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Dickens had met Poe in Philadelphia during his American
tour of 1842, and had promised to find an English publisher
for Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque. Though
publication of “ The Purloined Letter" postdates their
meeting, it seems unlikely that Dickens, who had kept in
touch with Poe, would not have read this Tale.®
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[T]he disclosure of the document to a third person, who
shall be nameless, would bring in question the honor of a
personage of most exalted station; and this fact gives the
holder of the document an ascendancy over the illustrious
personage whose honor and peace are so jeopardized.®

—Lacan
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I tell you what. The first thing to be done is, to make
another packet, like the real one; so that, if he should ask
to see the real one while it's in my possession, you can

show him the dummy.(p.506)

Guppy

Dupin Dickens

Krook

Guppy Lady Dedlock
Guppy Chesney Wold

Lady Dedlock Esther

Hawdon Hawdon Guppy



Lady Dedlock Guppy

“ You may bring the letters, if you choose.” (p.466)
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Now this lady preserved a secret under all her greatness,
which she had preserved for many years. In fact, she had
early in life been engaged to marry a young rake - he was a
captain in the army - nothing connected with whom came to
any good. She never did marry him, but she gave birth to a
child of which he was the father.(p.629)
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“ aviolation of our agreement” (p.715)



Our agreement is broken. A lady of your sense and strength
of character will be prepared for my now declaring it void,
and taking my own course.(p.716)
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Lady Dedlock

All things considered, | had better decline answering that
guestion, Lady Dedlock. If I were to say | don't know when,
exactly, you would not believe me, and it would answer no
purpose. It may be tomorrow. | would rather say no more.
You are prepared, and | hold out no expectations which
circumstances might fail to justify. | wish you good
evening.(p.717)
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“ | saw a shape so like Miss Summerson's go by me in the dark”(p.766)
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I strongly suspect ... that those letters | was to have
brought to your Ladyship were not destroyed when I supposed
they were. That if there was anything to be blown upon it

is blown upon.(p.814)
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St. Martins Lane

...1 only recollect that it stood near the church, and that

in the door there was an oval glass plate with * COFFEE ROOM'
painted on it, addressed towards the street. If |l ever find
myself in a very different kind of coffee-room now, but

where there is such an inscription on glass, and read it
backwards on the wrong side, MOOR EEFFOC (as | often used to
do then in a dismal reverie), a shock goes through my blood.?°
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