Soyer’s Symposium

Sir, —If it is at all your intention to tender for the refreshments at the Exhibition, and you
think it may be advisable to have singl/e glasses of wine served, will you be kind enough to
mention such wish in your tender? —I am, sir, your obedt. Servt.,

L.L. Boscawen Ibbotson

(Memoirs of Soyer, p.197)

‘That is the Baronial Hall of All Nations’, said a gentleman to me—a gentleman in a flowing
robe and a singular cap, whom | had mistaken for a Chinese or an enchanter . . . | pause. | muse.
I meditate. Where have | seen that face? Where noted that mien, that cap? Ah, | have it! —in the
books devoted to gastronomic regeneration, on the flasks of sauce called relish. This is not the
Crystal Palace | see—this is the rival wonder—yes, this is the Symposium of All Nations, and

yonder man is Alexis Soyer!

From all quarters of the globe, civilized or uncivilized, will his visitors come—the doors of
the Symposium will be thrown open to universal humanity.
(The Book of the Symposium, or Soyer at Gore House, p.7)

Cosmopolitan customs should demand Cosmopolitan cookery.
(The Book of the Symposium, or Soyer at Gore House, p.7)
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