A Christmas Carol
— Scrooge —

The World of A Christmas Carol
— On the Peast in the Life of Scrooge, the Hero —
Akio SHINODA

(Ebenezer Scrooge) (the Ghost of Christmas Past)

He was conscious of a thousand odours floating in the air, each one connected with a
thousand thoughts, and hopes, and joys, and cares long, long, forgotten!  (26)®

(Charles Dickens, 1812-70 )

They walked along the road, Scrooge recognising every gate, and post, and tree; until a
little market-town appeared in the distance, with its bridge, its church, and winding river.
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... the broad fields were so full of merry music, that the crisp air laughed to hear it. (27)
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... alonely boy was reading near a feeble fire; and Scrooge sat down upon a form, and wept
to see his poor forgotten self as he used to be. (Ibid.)

‘ Why, it's Ali Babal ' Scrooge exclaimed in ecstasy. * It's dear old honest Ali Baba!’
Scrooge exclaimed in ecstacy. ¢ Yes, yes, | know! One Christmas time, when yonder
solitary child was left here all aone, he did come, for the first time, just like that.



Poor boy! *  (28)
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(* Peter might have known, and very likely did, the inside of a pawn-broker's.” )
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Scrooge's former self grew larger at the words, and the room became a little darker and
more dirty. The panels shrunk, the windows cracked; fragments of plaster fell out of ceiling,
and the naked laths were shown instead; ... He only knew that it was quite correct; that
everything had happened so; that there he was, alone again, when all the other boys had gone
home for the jolly holidays. (29)
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It [The door] opened; and a little girl, much younger than the boy, came darting in, and
putting her arms about his neck, and often kissing him, addressed him as her * Dear, dear
brother.’

‘| have come to bring you home, dear brother! * said the child, clapping her tiny hands,
and bending down to laugh. * To bring you home, home, home! ’
* Home, little Fan?’ returned the boy. (lbid.)

* Father is so much kinder than he used to be, that home's like Heaven! He spoke so gently
to me one dear night when | was going to bed, that | was not afraid to ask him once more
if you might come home; and he said Yes, you should; and sent me in a coach to bring you.
And you're to be aman!” said the child, opening her eyes, * and are never to come back
here; but first, we're to be together all the Christmas long, and have the merriest time in all
theworld.”  (lbid.)
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We worked, for the light's sake, near the second window as you come from Bedford Street;
and we were so brisk at it, that the people used to stop and look in. Sometimes there would
be quite a little crowd there. | saw my father coming in at the door one day when we were
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very busy, and | wondered how he could bear it™.
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My mother set herself to accommodate the quarrel, and did so next day. She brought home
a request for me to return next morning, and a high character of me, which | am very sure |
deserved. My father said | should go back no more, and should go to school. | do not write
resentfully or angrily: for | know how all these things have worked together to make me
what | am: but | never afterwards forgot, | never shall forget, | never can forget, that my
mother was warm for my being sent back™.

‘| never afterwards forgot’

‘1 never
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| could not bear to think of myself — beyond the reach of al such honourable emulation and
success. The tears ran down my face. | felt as if my heart were rent. | prayed, when | went
to bed that night, to be lifted out of the humiliation and neglect in which | was. | never had

suffered so much before. There was no envy in this®.

(“ he manifested always to a degree othewise quite unusual with him...” )*
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“ You are quite a woman, little Fan!”
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(* aman in the prime of life” )(33)
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* Another idol has displaced me; and if it can cheer and comfort you in time to come, as |
would have tried to do, | have no just cause to grieve’
* What idol has displaced you? he rejoined.
‘A golden one’
* Thisis the even-handed dealing of the world!" he said." There is nothing on which it is
so0 hard as poverty; and there is nothing it professes to condemn with such severity as the
pursuit of wedth!” (34)
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They were in another scene and place; a room, not very large or handsome, but full of
comfort. Near to the winter fire sat a beautiful young girl, so like that last that Scrooge
believed it was the same, until he saw her, now a comely matron, sitting opposite her
daughter. The noise in this room was perfectly tumultuous, for there were more children
there, than Scrooge in his agitated state of mind could count; and, unlike the celebrated herd
in the poem, they were not forty children conducting themselves like one, but every child
was conducting itself like forty. The consequences were uproarious beyond itself; but no one
seemed to care; on the contrary, the mother and daughter laughed heartily, and enjoyed it
very much;... (35)
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And yet | should have dearly liked, | own, to have touched her lips; to have questioned her,
that she might have opened them; to have looked upon the lashes of her downcast eyes, and
never raised a blush; to have let loose waves of hair, and inches of which would be a
keepsake beyond price: in short, | should have liked, | do confess, to have had the lightest
licence of a child, and yet to have been man enough to know its value. (36)
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Mr. Scrooge it was. | passed his office window; and as it was not shut up, and he had a
candle inside, | could scarcely help seeing him. His partner lies upon the point of death, |
hear; and there he sat alone. Quite alone in the world, | do believe.”  (37)

‘| told you these were shadows of the things that have been,” said the Ghost. * That they
are what they are, do not blame me!”  (lbid.)
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bear it!"” (lbid.) “ Leave me! Take me back. Haunt me no longer!” (lbid.)
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* | will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it al the year. | will live in the Past,
the Present, and the Future. The Spirits of al Three shall strive within me. | will not shut out
the lessons that they teach. Oh, tell me | may sponge away the writing on this stonel”  (70)

“ I'm quite a baby.” (72)
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