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‘He was a charmer who charmed wisely, - who was a
born conjurer, inasmuch as he was gifted with a
predominant taste for experiments in natural
science, - and he was useful man enough in an age of
superstition to get up fashionable entertainments at
which spectres were to appear and horrify the
public, without trading on the public ignorance by
any false pretence.’ (10, 553)
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A Ghost Story
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‘T think I have just got the best Ghost story (sent by
a lady for Household Words) that ever was written,
and with an idea in it remarkably new. My hand
is stayed for the moment, however, by an
apprehension that the lady cannot have written it.
It is so very clever, that I think (though I never saw
or heard of it) it must have been written by some
wild Frenchman and I am trying to find out.
(Johnson, Edgar. The Heart of Charles Dickens,
NY: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1952. p.291)
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(D ‘A Christmas Tree’ HW 7 V) 2~ 255 (21 Dec.1850) X b
(1) There is probably a smell of roasted chestnuts and other good comfortable things all the time, for
we are telling Winter Stories — Ghost Stories, or more shame for us — round the Christmas fire;
and we have never stirred, except to draw a little nearer to it. (2, 293; emphasis added)
(2) There is no end to the old houses, with resounding galleries, and dismal state-bedchambers, and
haunted wings shut up for many years, through which we may ramble, with an agreeable creeping
up our back, and encounter any number of ghosts, but (it is worthy of remark perhaps) reducible to

a very few general types and classes; for, ghosts have little originality, and ‘walk’ in a beaten track.
(2, 293)

@ William Howitt 12%8 C 72 T4t (6 Sep. 1859)
I have always had a strong interest in the subject, and never knowingly lost an opportunity of pursuing
it. But I think the testimony which I cannot cross-examine, sufficiently loose, to justify me in

requiring to see and hear the modern witness with my own senses, and then to be reasonably sure that

they were not sufficiently under a disordered condition of the nerves or senses, which is known to be a

common disease of many phases.  (Letters, Storey, 116; emphasis added)

@ ~—LADWMERELLIELAVAI L=V —
Though he looked the phantom through and through, and saw it standing before him; ... he was

still incredulous, and fought against his senses.  (Christmas Books 21; emphasis added)

“You don’t believe in me,” observed the Ghost.

“I don’t,” said Scrooge.

“What evidence would you have of my reality, beyond that of your senses?”

“I don’t know,” said Scrooge.

“Why do you doubt your senses?”

“Because,” said Scrooge, “a little thing affects them. A slight disorder of the stomach makes them
cheats. You may be an undigested bit of beef, a blot of mustard, a crumb of cheese, a fragment of
an underdone potato. There’s more of gravy than of grave about you, whatever you are!”

(Christmas Books 22; emphasis added)

@ (Henry Morley) ‘New Discoveries in Ghosts’ HW (17 Jan. 1852)
I have no faith in ghosts, according to the old sense of the word, ... Nevertheless, I do believe that
the great mass of “ghost stories,” of which the world is full, has not been built entirely upon the
inventions of the ignorant and superstitions. In plain words, while I, of course, throw aside a
million of idle fictions, or exaggerated facts, I do believe in ghosts — or, rather, spectres — only I do

not believe them to be supernatural. (404; emphasis added)

These are hallucinations which arise from a disordered condition of the nervous system; ... Out of

these must, undoubtedly, arise a large number of well-attested stories of ghosts, seen by one person

only. (404; emphasis added)



(® ‘The Old Nurse’s Story’ 2B L T Gaskell (%8 T 7= F#L (9 Nov. 1852)
My Dear Mrs Gaskell,— I see your meaning; but I think a striking change may yet to be made —

generally to the effect of my first suggestion — and all you want, preserved nevertheless. I have

considered it well, and still feel (subject of course to your agreeing with me) that the turn is greatly

weakened by their all seeing those figures. (Letters, Dexter, 116; emphasis added)

© ‘The Mortals in the House’ (The Haunted House) X

(1) As to our nightly life, the contagion of suspicion and fear was among us, and there is no such

contagion under the sky.... Noises? With that contagion downstairs, I myself have sat in the
dismal parlour, listening, until I have heard so many and such strange noises, that they would
have chilled my blood if I had not warmed it by dashing out to make discoveries. Try this in bed

in the dead of the night; ... You can fill any house with noises, if you will, until you have a noise for

every nerve in your nervous system. I repeat; the contagion of suspicion and fear was among us,

and there is no such contagion under the sky. The women (their noses in a chronic state of

excoriation from smelling-salts) were always primed and loaded for a swoon, and ready to go off
with hair-triggers. (Christmas Books 540; emphasis added)

(2) “We know they come here to be frightened and infect one another, and we know they are
frightened and do infect one another,” said my sister. (Christmas Books 541)

(3) ... it is familiarly known to every intelligent man who has had fair medical, legal, or other watchful
experience; that it is as well established and as common a state of mind as any with which

observers are acquainted; and that it is one of the first elements, above all others, rationally to be

suspected in, and strictly looked for, and separated from, any question of this kind.

(Christmas Books 543; emphasis added)

@D 2V FaTVRLeiRsT 2747 XD AYR OitH
(1) ‘Rather a Strong Dose’ AYR (21 Mar. 1863)
+ Mr. Howitt is in such a bristling temper on the Supernatural subject, that we will not take the
great liberty of arguing any point with him. (84)
.. we do presume to think that it is high time to protest against Mr. Howitt’s spiritualism, as
being a little in excess of the peculiar merit of Thomas L. Harris’s sermons, and somewhat too
“full, out-gushing, unstinted, and absorbing.” (87)
(2) “The Martyr Medium’ AYR (4 Apr. 1863)

We shall ask pardon of our readers for sullying our paper with this nauseous matter. (134)

Dickens DZEf 7z b D ~DRH.LMT DWW T D John Forster © R fi%
Among his good things should not be omitted his telling of a ghost story. He had something of a

hankering after them, as the readers of his briefer pieces will know; and such was his interest

generally in things supernatural that, but for the strong retaining power of his common sense, he
might have fallen into the follies of spiritualism. (Forster 483; emphasis added)



® ‘The Trial for Murder’ X
(1) I have always noticed a prevalent want of courage, even among persons of superior intelligence
and culture, as to imparting their own psychological experiences when those have been of a
strange sort. (Christmas Books 561)
(2) In what I am going to relate, I have no intention of setting up, opposing, or supposing, any theory
whatever. (Christmas Books 561)
(3) I do not theorise upon it; I actually state it, and there leave it. (Christmas Books 568)

(Thomas Shorter) ‘Mr. Howitt and Mr. Dickens’ The Spiritual Magazine (Feb. 1860)
We can hardly believe that Mr. Dickens does really disbelieve in haunted houses, nor in other phases
of spiritual phenomena and operation. At all events, if he do, he is certainly neither very

comfortable nor very confident in his disbelief. (58)

@ ‘The Signalman’X
(1) Resisting the slow touch of a frozen finger tracing out my spine, I showed him how that this figure
must be a deception of his sense of sight; and how that figures, originating in disease of the
delicate nerves that minister to the functions of the eye.... (Christmas Books 579; emphasis
added)

(2) A disagreeable shudder crept over me, but I did my best against it. It was not to be denied, I

rejoined, that this was a remarkable coincidence, calculated deeply to impress his mind. But it
was unquestionable that remarkable coincidences did continually occur, and they must be taken
into account in dealing with such a subject. Though to be sure I must admit, ... men of common
sense did not allow much for coincidences in making the ordinary calculations of life. (Christmas
Books 579; emphasis added)

@ Macmillan Collector’s Library it Ghost Stories (by Charles Dickens) [#%&&H & | X 1
There is a mood of impending doom and a sense of unknown menace which permeate the narrative
and from the opening moments the reader is made to feel uneasy. This discomforting sensation is

exacerbated because no rational explanations are given for it. (Davies 381)

@) ‘A Physician’s Ghosts’ AYR (6 Aug. 1859)
What human being is ever satisfied with books which profess to refer apparitions, dreams, omens,
and so forth, to the delusions of our senses, or the mere aberrations of our own mortal minds? If
Walter Scott’s Demonology and Hibbert’s Theory of Apparitions have been read extensively, it is not
because they explain the wonderful stories they contain, but because of the stories themselves; not

because they do clear up, but because they are felt not to clear up, the marvels which they relate;

moreover, great as may be the popularity of any clever work and apparitions on grounds that are
called “natural,” the vogue of such a work never yet equalled the vogue of a right-down book of
ghost-stories.

But are we, therefore, to have no explanations of the wonderful? Far from it. Human nature,

that loves mystery, also loves a certain kind of solution. But then, the solution itself must be also

wonderful, mysterious, and obscure. (346; emphasis added)




‘Ligeia’ DT v 7/ 77
And the will therein lieth, which dieth not. Who knoweth the mysteries of the will, with its vogor?
For God is but a great will pervading all things by nature of its intentness. Man doth not yield
himself to the angels, nor to death utterly, save only through the weakness of his feeble will.
JOSEPH GLANVILL (62)
® ‘Ligeia’k Y (Rowena 233F x5 A Al APH cht L <)
(1) She partly arose, and spoke, in an earnest low whisper, of sounds which she then hear, but which I
could not hear — of motions which she then saw, but which I could not perceive. (73)
(2) The fever which consumed her rendered her nights uneasy; and in her perturbed state of
half-slumber, she spoke of sounds, and motions, in and about the chamber of the turret, which I

concluded had no origin save in the distemper of her fancy or perhaps in the phantasmagoric
influences of the chamber itself. (72-73; emphasis added)

(3) ... I wished to show her ... that those almost inarticulate breathings, and those very gentle
vibrations of the figures upon the wall, were but the natural effects of that customary rushing of
the wind. (73; emphasis added)

Ligeia’ X v GEY FHEVHE L ZBRoOME)

(1) I had felt that some palpable although invisible object had passed lightly by person; and I saw that
there lay upon the golden carpet, in the very middle of the rich lustre thrown from the censer, a
shadow — a faint, indefinite shadow of angelic aspect — such as might be fancied for the shadow of a
shade. But I was wild with the excitement of an immoderate dose of opium, and heeded these
things but little, nor spoke of them to Rowena. (73-74; emphasis added)

(2) ... as Rowena was in the act of raising the wine to her lips, I saw, or may have dreamed that I saw,
fall within the goblet, as if from some invisible spring in the atmosphere of the room, three or four
large drops of a brilliant and ruby colored fluid.... I forbore to speak to her of a circumstance which

must, after all, I considered, have been but the suggestion of a vivid imagination, rendered

morbidly active by the terror of the lady, by the opium, and by the hour. (74; emphasis added)
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