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Micawber’s Speech

—On Dickens’s Character-Drawing—

ISAMU ISHIT

Abstract

Dickens’s comic characters, nearly all of them, have their own way of speaking, Mr,
Micawber (David Copperfield)likes a pompous speech ; besides he has a wonderful epistolary

power, which serves to maintain his “shabby-genteel” appearance, When writing a letter or

a diary in general, one tends to describe one’s mind in its serious aspects——tends to expose

one’s own inner struggle As for Mr .Micawber,however, it is not the case. To be sure,he seems

to have some inner struggle, but there is“no deep psychology or high ideology such as seen

in Raskolinikov’ s(Dostoevski : Crime and Punishment) mind, Micawber’ s words are too bombastic

to express his inside in detail, Can we say the writer (Dickens) has failed in his attempt ?

No, Through his pompous style, Micawber seems to turn his poverty and ignomity into

something magnificient, As he meets with difficulties, he seems to become all the more alive

and active, I think this is because the writer has endowed him with a creative linguistic

power, and that here lies a triumph of Dickens’s style,

“-..] am, however, delighted to add
that I have now an immediate pros-

”

pect of something turning up, ---
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ﬁ%mﬁiofimbt&gmxlo 7% 51:] (ibid, p, 148) X EARMIR TV 3. KES,
David Copperfield 3T, Ab—)—~QEHE MABRUT, $a—A-2RBTERA] EACRKR
EX.WZ, 2 :'"‘)\”Ba@lﬁbéfﬁﬁli}}i DEE’J %0) %‘5, BhrHIAE, %}\i)h@?{#\:%i)\i}hx_fb\%b),

Ty, BUBRCE, <oty T 4——%K, AT AT . FEHIML T KOHE, LHEINI,
_ T =R, =—=FRMVRE, tEy PV L ¥, TIF

R, EEERNAIA—T 4= FOFBHITHIE DEVE *“My advice is, never do to-morrow what
WhE2BREIOERE L2 TNS, $a—-2—0 _ you can do today, Procrastination is the
WL E, 27 4~ FRTFERRMEL, R T thief of time  Collar him !'” (chap, 12, p.

BT HTBL, B s EER, FRCL>THFO 163)

BIRBPRLBCLTHD., BRI, v —F B BHs HOBREEVIOE, 5 SHETEACE3, RUT,
BRI 2LV EBRELUIETE, —KEBTTH BEEICT A2, &V ATT X, HESRFBFORAT
X by B, e FEELOBMCEET 2 T BAR Uz x, 7

25, AUz 2itog T L X URWEFOW
LTHEIRFLORBIBLTV S,
ABICHIERE UTNT b, RGN ETE -
NBHE; BETREEED, HHEDCEBEBEMRETL mycs s, , '
VBB Udl, ﬁfyﬁmgo{rﬁﬁm.%%@_gv;gf,&@“ﬁomm@%@m,oacafgzm,
BT, VOB ERIZAT, BEPEOENSH KEHFETH 5. SEFRLOFFLF DS, ‘pro-
23 TF< | (chap, °11, P, 149) OTHB, | - ‘ cratmatlon” 5, ng)—‘ﬁg: b’cgiz‘{uAL\fa‘éé
CONBOEHRBL T, W%‘@i, AR — B R Al 91)’»_ 5 3”‘)\"‘@575‘55%’@57”57?%5%%73’%5
Dﬂjb, *Micawberism’ g:tnp mﬁ@ﬁﬁ@ﬁ Er.a);:p’
CERE XD TH D,
*ﬁd,C®wﬂ~»~&&5k%@%,%mw®§r'
TSHVOEN SHEL TR AR, oA
BEEE, F 1o, UMY UTORAH R 5 5 Hes 58,7
CETAM 3L ANERRE D DN, T 4ry X

w‘C@loEﬁqﬁ,ﬁb%x?ﬂﬁb,%m#ﬁfw
"Some thmg w111 turn up”’, K%ﬁ'b‘ Xhiz AE

' "Under the 1mpressmn ,: S'ud Mr chawber,
. "that your peregrmatlons in thls metropohs
“have not as yet ‘been extenswe, and that
Hyou mxght have some dlfflculty in’ penef
" itratmg the arcana of the Modern Babylon in
" ‘the dlrectlon of the Cnty Road——m short

40)/]\3{663, (_o);g;’;)\%b)ﬁn{‘ﬂtgﬂbkb’f‘oﬂf said Mr, Micawber, in another burst of
s, rp Y DEEPRSI . confldence, “that YOU mlght lose yourself
WM, ¥R M, MaCrmllan 1954) [T X 5. &R ce? (1b1d p. 146)

g, WIRER A 28WULL (SRR LIsk T B S a—"m S ARV,
E ST ‘ ‘ [&7210C QBB OMWEER, 7, B,
e ’

f(%&%%of?b,v74~'ﬂ~kﬁﬁw.
SRt 0 Y ORERES DR, S, TTFHLL
caa#bi?®f-oibjs:~»—3&u;
¥1: 3, FTBRYT, Vol  [EFRBEOREZ
B b LILERAD T

...4 stoutish;. middle~-aged person, in'a i
brown ‘surtout and black tights and. skoes,
with no more. hair upon his head (which
‘was. a large oné, ‘and very shining) than -
there 'is upon an’egg, and with a very N ‘ ,
By FyDZl &% Modern Babylon”22) @ &,
mnﬁ%®,$ﬁwkfy§@®%§ap%wﬂ4 Kﬁgfﬁéb,ﬁnﬂwﬂ"k“5;ﬁ®m&1®t
~y%%f;%%umfﬁﬁ(%hmﬁ%<f,vz B2V EbL L, BRSO EhLOU bbb
Q, THTHUTW) ki, JIERRIC, E0OFED. E\‘Sh% “in shart”bi{ﬂi@ﬁﬁﬁ 'C%;Z)

72, SEEE, BIKISERL TN T

extensive face--, (chap, 11, p. 145)

-- "thls is mdeed a meetmg Wthh is calcu—
R R, T@*’"’é’ 7&%}3®?§23€E§(@@i 57 lated to impress the mind with a sense of
LOTH DD, OIS DIAREEALENLD the instability and uncertainty of :all human
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—in short, it is a most extraordinary
meeting.” (chap, 17, p. 239)

renREr, ART<TOC iR, K%, R
DR LITENE 5 X S ICHEEEA T HRVWTTQ
—o% b, ZhERELEV AT EVHRWTY,

*...The twins no longer derive their suste-
nance from Nature’s founts—in short, ”
said Mr, Micawber, in one of his burst of
confidence, “they are weaned.---”(ibid, p.241)
TR R 5, BIRDRN L IIFERI S TE
NERA, ——2OF0 ] I 2—-ZLRFDRKL
FTHEINREILE-T, Vot b, Fo
NI ATL The ]

FI2BITIEE I Y, o0t 0, -
WS ot 03, BENLSVEDLLR, R
EHOD D BICFEL, BRRT, HRICOFERSRBICEHY
e B0 AT B X%, “in short” TH.3I—1,
(—og0 | &, DEVWEFANBTI S ELLT, AT,
WAOWRHZEE > L TAENM IS,

XT, VAT a2 — 3=t EOTNES &b,
B, Bl o BB EVLME, HEKHAFEEIC
b, BRI B L0, #hice - T EENZB
DL EZ TS, 128, RUNOEEH 51T ]
bbb, ABICEBLBRELTENENS, FHE
B AL TiE, - R, DOREEI 2> TWVE00
IoiRxs L%, TLT, 3a—3=% 2AD
REDL > TEILTRRELIILD D L, TOERM
5, oI 2REENCL T, RIg2 KT T ©h
75, B e Hichs develope 373 A #i3, FD7
$—AR—DNEIC L5 “TIERAY” THEH, T3—
=i, AR OEHEETDRT S, £DTIHIT,
TCEDL I RTHVEINTNEIDTHS 0,
iR 2HT. UL, WtokEzER?, @4 RE
5 & —HERENTEIDTH S,

“It is my fate”, said Mr  Micawber,
unfeignedly sobbing, but doing even that,
with a shadow of the old expression of
doing something genteel ; --- '
---until he put up his pocket-handkerchief,
pulled up his shirt-collar, and to delude any
person in the neighborhood who might have
been observing him, hummed a tune with

his hat very much on one side (chap, 49,

o B # 39

¢

p. 660) IR
TR GROERTT] & $ A S AU, bR
5L UL KWTE ords, %5 Lshib b, s
RS e BT B2V 3 BOSDOHITOV ISR
T DNCEESRT, -

SR D L5 Ay BFRUEL, ¥ Y OBERY
<, BETHIFINT, BOOETR2RTVICL
i ATEN LRSI IE, BRI AL -
FieEy T, BEPOTIAL.

rusicr=o0XTHsb. LaL, MIRIC, MLET
HO0BRITIIIZVD, T OB, TEEOESHV, 7
BEDLDTH D, TbLYVHRT, I=2——-%2RFA
BIOMHFICILEED, < H0LHBROIDVLIFTT
5. [TABB ISR TVAEY] OTHAS.

BRI L AE B THK B, Thud, ek - TOR
B EORBEECH 5 LA, RFEATY, MERAPICE
BEPDERE% b EERT 5,

0= 7 4= AR RHRT, -3, BEOH
v FEEOCHIZ S5 B0, MREEIA BT a2
—7 4 =AY, BRHEOBEEE T, [TRHzEOHLEBAX
st ARRIZC 2DV ] EENDD, 3 a—3—
KRBELTIDH, RO XD 2FE2ZITIS

“The die is cast—all is over, Hiding the
ravages of care with a sickly mask of mirth,
I have not informed you this evening, that
there is no hope of remittance ! Under these
circumstances, alike humiliating to endure,
humiliating to contemplate, and humiliating
to relate, I have discharged the pecuniary
liability contracted at this establishment,
by giving a note of hand, made payable
fourteen days after date, at my residence,
Pentonville, London, When it becomes due,
it will not be taken up, The result is
destruction, The bolt is impending, and
the tree must fall,

“This is the last communication, my dear
Copperfield, you will ever receive

“From
“The
“Beggared Qutcast,
“WILKINS MICAWBER”, (chap,
57, pp. 246—7)
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[T ohg Ui—BHHEKLE U, Rk
7;6@(%@(&@1%311716, %%@@rw%vc,
ﬁﬁ@%&&?c&% SR, B TIC I 5L
FHATLYL, BLEE, Bo M, Ta $ELL
BMEWVS L7, THNSEBOTFTRE-T, Bi
HEOHUOHLDI4ERT, oy Fy D=y by
4—»®ﬂ®%mnmr,iﬁm%§¥ﬁ%@ﬁb
T, %%f&btﬁ%@%uibt BRI 5T
PANRIST SR ETE, FORKER, BRTT
ELES AL LT, BRENTITRE 0 L0,
T, BUE a,=7 4= A F X, HEIAD
;%4&@?#&’635 DET.
FHEA
TANLFRe I a—,3—

Xol

[CNBBBEOFHE] LBNT Y, i, Thd
BHIOFHTEH 5. v —~TDRKPERTILE (52
), NUGBEILHBA—A LTV T CH EICEBLI
b daonrE, “Wilkins Micawber” B4 A D&
fifiz 8 Bd 5. Hb, 17F, 28%, 36%, 49% (2i),
528, 548, 63 THIY, BT ARV Y [Th
DRBEOFHK] OHBETENTVIDTHS ).

FIETH, REECHT VD EDOKE LB EbL
PEEXERINE Y, “in short” 115, LEOH
NEHET ASERWAINS L3k, Bz
12, EREZHSTWD, b, BRI ZEL M
5%, TOBKRMSIERDHT, 22 ->T, BOOHE
3%%mb,rgaé®m 2 TW3, chid, s=2~—
»—®%O$E%Hﬁfﬁé

J. H MMabL~r4&/z®ﬂ%mA%(~7~
i3, .flat characters 215§ Ed#b70C, comce
eccentrics LFL LU TWA) KEL TR, 270/
25, [TehBkbhfEL, #o_5 T, situation iTX
S>TEbIN B, EERSERTZOEA0, b2
IhiE, Captain Cuttle D X 51T comic grotesgue
ThHBHT LR DT, serious ZAMIT 2B ] L o
DIFTWE, [Ll] &35 —R3FHITED =2~
A= REDO/D strategy B AR ICER T2 L
KXoT, ¥b50MICEEDLAL T EHN--BOD
U ERERERICEE L b ORELT, 2¥Lh
BELTLEMNTES, L DX SHEXE 5, B
K B IS — D DREDH 2 & o TV 5, Al

,mmmlaﬁﬁfga --- Bl % linguistically

5

O FEL b LTINBEY] &,

T2, BEULWBER»ETORBERC X 31X
220 TRV, BEOLLLE, [EF2—HrETT,
BH%25125] (p. 149, p. 660, etc) L X BFKT
$%, B, BrEHCIISER, s2—-2—REo
T, BREERZ LT IEDOTFHRLIbY -1 BHRER
STWVWAESTHS

“The die is cast—all is over” &\ 5 i3, 1
D, T LBOEEHICH LT, BHREETHS. BT
WARIZE DI, 32— —BHYE I BRBEOFE, &
REOCRBHOFETH D, FITE 5> TETIRIOANDS
WE AL LB, VWblE, HRINOHIROEEDS,
“all is over” ZDTH 5, REITE, FIcEHC X
AZEETH S, EXFHOHEMHCEDLING I 2 —3—F
AL D” 2V Hns) 12, bhubhof Bivid
Biehs3sa—n—t, ZBELILZST, O Wt
B BERINTITL. #oT, HOXENL, 35—
DED XHTHK LT LV, OOWBEHFEL L
TTiL, bok, EENZ, BEEGRTIFREL
T, HirEx o TV3 DEEbh 3,

$ 2~ R—DFET—-FEL IO, F6FHGE)
D, e—=70NL 5B EHE DB INIFRT
B5. N X5, ThE, BECELE, FiR
Ciz2su s, “Dear Miss Trotwood and gentlemen
—” Thh% 0, Wmlof,ﬁﬁﬁot%ﬁf%ofm
DT, FRO—DLRIBUTILONLIBVERS,

CHhECOREL,—FITTheFThdit, $a2—2
—~ DB 2 BATRICRE S 5 1 HICHT NI
b, 528 (RAABRICBET3) ThHs. Th T,
~y R ENE, BTRE o BRI 0BT TS
Bl tnolc s oA, BAREXENS, DLOARZ
PHFRHFL, BOEWEINPEERZIOITHES L
UMY B B2 T2h5, 4%, O XS IKE

55, “P'm ’umble” ( [FAIEHHHEN $DT))E,

A<RORRICE VDS b, BT, BDETIHITEL
DF, FLERPEELT, BRXE, V4277 4—2F
RHPEXE, LTOWT ¥ AACFERHEIL LTV 3
B, v —7RHENIC, 121X 0S T DIERDESN
RRWADTHS.
%wmm,mauleumﬁ@s:~x~w,mmm
HESCTH B REIFT B X 5 2BEMHN A, Thil,
bED, TEICEBBADHEE LT 5D, RO
Bl T hiie 2185, '

BRI, to o RV o FDE, o237 4= 0 b
Oy b o N, Fao2, PFVARKRENES,
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“I will lead this life no longer. I am a
wretched being,cut off from every thing that
makes life tolerable, I have been under a
Taboo in that infernal scoundrel’s service,
Give me back my wife, give me back my
family, substitute Micawber for the petty
wretch who walks about in the boots at
present on my feet, and call upon me to
swallow a sword to-morrow, and I'll do it,
With an appetite ! ” (chap. 49, p. 663)

[FAZ N EC OAFERH TITER L EEA,
FAZ—HE 2 MUV DIZT A LS55 D5,
WEFERY, HbEIShT, B RARRDOTTAS
. HOMFIRE LEZ b TNT, EHlDR
Hitd > TWIzDTT, FERELUTRAIWV, K%
BUTFEW, FAORBICHAEHZ 3N THEZIE ST
W3, BOMIY, B ROIERLHT, LD =
—RX=RLZTFXWV., ZUCTHBIR A TI2FL X
ST, BARESRUTTRY, T4, BULWULLE
LIRS AR DR /- - R

CHIBUWERTE S, LT85T 0%
BN ORI LS L LTV AE, BEBFR~TETOREIED,
SUEHOED Y X LLFED, W FIEHENH TS

LT B,

“I’ll put my hand in no man’s hand, ”------
“until I have—blown to fragments—the—a—
detestable—serpent—Heep ! I’ 1l partake of no
one’ s hospitality, until I have— a— moved
Mount Vesuvius—to eruption— on— a— the
abandoned rascal—Heep ! ------I—a—1T1" 1l know
nobody—and—a—say nothing— and—a— live
nowhere—until have crushed—to—a—undis-
coverable atoms — the— transcendent and
immortal hypocrite and perjurer—Heep ! ”
(ibid, pp. 663—4)

[BMZ 8 S B DOFRHDOT ORI b EL C &L
FRA] e [FI—F D—F D—Bh/s—IE % —r
— Tl RRTREFLFELT—RBE TR —
HIIFEOHBFT I EDE A, OIS F O
—e =T —FDH—LIl—v . RY 4 T X[ 2—
FD)—IFFEIRTRBRETIE ! e Hiz—%D 5
—FEL B O BVERA—FNLE—FD 53—}
HAUEBA—~LENDE—ZD ) =L LIC d{FA R

)
il

25 41

A—3& D— AN D U 1o —RF5 D R2E TS
—t —~ 7R SIEMEITEIE S TLUE S E T !

BREOHFED, v Fr ARIMING, @E2Liss
TV A bbb s, 8, v —FDOZBNED D kFHE T
ATWBII32DTHAH. TH578o TR,
KEBEEOr —TBEARELTY, ThEUEELT
LEH>DTHA. MFERBEINCHEL TO “KE” T3,
SR bk, OELBHELTLEIDOTIZ HB W
b, WEHEELLTIE, BEXIOIRLT, Ch2EsT AL
MTFE 220,

BT E - C, v—7OHEFH, BECE, wie Kk
FRUAmEE, e —~7EHFMHES, $=2—3—1, AEL
TEWICFE2I OB U THS 5D 5

“‘Dear Miss Trotwood and gentlemen-—---In
appearing before you to denounce probably
the most consummate Villain that has ever
existed, ’” (chap. 52, p. 699)

FProy by, MERGCIMEEER— - REK C Ot
KHOUIHTR, AoHL AL bHUALEERS
I AT, B XADHNBEDLNAI2Y .,
<t

FiE O B2 237, v — S ICEEEr O YO T
eAHCT B,

e

‘I ask no consideration for myself The
victim, from my cradle, of pecuniary liabil-
ities to which I have been unable to respond,
I have ever been the sport and toy of de-
basing circumstances, Ignominy, Want,
Despair, and Madness, have, collectively or
separately, been the attendants of my
career.’” (ibid)

[ NVERBED DI DR 2> OTB 0 &
A, HYPOEL S CHIRIST A T & D2k -
72, EBOBHETH AR, TRETEILVE
BOIMOWE 5 > TEI2OTH0ET, EEE, K
ZL, MEE, IEREE, FEEE 5 Th, 300N
{8 & Bl 21, INEOREFRCHENRILD T H 0 %
ERR

BiPhE, L, VR IaATH A, BIOOREL,

BB 2 LSV 5, FOEHTIE, B
MELUTWVWA LS TH S,
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“‘In an accumulation of Ignominy, Want,
Despair, and Madness, I entered the office
—or, as our lively neighbour the Gaul would
term it, the Bureau—of the Firm, nominally
conducted under the appellation of Wickfield
and — Heep, but, in reality, wielded by—
Heep alone, Heep, and only Heep, is the
mainspring of that machine, Heep, and only
Heep, is the Forger and the Cheat, ’” (ibid)
F H’}E—E@a RZ &, HEEL, FLAVELEL ST
d\ﬁ:utz QDEE%%EE, g, bhibho
E‘i&} S
ﬁuv4yy74—»vﬁdw——t—fam5z
HOTIRBEINTVE TN, EBER, v—7HD
R IN TV AHEDOEBEHAASTTDTHO &
T ov—=7, Ubd, ©—7" R0 20RO
BOTHDET, e~—~7, Lrd, v—~7KT»H
EwECHD, FEHBTTOTHOET. ] ]

E% “Heep” CUTH, 498M, ERZLDEED
ERTY o 2 RUNE BB ST, 0 EDDY X ADH
WWHL AT NIEEE & UTHEMSR, IR T3,
ik & 55 5> 2508 b, HIOHARBCEDRN
iR a——DLDBE0E EVEREFL TV
LM LT, WICK2ES “Heep” 1THEHBE
1D D—IERILDTH D, BHEOZDODLY T v AL
ULYRADL OELUT, KO TH A
»b@;i%mFiéf%A®ﬁAféﬂﬁiomJ*
”J*OL‘TL‘é‘ r%_a ............... R %: ............... s %
R TTTPPPPIPPI s k%f%a’ Cbté‘?%’g O%O%%Cam
B FFH,. COFBOBER, T¥ATOMTHRZED
%. (pp. 699—705).

Pk, 3a—3=-20) A%, TOEESHVOH
%%%ﬁbfét.@%%%é%of,ﬁ%@ﬂ%tﬁ
A3 o503, TORRKMAERE, HLRED
k,k?&%kboﬁﬂfﬁbiﬁéﬂ%®f&éb,
BEHAINEF AR, BRI TIEEORRFET D
ST L, F121%, fBOAE DBERITENTY 7
ATHEHENHCLETHE, 251EE, %hnE UTHD
h, ROl Eiz THELE, BN A3 iR
FTHD, IhTH B E bE X 505, L OBk
v, FROELSKIEDHIC T F, 3 2—3—Hu3, [EHIC
B EBDTH S,

eI B OFMBE O TV ARA(T D X 5 7s5HE

—EHTTIRVD) O RIEEHET R LI TE 3,

:j}\’r—7,fr—

F, “flat” LV SEETEHL DR,

B

C O, DA 2 REOBRFICA S TIINTHS
5, foT, TOROEDLOEF 2HiHT 5250,
FiIo®, HELOKEIC L 2% CH S, AT ZBRTAX
BILi2 A, TORSHERPBA0IC, §FTRTEFI:
-~ A—FEORBRFBAHALU L, BOLLWELTD LS
EOREHHRIT, 32— 23— i3 EDR0DTHS
DOREOMRI1E bRVLERS ¥, BOAY
s, Fih, WELTH, TOAYDOLEEREI®II UL
V. SR EEICL oD, BRCEIES, ADE
B> THODEEBES 2E2 38505 275K,
BT, v —~7BTE, 32— -0 X, TER
FTI. N, v~70D “I'm’ umbie” DEFIZIA
TRV, CAYREAYORS TS S, 7 4 —
R R—$3, “eccentric” r §, “grotesque” & {nEE
F 4 AD
N EET AR, AEETHS

“flat” ZAPIEIEL oD LEEL L. $=—53
— LRI, ERGEEREAA-F R, LEOT &
{15, =y T 4 ~NFET AR
FOM FHEOKBIC ERUT, BoLT L, [A—
X 2 13&H5% A | (Barkis is willin’) 2fR&E LT 35
5, p. 60) IIEHD~=y T 4 & Kl
THY, BRBICERT|E L AHEATEL, “Barkis is
&gty (chap, 30, p. 415) . %
72, HI o PORPLEIAVEEIOOD,
lone lorn creetur” 250, AWEEUIT T3 E

%, 23— 7 4— )

5. (chap,

willin™”

“I am a

WS L0, OB S TN B E NI RUTH 5,

# AP, EEIREER ST SN TOT, Zhig,
HORTOMRTH D, i OB X - T, T
ZIRET A 213780, LoNAEHRMHAL 354
X35, FhiC b5 ¥, BO—ATEIHFELET,
b & DEFTINT, ERP2HY, $TF9. &%
B SNTIEL &S, —R, FEULEGONEHT
HF, ThWT 4y XOMFRORBELE T L LS.
CD XD REHBOELIFRT, ITHVORFTIEDLS
iz ¥ (2, G, H Ford ORIz BIC LT, &
Fi% o TN &85 ’

Dickens’s characters do not seem to be

talking to each other, but af each other®,

CEPERA -9

talking to each other & E 2, HEINFEHE,
FEDORAMICEREL TIF ORI LT, talking at---
EEZE, VI, ACRKEELHERPHEFCH T
QUEFTEOT, LI, FI=T 4452752020
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St “flat characters” & “round char-
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In the beginning of the change that gradually
worked in me, when I tried to get a better
understanding of myself and be a betterman,
I did glance, through some indefinite proba-
tion, to a period when I might possibly
hope to cancel the mistaken past, and to be
so vlessed as to marry her. (chap.58, p.764)
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“It’s swincle, I never entecred for this sort
of service, There’ll be no credit in heing

jolly with him ! ” (chap, 33)
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