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‘Excelsior’: A Motto Connecting Dickens and Longfellow
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The shades of night were falling fast,
Asthrough an Alpine village passed
A youth, who bore, "'mid snow and ice,
A banner with the strange device,
Excelsior! (Poetical Works 19)
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[...] asincere and ardent desire to ameliorate the condition of the subjects of the
empire[...]; [...] the formation of character and general amelioration of the
lower orders. / This Institution [. . .] isintended to [. . .] effect a complete and
thorough improvement in the internal as well as external character of the whole
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(‘the elevation of their character, the improvement of their dwellings, their greater
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an improving party (Hard Times. 1854. Bk. 1, ch. 2); improve their livelihood.
Then, why don’t they improve it, ma am! (Ibid. Bk. 2, ch. 1); of improving dear
Joe (Great Expectations. 1860-61. Ch. XIX); a sagacious way of improving their
minds (Ibid. Ch. XXII1); ‘I [. . .] have had time since then to improve.’
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His motto might well have been ‘excelsior!’ if only he could have taught himself
to look to heights that were really high.
(Three Clerks . xi. 244; OED s.v. Excelsior)
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| am happy to say, around me, and they have a funded capital of almost £14.000.
This is wonderful progress, but the aim must still be upwards, the motto always
'Excelsior'. [Cheers] (Fielding 243)
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