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(1)LAM not used to writing for print. What working-man, that never labours less

(some Mondays, and Christmas Time and Easter Time, excepted) than twelve or
fourteen hours a day, is? But I have been asked to put down, plain, what I have got to
say; and so I take pen-and-ink, and do it to the best of my power, hoping defects will

find excuse.

(2) My eldest son is engineer in the Italian steam-packet 'Mezzo Giorno, plying
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between Marseilles and Naples, and calling at Genoa, Leghorn, and Civita Vecchia.'

He was a good workman. He invented a many useful little things that brought him in -
nothing.

(3)L.am not a Chartist, and I never was. [ read the paper, and hear discussion, at

what we call 'a parlour,’ in Birmingham, and I know many good men and workmen

who are Chartists. Note. Not Physical force.

(4)L_have been twenty year, off and on,

completing an Invention and perfecting it. [

perfected of it, last Christmas Eve at ten

o'clock at night. Me and my wife stood and let

some tears fall over the Model, when it was

done and I brought her in to take a look at it.

(5)A friend of mine, by the name of

William Butcher, is a Chartist. Moderate.

(6)Now, to my Model again. There it was,

perfected of, on Christmas Eve, gone nigh
a year, at ten o'clock at night. All the money
I could spare I had laid out upon the Model; ---1 had pulled it to pieces, and made it

over again with improvements, I don't know how often. There it stood, at last, a

perfected Model as aforesaid. William Butcher and me had a long talk, Christmas

Day, respecting of the Model. William is very sensible. But sometimes cranky.

(7)William said, 'What will you do with it, John?' I said, 'Patent it.'

(8)William said, !John, if you make your invention public, before you get a Patent,

any one may rob you of the fruits of your hard work.

(9)We might come to be old, and past our work. We now agreed to Patent the
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invention. We said we would make a hole in it--I mean in the aforesaid money—and
Patent the invention.

(10)” John, if the laws of this country were as honest as they ought to be, you would

have come to London-registered an exact description and drawing of your

invention—paid half-a-crown or so for doing of it—and therein and thereby have got

your Patent”
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Dickens, Charles.” A Poor Man's Tale of a Patent”Household Words, Vol.II, Magazine

No0.30,19 October 1850, Page 73-75 (Dickens Journals Online, PDF)

Intellectual Property Office.”Up to that time, any prospective patentee had to present
a petition to no less than seven offices and at each stage to pay certain fees.
Charles Dickens described the procedure in exaggerated form, somewhat
derisively, in his spoof, "A Poor Man's Tale of a Patent", published in the
19th-century popular journal "Household Words"; Dickens' inventor visits
34 offices (including some abolished years before).
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