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The kettle began it! Don't tell me what
Mrs. Peerybingle said. I know better.
(Christmas Books. Oxford U.P.,1997, p.159)
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To have seen little Mrs. Peerybingle
come back with her husband, tugging at the
clothes-basket, and making the most strenu-
ous exertions to do nothing at all (for he
carried it), would have amused you almost
as much as it amused him. (Ibid., p.166)
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You never will derive so much delight
from seeing a glorious little woman in the
arms of a third party, as you would have felt
if you had seen Dot run into the Carrier's
embrace. It was the most complete, unmiti-
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gated, soul-fraught little piece of earnestness
that ever you beheld in all your days. (Ibid.,
p.229)
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Mrs. Peerybingle nodded also, fifty times
at least. Not in assent — in dumb and pity-
ing amazement; screwing up her lips the
while with all their little force (they were
never made for screwing up; [ am clear of
that) , and looking the good Carrier
through and through, in her abstraction.
(Ibid., p.168)
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He didn't look at her though; he had a
wandering and thoughtful eye which
seemed to be always projecting itself into
some other time and place, no matter what
he said; a description which will equally ap-
ply to his voice. (lbid., p.172)
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Did I mention that he had always one eye
wide open, and one eye nearly shut; and that
the one eye nearly shut, was always the ex-
pressive eye? 1 don't think | did. (Ibid.,
p.175)
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Ohyes. Johnremembered. I should think
sol (Ibid., p.167)
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The bed was soon made ready; and the
visitor, declining all refreshment but a cup
of tea, retired. Then, Dot — quite well again,
she said, quite well again — arranged the

great chair in the chimney - corner for her
husband; ...I think she must have had a kind
of notion that it was a coaxing, wheedling,
little stool.

She was, out and out, the very best filler
of a pipe, I should say, in the four quarters
of the globe. (lbid., p.180)
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And when the Expedition first discovered
her, she would listen to no terms at all, but
said, an unspeakable number of times, that
ever she should have lived to see the day!

and couldn't be got to say anything else,
except, 'Now carry me to the grave; ' which
seemed absurd, on account of her not being
dead, or anything at all like it. (}bid., p.231)
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...and begged they wouldn't trouble them-
selves about her, — for what was she? oh,
dear! a nobody! —but would forget that such
a being lived, and would take their course
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in life without her. (Ibid., p.231)
¥ ‘nobody = 2IZEDAWVAR

ZhIEROD L5124 %, ...and said, 'You
wouldn't trouble yourselves about me, — for
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'He's going, John, I think!'
Not atall. He was only going to speak.
'If you please, [ was to be left till called
for,’ said the stranger, mildly. 'Don't mind
me.! (Ibid., p.170)
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I wouldn't have missed Dot, doing the
honours in her wedding - gown, my benison
on her bright face! for any money. {(lbid.,
p.232)
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'Mr. Tackleton's compliments, and as he
hasn't got no use for the cake himself, p'raps
you'll eat it.’

And with those words, he walked off.

There was some surprise among the com-

pany, as you may imagine. (lbid., p.232)
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hasn't got no use = has no use.
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There was all the excitement of a race

about it. Chirp, chirp, chirp! Cricket a mile
ahead. Hum, hum, hum — m — m! Kettle
making play in the distance, like a great top.
Chirp, chirp, chirp! Cricket round the cor-
ner. Hum, hum, hum — m — m!{lbid,,
p.162)
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...and didn't defer himself at all to the
Indigo Trade, but said there was no help for
it now, and in Mrs. Fielding's summing up,
was a good-natured kind of man — but
coarse, my dear. (lbid., p.232)
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Little woman, how she sobbed again! John
Peerybingle would have caught her in his

arms. But no; she wouldn't let him. (Ibid.,
p.228)
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The look that Tackleton bestowed upon
him, and the start he gave! (lbid., p.229)
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Then, Dot's mother had to renew her
acquaintance with May's mother;and May's
mother always stood on her gentility; and
Dot's mother never stood on anything but
her active little feet. (Ibid., p.232)
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But suddenly yielding to the conviction

that the Deputy was a humbug, and must be
abondoned, he had got up again, turned tail
and come home. (lbid., p.233)
* lyieldto RIFTARD
conviction F&fg
humbug A< THL
turn tail = turn one's back, run away
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...Miss Slowboy, in her little errors of
judgement, may be said to have done equal
honour to her head and to her heart; and

though these did less honour to the baby's
head, which they were the occasional means
of bringing into contact with deal doors,
dressers, stair-rails, bedposts, and other for-

eign substances, still they were the honest
results of Tilly Slowboy's constant astonish-
ment at finding herself so kindly treated, and
installed in such a comfort-able home.
(Ibid., p.166)
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With these words he carried it off, and car-
ried himself off too: merely stopping at the
door, to take the flowers and favours from
his horse's head, and to kick that animal
once, in the ribs, as a means of informing
him that there was a screw loose in his ar-
rangements. (lbid., p.230)
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'A dot and' —here he glanced at the baby
— 'a dot and carry — I won't say it, for fear I
should spoail it; but I was very near a joke. 1

don't know as ever | was nearer.' (Ibid.,
p.163)
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So plain, too! Bless you, you might have
understood it like a book — better than some

books you and I could name, perhaps.
(Ibid., p.161)
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...and Tilly had been bred by public char-
ity, a foundling; which word, though only dif-
fering from fondling by one vowel's length,
is very different in meaning, and expresses
quite another thing. (Ibid., p.166)
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Let me narrate exactly how it happened.
I should have proceeded to do so, in my very
first word, but for this plain consideration
—if I am to tell a story I must begin at the
beginning; and how is it possible to begin at
the beginning, without beginning at the
kettle? (Ibid., p.159)
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He was often near to something or other

very clever, by his own account: this lum-

bering, slow, honest John; this John so

heavy, but so light of spirit; so rough upon

the surface, but so gentle at the core; so dull
without, so quick within; so stolid, but so

good! (Jbid., p.163-4)

X : was often near to something or other
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stolid = not betraying emotion
lumbering = moving heavily and clumsily
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There was all the excitement of a race
about it. Chirp, chirp, chirp! Cricket a mile
ahead. Hum, hum, hum — m — m!(/bid.,
p.162)
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Until at last they got so jumbled together,
in the hurry-skurry, helter-skelter of the
match, that whether the kettle chirped and
the Cricket hummed, or the Cricket chirped
and the kettle hummed, or they both chirped
and both hummed, it would have taken a
clearer head than yours or mine to have de-
cided with anything like certainty. (Ibid.,
p.162)
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To sum up all, the lid, resisting Mrs.
Peerybingle's fingers first of all turned topsy-
turvy, and then, with an ingenious pertinac-
ity deserving of a better cause, dives side-
ways in — down to the very bottom of the
kettle. And the hull of the Royal George has
never made half the monstrous resistance
to coming out of the water, which the lid of
that kettle employed against Mrs.
Peerybingle, before she got it up again.
(Ibid., p.160)
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It's a dark night,...and the rotten leaves are
lying by the way;

and above, all is mist and darkness, and be-
low, all is mire and clay;

and there's only one relief in all the sad and
murky air;

and I don’t know that it is one, for it's nothing
but a glare;

of deep and angry crimson, where the sun and
wind together,

set a brand upon the clouds for being guilty
of such weather;

and the widest open country is a long dull
streak of black;

and there's hoar-frost on the finger-post, and
thaw upon the track;

and the ice it isn't water, and the water isn't
free;

and you couldn't say that anything is what it
ought to be;

but he's coming, coming, coming! — (lbid.,
p.161)
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In doing which she lost her temper, or
mislaid it for an instant; for, the water —
being uncomfortably cold, and in that slippy,
slushy, sleety sort of state wherein it seems
to penetrate through every kind of sub-
stance, patten rings included —had laid hold
of Mrs. Peerybingle's toes, and even
splashed her legs. (Ibid., pp.159-160)
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... and chirruped its little body into fifty
pieces, ... (Ibid., p.162)
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