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A Meaning of the Duel between Haredale and Chester
in Charles Dickens’s Barnaby Rudge

Takayuki Mizuno

Abstract

Charles Dickens’s Barnaby Rudgeis regarded as one of his few historical novels,
as 1t deals with the Gordon Riots in 1780. Many critics have analyzed Barnaby
Rudge by using two words, ‘public’ and ‘private,” as key concepts. The point is that
although he chooses historical and hence ‘public’ events, namely, the Gordon Riots,
as a main plot of the novel, Dickens’s intention is, basically, to write about ‘private’
lives of its main characters. The purpose of this paper is to investigate this point
by focusing on the duel between Geoffrey Haredale and John Chester which is
depicted at the end of the novel. Before the duel takes place, Haredale and Chester
encounter and have a quarrel with one another several times, which becomes
more and more violent after each encounter and which leads up to the duel in the
end. By closely examining these scenes in which they face each other one by one, I
argue that this conflict between Haredale and Chester also has both ‘private’ and
‘public’ aspects, that the duel has a meaning of a punishment on Chester, and that
it 1s quite appropriate that this duel concludes the novel which portrays ‘private’

lives of its main characters.
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In Barnaby Rudge, Dickens links private lives to public events to show
that individual moral 1s at the heart of social and political upheaval.

(Stuart, 29)

Dickens is able to manage the structure of his text more thoroughly
than ever before. The result is a work which integrates its private and
public themes in such a way as to offer an early Victorian version of the
model of historical fiction Scott had established a generation earlier.

(Crawford; 1997, 187)

The problematic intersecting of private and public realms is a common
feature in Dickens’s fiction, and Barnaby Rudge especially probes this
relationship, showing how elements in private family lives enter the

scene of public crisis. (Dransfield, 75)
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‘Haredale,” said this gentleman, without the least appearance of
embarrassment or reserve, ‘I am glad to see you.’

‘Let us dispense with compliments. They are misplaced between us,’
returned the other, waving his hand, ‘ and say plainly what we have to
say. You have asked me to meet you. I am here. Why do we stand face to

face again? (103)
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‘My relative and I, who are the most Protestant fellows in the world,
give our worst wishes to the Roman Catholic cause; . . . but as each of us
has himself for the first article in his creed, we cannot commit ourselves
by joining with a very extravagant madman, such as this Gordon most
undoubtedly is. Now really, to foment his disturbances in secret,
through the medium of such a very apt instrument as my savage friend
here, may further our real ends; . . . . So much for public grounds. As to
private considerations, I confess that if these vagabonds would make
some riotous demonstration (which does not appear impossible), and
would inflict some little chastisement on Haredale as a not inactive
man among his sect, it would be extremely agreeable to my feelings,

and would amuse me beyond measure. Good again! Perhaps better!

(336-7)
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Another boy was hanged in Bow Street; other young lads in various
quarters of the town. Four wretched women, too, were out to death. In a
word, those who suffered as rioters were for the most part the weakest,

meanest, and most miserable among them. (649)
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T2 57203, ‘public 2 FETIIETE HNRVDOTIRE E VYD ‘private’ 72FE T
FLT2D72, ZORBIIEIKICO-E Y LiTbhd, X720 Tl S =BT
T 2ENE, ARV THTIND D, ERBHI Z OENIA~T T A VDT
TRENZZEITHER®RD DD, 2 NOXLIFMR, DF Y ‘private’ 7258 TOX}
NETIH o ToD T, EDOXNLTE DT TE DY EFIZ L > Toohs 7 LR T
%, DRI, IRENITF = A X —ZE1T 5 FE L LTt
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ZOEIT, PRHETF = A Z —~DUE L L TCOE®REZR D, EROEF L 72> T
VW5 ‘public & ‘private’ EWHOMEA L LEMRAH D T MR TE T, Fi.
‘public  72ETIX/e< ‘private’ 72 FEIC X HENE BAICHI TS Z &, LT
INHOFERER/C ‘private’ 7oA DOTNENTERET D LD Z ElE T 4 7 AR
—F = T V] IZBWTHELBEMIZL, ‘public et 2R ->T\5 L H T
IR, TDRE ‘private’ ZRMHUTEE 2B/ NREZFNZE WD ZEDFETH D
%4 AFROEIHTEIA L= E 912, KT A7 4 —/L K (Scott Dransfield) 1% ‘public’
IRfEi L ‘private’ REEIRAZFEOMHT D Z LI1XT 4 7 v RORF#E IR R TN D)
(75). ‘public’ & ‘private’ ZREEHATE A O EEHLHEE 2R L CHREHEA R
TLREL, FRCEHO/NIZBN TR Z 81225, LT [N —Fb—-
TV IZRET, T4 AR ZOZHOOMR A/ NG TR O R, £ ZIZRONLD
(37 1 7 AD ‘private’ ZeHRUTKT DAL TH D, ~TTAINETF = AL —DPR

Bl ENZIRANR LT & E 2 D,

bas

(ARa1E 2014 4 11 A 8 HITEME S =5k b 145 Bl (B HAKRS?)
TORFIFRINE - EEE2HLT-HDTHD,)

1 OED 0 ‘duel O£z 1.b. 12 \ORCOMEARRES LAV (a private fight
between two persons)] OFfIE LT ZOEFNEIHEN WD, DF 0 [/3—F
E—-F v TO TR 1 1819 FICFEIL SN A F THIE L UTHE L R
Fefl 12EES<public’ 72 b D TIEAR< . ‘private’ 72 HDTH Y . Adgmh o TTRE]
EWVIEEL ZOEIRTHWTND,
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