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Hard Times Sissy

1 *“Quadruped. Graminivorous. Forty teeth, namely twenty-four grinders, four

eye-teeth, and twelve incisive...” (Hard Times, p.6.)

2 Let us look at the programme of subjects required to be known by the students.
Their character and their number at once indicate that the present course pursued
in training schools tends to /mpart information rather than to develop the faculties
and to discipline the mind. Vast demands are made on the memory, little is done for
the improvement of the judgment or reasoning powers.... To use a very significant
and very intelligible expression, the great feature of the course of study pursued in

training colleges is cram. (Dickens and Education, p.151.)

3 The philosophy is represented by Thomas Gradgrind, Esquire, Member of Parliament
for Coketown, who has brought up his children on the lines of the experiment

recorded by John Stuart Mill as carried out on himself. (7he Great Tradition, p.228.)

4 Most boys or youths who have had much knowledge drilled into them, have their
mental capacities not strengthened, but overlaid by it. They are crammed with mere
facts, and with the opinions or phrases of other people, and these are accepted as a
substitute for the power to form opinions of their own. And thus, the sons of eminent
fathers, who have spared no pains in their education, so often grow up mere
parroters of what they have learnt, incapable of using their minds except in the
furrows traced for them... | remember at some time in my thirteenth year, on my
happening to use the word idea, he asked me what an idea was; and expressed some

displeasure at my ineffectual efforts to define the word... (Autobiography, pp.44-5.)



“... to-day, for instance, Mr. M‘Choakumchild was explaining to us about Natural
Prosperity.”
“National, | think it must have been,” observed Louisa ...
“... he said, This schoolroom is an immense town, and in it there are a million of
inhabitants, and only five-and-twenty are starved to death in the streets, in the
course of a year. What is your remark on that proportion? And my remark was-for |
couldn’t think of a better one-that | thought it must be just as hard upon those who
were starved, whether the others were a million, or a million million. And that was
wrong, to0o.”
“Of course it was.” (Hard Times, pp.74-75.)

“Periodicals and novels are to all in this generation, but more especially to those
whose minds are still unformed and in the process of formation, a new and more
effectual substitute for the plagues of Egypt, vermin that corrupt the wholesome

waters, and infest our chambers.” (Self-Help, p.269.)

The subjects which have uniformly been treated have been of the broadest and
simplest character. Striking points of Natural History-Accounts of the great Works
of Art in sculpture and Painting-Descriptions of such Antiquities as possess
historical interest-Personal Narratives of Travellers- Biographies of men who have
had a permanent influence on the condition of the world-Elementary Principals of
Language and Numbers-established facts in Statistics and Political Economy-these
have supplied the materials for exciting the curiosity of a million of readers.

(The Penny Magazine, .)

8 The deficiencies in my education were principally in the things which boys learn from

being turned out to shift for themselves, and from being brought together in large

numbers... The education which my father gave me, was in itself much more fitted for

training me to know than to do.

9

(Autobiography, p.48.)

I was reading, accidentally, Marmontel's Memoirs, and came to the passage which
relates his father’s death, the distressed position of the family, and the sudden
inspiration by which he, then a mere boy, felt and made them feel that he would be
everything to them-would supply the place of all that they had lost. A vivid

conception of the scene and its feelings came over me, and | was moved tears. From



this moment my burthen grew lighter. (ibid., pp.112-7.)
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