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Bleak House
“Miss Wisk informed us, with great indignation,...that the
idea of woman’s mission lying chiefly in the narrow sphere of Home was an outrageous
slander on the part of her Tyrant, Man”(BH 479)
Miss Wisk “great indignation” “an outrageous
slander”
Wisk

whisker



Jane Eyre

“it is narrow-minded in their more
privileged fellow-creature[men] to say that they [women] ought to confine themselves to
making puddings and knitting stockings, to playing on the piano and embroidering

bags”(JE 109)

JE

Peter Ackroyd JE

“Dickens had not read Jane Eyre and said he never would as he

disapproved of the whole school.” Ackroyd 885

JE
Ellen Moers  “he [Dickens] certainly knew Jane Eyre” (22)
BH “a strong-minded spinster”(22) Esther Summerson
JE
Susan Shatto
JE
7, 45-46, 47, 225 JE BH

To this crib I always took my doll: human beings must love something,
and, in the dearth of worthier objects of affection, I contrived to find a
pleasure in loving and cherishing a faded graven image, shabby as a

miniature scarecrow. It puzzles me now to remember with what absurd

sincerity I doated on this little toy; half-fancying it alive and capable of
sensation. (JE 28) (emphasis added)
My dear old doll! I was such a shy little thing that I seldom dared to open




my lips, and never dared to open my heart, to anybody else. It almost makes

me cry to think what a relief it used to be to me, when I came home from

school of a day, to run upstairs to my room. and say, ‘O you dear faithful

Dolly, I knew you would be expecting me!’and then to sit down on the floor,

leaning on the elbow of her great chair, and tell her all I had noticed since
we parted. (BH 62) (emphasis added)

“to remember...”“to think...”

‘4t077 “it”

“What”

JE
Anny Sadrin
(Sadrin 48)
JE
JE
Charlotte Bronté Bleak House
Charlotte Bronté BH BH 4

“I liked the Chancery Part,



but when it passes into the autobiographic form, and the young woman who announces
that she is not ‘bright’ begins her history, it seems to me too often weak and twaddling;

an amiable nature is caricatured, not faithfully rendered, in Miss Esther Summerson.”

BH 3 “I have a
great deal of difficulty in beginning to write my portion of these pages, for I know I am

not clever. I always knew that”(BH 62)

Jarndyce
Gateshead
Hall Lowood school Rochester
BH 3 JE
Villette Lucy Snowe
Snowe SNoOw
BH Summerson summer
sun son

“As to the name of the heroine, I can hardly express what subtlety of thought made me

decide upon giving her a cold name” Jean Frantz Blackall

(382-383)

(372-374) “Old

Woman”“Little Old Woman”“Cobweb”“Mrs Shipton”“Mother Hubbard”“Dame Durden”



William Axton

(159-160)
Ginevra

“old Crusty”“old Diogenes”“Mother Wisdom”“Timon”“grandmother”

“Loverless and inexpectant of love”(VL 119)

BH VL
JE “you elf!”(JE

LRI

245)“provoking puppet” “malicious elf” “sprite” “changeling”(JE 274)

JE



Vashti vs. Esther
3 Esther

Vashti Esther

JE

“l know
what my aim is, what my motives are; and at this moment I pass a law, unalterable as
that of the Medes and Persians, that both are right.”(JE 137)

1 19

Therefore, if it pleases the king, let him a royal decree and let it be
written in the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be replaced, that
Vashti is never again to enter the presence of King Xerxes. Also let the king
give her royal position to someone else who is better than she. ( Esther
1:19)

Bertha

“That sounds a dangerous maxim, sir; because one can see at once that it is



liable to abuse”(JE 137)

BH

VL 23
“the shadow of a royal

Vashti” (VL 257)

Suffering had struck that stage empress; and she stood before her
audience neither yielding to, nor enduring, nor in finite measure,

resenting it: she stood locked in struggle, rigid in resistance. (VL 258)

BH

“Death”(VL 258)



Jane Esther / Lucy

Miss Ingram
“I have told you reader, that I had learnt to love Mr. Rochester: I could not unlove

him now, merely because I found that he had ceased to notice me .... ”( JE 185)

I have omitted to mention in its place, that there was some one clse at the
family dinner party. It was not a lady. It was a gentleman. It was a

gentleman of a dark complexion — a young surgeon. (BH 233)

“some one else” Woodcourt

“I have omitted to mention...”

VL

Doctor John Mrs.



Bretton Graham

“To say anything on the subject, to hint at my discovery, had not suited my
habits of thought, or assimilated with my system of feeling. On the contrary, I
had preferred to keep the matter to myself.”(VL 175)

Gilbert
Guber

(419)

(Tambling, 141)

“Jane, will you have a flower?”
He gathered a half-blown rose, the first on the bush, and offered it to me.
“Thank you, sir.”(JE 216)

BH 17

At last, when she [Caddy] was going, she took me [Esther] into my room,
and put them [the flowers] in my dress.

‘For me?’said I, surprised.



10

‘For you,” said Caddy, with a kiss. ‘They were left behind by
Somebody.’(BH 294)

“Somebody”

“Somebody”

36

(Graver, 3)

13

...a certain little bunch of white violets that had once been silently
presented to me [Lucy] by a stranger (a stranger to me, for we had never
exchanged words), and which I had dried and kept for its sweet perfume

between the folds of my best dress, lay there unstirred;...(VL 119)

“a stranger” “we had never exchanged words”

31 Paul

(Gilman, 52)
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Mistresses Directrice
JE “I am my own mistress”(JE
435) BH
“the mistress of Bleak House”(BH 932)

“mistress”

JE

1850

“Directrice”(VL 486)

VL
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Jane Eyre, Bleak House, Villette
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The Hidden Rivalry between Charlotte Bronté and Charles Dickens:
Jane Eyre, Bleak House and Villette

Kazuko MIYAGAWA

This paper examines the rivalry between Charlotte Bronté and Charles Dickens hidden in
the three texts Jane Eyre, Bleak House, and Villette. Section 1 discusses Dickens’
reaction to Jane Eyre. According to Peter Ackroyd, a memoir of Dickens’ conversations
has survived which reads “Dickens had not read Jane Eyre and said he never would.”
However, some critics claim that Dickens must have read Jane Eyre. They point out
similarities such as the form of the novel — the first-person narration by a young woman,
and also the similar situation of the two heroines. In addition, there are a number of
significant verbal parallels between passages in Esther’s narrative and Jane’s. This
evidence shows that Dickens must have read Jane Eyre with great care. Therefore, it
could be said that because Dickens didn’t want to admit that he had learned from Jane
Eyre, he denied having read it in a spirit of rivalry with Bronté.

Did Bronté foster a rivalry against Dickens? Section 2 deals with Bront&’s reaction
to Bleak House. Bronté caustically commented that “an amiable nature is caricatured,
not faithfully rendered, in Miss Esther Summerson.” Just after this comment, Villette
was published, in which the heroine, Lucy Snowe, wears a cold image and gives contrast
to Esther’s surname, Summerson. This implies that Bronté was conscious of Dickens.

Rivalry between the two novelists is found in their own texts. It is notable that the
three texts are related to Esther in the Old Testament. Section 3 explores the relationship
between the biblical Esther and the three heroines, Jane, Esther, and Lucy. In the Old
Testament, Vashti refuses to play the obedient wife, and King Ahasuerus determines to
take a new Queen, Esther. Dickens’ naming his heroine Esther suggests that her

character is partly based on the biblical Esther. On the other hand, the rebellious nature
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of Vashti reminds us of one of Bronté’s heroines. Thus Bronté and Dickens offer
opposed interpretations of the Bible.

Section 4 studies the way the three heroines narrate their story and examines the
differences and similarities among them. Jane tends to narrate openly what is happening
in her mind and confesses her strong emotions toward Rochester. Esther, on the other
hand, tries to hide her feeling. For example, Esther sometimes omits any mention of
Woodcourt’s name or rather confesses to having omitted it. When Woodcourt left
flowers for Esther, he is described as “Somebody.” This “priggishness” seems to have
the effect of criticizing Jane’s “unfeminine boldness.” Like Esther, Lucy also sometimes
deliberately omits giving information. For instance, Lucy conceals the name of someone
who presented a bunch of white violets. However, Lucy seems to reject the other’s
understanding by her silence, while Esther tries to attract sympathy with her reticence.
Thus, in Lucy’s narration, we find imitation and alteration from Esther’s narration.
Bronté seems to parody Esther’s narration in a spirit of rivalry.

In the Conclusion, I pay attention to the way the word “mistress” is used. When
Jane sees Rochester at Ferndean she declares, “I am my own mistress” meaning “I am
independent.” Ester, on the other hand, becomes “the mistress of Bleak House,” the
living embodiment of “an angel in the house.” This contrast between Jane and Esther
shows that the two novelists held opposite views on “the woman question.” However,
Bronté must have known the difficulties that faced independent women in the Victorian
period. The difficulties are implied in the ending of Villette, in which Paul’s fate is not
narrated clearly. Bronté seems to say that women’s independence is incompatible with a

life shared with men.
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