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A Study of A Tale of Two Cities:
The Dynamics of Carton’s Self-consciousness in his Self-sacrifice
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“Charles Darnay and Sydney Carton”
illustrated by A.A. Dixson, 1905

‘Do you feel, yet, that you belong to this terrestrial scheme again, Mr
Darnay?’
‘I am frightfully confused regarding time and place; but | am so far mended
as to feel that.’
1. ‘It must be an immense satisfaction!’
1.1 He said it bitterly, and filled up his glass again: which was a large one.

‘As to me, the greatest desire | have, is to forget that | belong to it. It has no
good in it for me — except wine like this — nor | for it. So we are not much alike
in that particular. Indeed, | begin to think we are not much alike in any
particular, you and 1.’ (83)

“The Likeness”
illustrated by H.K. Browne (Phiz)



1.3

‘You were always in the front rank, and | was always behind.” (89)

‘you have fallen into your rank, and | have fallen into mine.* (90)

‘... you were always somewhere, and | was always — nowhere.’

‘And whose fault was that?’

‘Upon my soul, | am not sure that it was not yours. You were always driving
and riving and shouldering and pressing to that restless degree that | had no
chance for my life but in rust and repose.’ (90)

2.
2.1

‘If it had been possible, Miss Manette, that you could have returned the love
of the man you see before you — self-flung away, wasted, drunken, poor
creature of misuse as you know him to be — he would have been conscious
this day and hour, in spite of his happiness, that he would bring you to misery,
bring you to sorrow and repentance, blight you, disgrace you, pull you down
with him." (151)

6
‘For you, and for any dear to you, | would do anything. If my career were of
that better kind that there was any opportunity or capacity of sacrifice in it, |
would embrace any sacrifice for you and for those dear to you.’ (154)

2.2

‘It is a far, far better thing that | do, than | have ever done; it is a far, far
better rest that | go to, than | have ever known.’ (377)

2/2
(Self-consciousness)
1. The condition of being privy to a thing.
2. Philos. Consciousness of one’s own identity, one’s acts, thoughts, etc.; =
consciousness
3. Internal knowledge or conviction of a thing
4. The condition of being self-conscious.
(from OED)
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