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Anonymous tract, Fanaticism and Treason (1780)

Thomas Holcroft, A plain and succinct narrative of the Riots

Nathaniel Wraxall, Historical Memoirs of My Own Time (1851)

Robert Watson, Life of Lord Gordon, with a Philosophical Review of his
Political Conduct (1795)
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“My Lord Chesterfield,” he said, pressing his hand tenderly upon the book as
he laid it down, “if I could but have profited by your genius soon enough to
have formed my son on the model you have left to all wise fathers, both he
and I would have been rich men. Shakespeare was undoubtedly very fine in
his way; Milton good, though prosy; Lord Bacon deep, and decidedly
knowing; but the writer who should be his country’s pride, is my Lord
Chesterfield. “

(187)
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“Sir John, Sir John,” returned the locksmith, “at twelve tomorrow, these men
die. Hear the few words I have to add, and do not hope to deceive me; for
though I am a plain man of humble station, and you are a gentleman of rank
and learning, the truth raises me to your level, and by its power I KNOW
that you anticipate the disclosure with which I am about to end, and that you
believed this doomed man, Hugh, to be your son.” (605)

5 Protestant Manual #i#EY "EF V7 —T U RA

Mrs. Varden opined that if he ( Hugh ) did, he ought to be ashamed of
himself; . . . . Arguing from this imperfect state of his morals, Mrs.Varden
further opined that he had never studied the Manual. Hugh admitting that
he never had, and moreover that he couldn’t read, Mrs.Varden declared

that with much severity, that he ought to be even more ashamed of himself
than before, . . . (176 - 7)
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“My favourite book, dear madam. How often, how very often in his early

life --- before he can remember” --- ( this clause was strictly true ) “have I

deduced little easy moral lessons from its pages, for my dear son Ned! You

know Ned? “ (219)
Protestant Manual
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By manieres, 1 do not mean bare common civility; everybody must have
that, who would not be kicked out of company; but I mean engaging,
insinuating, shining manners; a distinguished politeness, an almost

irresistible address; a superior gracefulness in all you say and do.
(April 19, 1749, Everyman’s Library p.98)
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Next to manners are exterior graces of person and address; which adorn
manners, as manners adorn knowledge. (July 1,1748, pp.85-6)

Fir, SANRTEBOBIENEX 2O LBR i~ —LEH (117-8)
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Your dress (as insignificant a thing as dress is in itself ) is now become an
object worthy of some attention; for, I confess, I cannot help forming some
opinion of a man’s sense and character from his dress; and I believe, most
people do as well as myself. ( December 30, 1748, p.127)
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I hope you do not neglect your exercises of riding, fencing, and dancing, but
particularly the latter: for they all concur to degourdir, and to give a certain
air. . .. ; and to dance well, is absolutely necessary in order to sit, stand, and
walk well. (May 16, 1751, p.230)
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The morals of a whore and the manners of a dancing-master!
( quoted from 7The Search for Good Sense, p162 )
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As a speaker, you will be ranked only according to your eloquence, and by no
means according to your matter; everybody knows the matter almost alike,
but few can adorn it. I was early convinced of the importance amd powers
of eloquence; and from that moment I applied myself to it.

(March, 18. 1751, p.225)
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A second met with the like result. But in answer to the third, which was of
a more vigorous kind, the parlour window-sash was gently raised, and_a
musical voice cried: “Haredale, my dear fellow, I am extremely glad to see
you. ...” (p.213)

He smile so very pleasantly as he communed with himself after this manner,

that a beggar was emboldened to follow him for alms, and to dog his
footsteps for some distance. (p.216)
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“ For may part,” said Dolly, in a thoughtful manner, “ I half believe Mr.
chester is something like Miggs in that respect. For all his politeness and

pleasant speaking, I am pretty sure he was making game of us, more than
once. “ (pp.225-6)
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His ideal is by no means wholly degraded, but it points to a possible
degradation, from which the inevitable reaction was to be the idea --- equally



hostile to perfection in an opposite sense --- that intrinsic merit is enough by
itself, without the grace. (Basil Willey, The English Moralists, p282 )
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The art of pleasing is a very necessary one to possess; but a very difficult one
to acquire. It can hardly be reduced to rules ; and your own good sense
and observation will teach you more of it than I can. Do as you would be

done by, is the surest method that I know of pleasing.
(October 16, 1747, p.57)

You must own, that you did it then singly to please, and you were in the right
on’t. Why do you wear your fine clothes, and curl your hair? ... This then
you also do in order to please, and you do very right.
( October 19, 1753, p.290)
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You must be sensible that you cannot rise in the world without forming
connections and engaging different characters to conspire in your point. You
must make them your dependents without their knowing it, and dictate to
them while you seem to be dictated by them. Those necessary connections
can never be formed or preserved but by an uninterrupted series of
complaisance, attentions, politeness, and some constraint.

( November, 14, 1749, Everyman’s Library, p.127)

How many people does one meet with everywhere, who with very moderate
parts, and very little knowledge, push themselves pretty far, singly by being
sanguine, enterprising and preserving? They will take no denial from man
or woman; difficulties do not discourage them; repulsed twice or thrice, they
rally, they charge again, and nine times in ten prevail at last. The same
means will much sooner, and more certainly, attain the same ends with your
parts and knowledge. (June 5, 1750, Everyman’s Library, p.180)
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“...1I should have done more justice to your genius. Men of your capacity
plot in secrecy and safety, and leave exposed posts to the duller wits.”

(347)
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“ There --- get you gone,” said Sir John, holding the door open in his hand.
“You have made a pretty evening’s work. I told you not to do this. You may
get into trouble. You’ll have an opportunity of revenging yourself on your
proud friend Haredale, though, and for that, you’d hazard anything I
suppose?” (324)
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“You make me blush,” returned his father gaily, “for the folly of your
nature, . . . Marriage is a civil contract; people marry to better their worldly
condition and improve appearances; it is an affair of house and furniture, of
liveries, servants, equipage, and so forth. The lady being poor and you poor
also, there is an end of the matter. . . . “ (260)

“Edward, my father had a son, who being a fool like you, and like you,
entertaining low and disobedient sentiments, he disinherited and cursed one
morning after breakfast. . . .He led a miserable life (the son, I mean ) and
died early; it was a happy release on all accounts; he degraded the family
very much. It is a sad circumstance, Edward, when a father finds it
necessary to resort to such strong measures. “ (261)

20 FoR¥T7 44—V FOEMTIX

Do not be in haste to marry, but look about you first, for the affair is
important. There are but two objects in marriage, love or money. If you
marry for love, you will certainly have some very happy days, and probably
many very uneasy ones, if for money, you will have no happy days and
probably no uneasy ones,; in this latter case let the woman at least be such a
one that you can live decently and amicably with, otherwise it is a robbery;
in either case, let her be of an unblemished and unsuspected character, and
of a rank not indecently below your own. (No date, p.378)

21 VayFrroaRrr b

In the aristocratic world such a low estimation of marriage continues to
predominate and this is entirely in harmony with the general acceptance of
the hedonist view of life and with that contempt for women which the
Cavalier contrived to unite with an extreme outward courtesy towards them.



A typical representative of this point of view is Lord Chesterfield who, after
contriving to secure a divorce for his brother, declared that ha had rendered
him the best service that can be performed for the majority of married people.
(L. L. Schucking, The Puritan Family, p.135)

22 ER] LLTCETFERS

The best authors are always the severest critics of their own works; they
revise, correct, file, and polish them, till they think they have brought them
to perfection. Considering you as my work, I do not look upon myself as a
bad author, and am therefore a severe critic. (May 6, 1751, Everyman’s
Library, p.229 )

|
(.
|
:
I.'
r

28 V7 —TF v DR

The looker-on was a round, red-faced, sturdy yeoman, with a double chin,
and a voice husky with good living, good sleeping, good humour, and good
health. (28)
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