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(Lame Demon and Ghosts in A Christmas Carol)
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As the course of this tale requires that we should become acquainted, somewhere
hereabouts, with a few particulars connected with the domestic economy of Mr Sampson

Brass, and as a more convenient place than the present is not likely to occur for that
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purpose, the historian takes the friendly reader by the hand, and springing with him into
the air, and cleaving the same at a greater rate than ever Don Cleophas Leandro Perez
Zambullo and his familiar travelled through that pleasant region in company, alights with

him upon the pavement of Bevis Marks. (244)
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Oh for a good spirit who would take the house-tops off, with a more potent and benignant
hand than the lame demon in the tale, and show a Christian people what dark shapes issue
from amidst their homes, to swell the retinue of the Destroying Angel as he moves forth

among them! (648)
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Once upon a time — of all the good days in the year, on Christmas Eve — old Scrooge sat
busy in his counting-house. It was cold, bleak, biting weather: foggy withal.... The city clocks
had only just gone three, but it was quite dark already —it had not been light all day.... The
fog came pouring in at every chink and keyhole, and was so dense without, that although the

court was of the narrowest, the houses opposite were mere phantoms. (10-11)
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The ancient tower of a church, whose gruff old bell was always peeping slily down at
Scrooge out of a gothic window In the wall, became invisible, and struck the hours and

quarters in the clouds.... (14-15)
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Foggier yet, and colder. Piercing, searching, biting cold. If the good Saint Dunstan had
but nipped the Evil Spirit's nose with a touch of such weather as that, instead of using his
familiar weapons, then indeed he would have roared to lusty purpose. The owner of one
scant young nose, gnawed and mumbled by the hungry cold as bones are gnawed by dogs,
stooped down at Scrooge's keyhole to regale him with a Christmas carol: but ... Scrooge
seized the ruler with such energy of action, that the singer fled in terror, leaving the keyhole

to the fog and even more congenial frost. (15)
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But the strangest thing about it was, that from the crown of its head there sprung a bright
clear jet of light, by which all this was visible; and which was doubtless the occasion of its
using, in its duller moments, a great extinguisher for a cap, which it now held under its arm.
(29)
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[Als its belt sparkled and glittered now in one part and now in another, and what was light
one instant, at another time was dark, so the figure itself fluctuated in its distinctness: being
now a thing with one arm, now with one leg, now with twenty legs, now a pair of legs
without a head, now a head without a body: of which dissolving parts, no outline would be

visible in the dense gloom wherein they melted away. (28)
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The Grocers'!l oh, the Grocers'l nearly closed, with perhaps two shutters down, or one; but
through those gaps such glimpses! It was not alone ... that the blended scents of tea and
coffee were so grateful to the nose, or even that the raisins were so plentiful and rare, the
almonds so extremely white, the sticks of cinnamon so long and straight, the other spices so
delicious, the candied fruits so caked and spotted with molten sugar as to make the coldest

lookers-on feel faint and subsequently bilious. (46-7)
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It thrilled him with a vague uncertain horror, to know that behind the dusky shroud, there
were ghostly eyes intently fixed upon him, while he, though he stretched his own to the

utmost, could see nothing but a spectral hand and one great heap of black. (64)
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Far in this den of infamous resort, there was a low-browed, beetling shop, below a pent-
house roof, where iron, old rags, bottles, bones, and greasy offal, were bought. Upon the floor
within, were piled up heaps of rusty keys, nails, chains, hinges, files, scales, weights, and
refuse iron of all kinds. Secrets that few would like to scrutinise were bred and hidden in

mountains of unseemly rags, masses of corrupted fat, and sepulchres of bones. (66)
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I want to suppose a certain Shadow, which may go into any place...and be in all homes, and
all nooks and corners, and be supposed to be cognisant of everything, and go everywhere,

without the least difficulty. (Forster 63)
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