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And yet [—I, little Esther Summerson, the child who lived a life apart, and on whose
birthday there was no rejoicing—seemed to arise before my own eyes, evoked out of the past by
some power in this fashionable lady whom I not only entertained no fancy that I have ever seen,

but whom I perfectly well knew I had never until that hour. 250
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Hawdon
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Angus
Wilson

small pox

There was a little muslin curtain drawn across it. I draw it back: and stood for a moment
looking through such a veil of my own hair, that I could see nothing else. Then I put my hair
aside, and looked at the reflection in the mirror, encouraged by seeing how placidly it looked at

me. [ was very much changed—very, very much. 504
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We are not rich in the bank, but we have always prospered, and we have quite enough. 1
never walk out with my husband, but I hear the people bless him. I never go into a house of
any degree, but I hear his praises, or see them in grateful eyes. I never lie down at night, but |
know that in the course of that day he has alleviated pain, and soothed some fellow-creature in
the time of need. I know that from the beds of those who were past recovery, thanks have

often gone up, in the last hour, for his patient ministration. Is not this to be rich? 879
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Matthew 19 : 16-24
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Bleak House

H.M. Daleski, Dickens and the Art of Analogy. 157.
K.J. Fielding, Sudying Charles Dickens, 174.

, 103.
Ibid., 103.
1883
the Chancery Division the Queen’s Bench Division
the Common Pleas Division the Probate,

Divorce and Admiralty Division

103

‘We are always appearing, and disappearing, and swearing, and interrogating, and filing,
and cross-filing, and arguing, and sealing, and motioning, and referring, and reporting, and
revolving about the Lord Chancellor and all his satellites, and equitably waltzing ourselves off

to dusty death, about Costs. 95

Equity sends question to Law, Law sends questions back to Equity; Law finds it can’t do
this, Equity finds it can’t do that; neither can so much as say it can’t do anything, without this
solicitor instructing and this counsel appearing for A, and that solicitor instructing and that
counsel appearing for B; and so on through the whole alphabet, like the history of the Apple
Pie. And thus, through years and years, and lives and lives, everything goes on, constantly
beginning over and over again, and nothing ever ends. And we can’t get out of the suit on

any terms, for we are made parties to it, and must be parties to it, whether we like it or not.
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95-96

Great Seal
Keeper of the Great Seal
104.
Pam Morris, “Bleak House and the Struggle for the State Domain”, in ELH  Vol.68. , 693.
John R. Reed, Dickens and Thackeray: Punishment and Forgiveness, 209.
P.J.M. Scott, Reality and Comic Confidence in Charles Dickens, 62.

‘I took my dear child away last night,” Mr. Peggotty began, as he raised his eyes to
ours,‘ to my lodging, where I have a long time been expecting of her and preparing fur her. It
was hours afore she knowed me right; and when she did, she kneeled down at my feet, and
kiender said to me, as if it was her prayers, how it all come to be. You may believe me when I
heerd her voice, as I heerd at home so playful—and see her humbled, as it might be the dust our
Saviour wrote in with his bleesed hand—I felt a wownd go to my art, in the midst of all its
thanfulness!’

[Charles Dickens, David Copperfield, 725,]

Philip Hobsbaum, A Reader’s Guide to Charles Dickens, 153.
Paul Davis, Dickens Companion, 37.
Angus Wilson, The World of Charles Dickens, 233.

Robert Newsom Bleak House
19
[Robert Newsom,
Charles Dickens Revisited, 113.] Edward
Jenner, 1749-1823
1837 1840
1840

[James Hill, “Vaccination and Smallpox ”, in Victorian Britain: An Encyclopedia, 832-33.]



16 Janet Larson

Job 1: 21

[Janet Larson, “Biblical Reading in the
Later Dickens: The Book of Job According to Bleak House”, in Dickens Sudies Annual
vol.13. p.42.]
17 Bert G. Hornback, Noah's Arkitecture: A Sudy of Dickens's Mythology, 86.
18 1bid., 86.
19 Andrew Sanders, Charles Dickens, 72.
20 J. Hillis Miller Bleak House

[J. Hillis Miller, “Moments of Decision in Bleak House”, in The Cambridge
Companion to Charles Dickens, 59.]
21 E.M. Forster, Aspects of the Novel, 85.
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