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Little Dorrit

Bk.1, Ch.l ()

1 Thirty years ago, Marseilles lay burning in the sun, one day. A blazing sun
upon a fierce August sky was no greater rarity in southern France then, than at
any other time, before or since. Everything in Marseilles, and about Marseilles,
had stared at the fervid sky, and been stared at in return, until a_staring habit had
become universal there. Strangers were stared out of countenance by staring white
houses, staring white walls, staring white streets, staring tracts of arid road,
staring hills from which verdure was burnt away. The only things to be seen, not
fixedly staring and glaring were the vines drooping under load of grapes. These did
occasionally wink a little, as the hot air barely moved their faint leaves. (39)

“ stare”
9 “ glare” 10
10

stare”



Sun and Shadow”

| 3 “ Home”

2 It was a Sunday evening in London, gloomy, close, and stale. Maddening

church bells of all degrees of dissonance, sharp and flat, cracked and clear, fast and
slow, made the brick-and-mortar echoes hideous. Melancholy streets, in a

penitential garb of soot, steeped the souls of the people who were condemned to

look at them out of windows, in dire despondency. In every thoroughfare, up almost

every alley, and down almost every turning, some doleful bell was throbbing,
jerking, tolling, as if the Plague were in the city and the dead-carts were going
round. Everything was bolted and barred that could by possibility furnish relief to

an overworked people. (67)

Bk. ,ch.l “In the autumn of the year, Darkness and Night were creeping
up to the highest ridges of the Alps” (482) “Fellow Travellers”
( )

Seen from these solitudes, and from the Pass of the Great Saint Bernard, which
was one of them, the ascending Night came up the mountain like a rising water.
When it at last rose up to the walls of the convent of the Great Saint Bernard, it
was as if that weather-beaten structure were another Ark, and floated on the
shadowy waves” (483).



3 Up here in the clouds, everything was seen through cloud, and seemed

dissolving into cloud. The breath of the men was_cloud, the breath of the mules was

cloud, the lights were encircled by cloud, speakers close at hand were not seen for
cloud, though their voices and all other sounds were surprisingly clear. Of the
cloudy line of mules hastily tied to rings in the wall, one would bite another, or kick
another and then the whole mist would be disturbed: .... In the midst of this, the
great stable of the convent, occupying the basement story and entered by the
basement door, outside which all the disorder was, poured forth its contribution of
cloud, as if the whole rugged edifice were filled with nothing else, and collapse as
soon as it had emptied itself, leaving the snow to fall upon the bare mountain
summit.(484)
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Mrs General

It appeared on the whole, to Little Dorrit herself, that this same society in
which they lived, greatly resembled a superior sort of Marshalsea. Numbers of
people seemed to come abroad, pretty much as people had come into prison;

through debt, through idleness, relationship, curiosity, and general unfitness for
getting on at home. They were brought into these foreign towns in the custody of
couriers _and local followers, just as the debtors had been brought into

prison.. . . .They had precisely the same incapacity for settling down to anything.
as the prisoners used to have; they rather deteriorated one another, as the

prisoners used to do; and they wore untidy dresses, and fell into a slouching way of
life: still, always like the people in the Marshalsea. 565
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5 29 “ APleain the Marshalsea”

5 For a burning restlessness set in, an agonized impatience of the prison, and a
conviction that he was going to break the heart and die there, which caused him
indescribable suffering. His dread and hatred of the place became so intense that
he felt it a labour to draw his breath in it. The sensation of being stifled sometimes
so overpowered him, that he would stand at the window holding his throat and

gasping. (822-23)
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