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Victorian men and women from various levels of society and different

social backgrounds held and articulated opinions on the important public

issues of the day. The volume and variety of that contemplation suggest

that latter-day generalizations about the spirit of the age oversimplify the

Victorians' complex and many-voiced debates. (xvii)
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Close study of public opinion between 1837 and 1883 suggests that the
traditional model of “&’ Victorian attitude — patriarchal domination,



10 Agnes 0 —*“angel in the house” [ “ strong-minded woman”0 O O 0 —

expressed publicly as “woman worship” — is inadequate. The predomi-

nant form of Victorian writing about women is not pronouncement but

debate. Moreover, the arguments in this debate were both more complex

and more fluid than the model of a single dominant cultural myth would

indicate.! (xi)
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0 “critical responseto literary heroines, both angelic and strong-minded, suggests that in
the middle decades of the century the feminine ideal was changing” (81) 0 0 0 O O O
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[t is necessary for her to lay aside her natural caprice, her love of self-
indulgence, her vanity, her indolence — in short, her very self — and
assuming a new nature, which nothing less than watchfulness and prayer
can enable her constantly to maintain, to spend her mental and moral
capabilities in devising means for promoting the happiness of others,
while her own derives aremote and secondary existence from theirs.

(15-16)
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00000000000 00000OJdohnForster 18480 O The Examiner 0 O
00 VanityFairO0 00O 0O 00O Ameliad O O O “good and sweet but somewhat selfish
andinsipid’(468) 0 0 O O O O O O Dickensd Esther Summerson0 OO0 O0O0OO
000000000000 DO185300 The AthenaeumO O O O “Estheris|. . .] too
precociously good, too perfectly self-present, and too helpful to every one around her to
carry asenseof redity...” (1087) 0 00 000 0O OO O O angelicwomanO O O
0000000000000 000000D0OOO0 Patmored The Angel inthe
House0O O OO O OO OO QOO DO O The North British Reviewd 18580 [0 “Mr.
Patmore seems to us to take at once an exaggerated view of woman's natural graces, and
avery depreciating view of their capacities for growth” (543)0 O D O QO OO0 O 0O
oo
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[Pllaythings and slaves are not what men look for in wives. They want
partners of their cares, counsellorsin their perplexities, aidsin their enter-
prises, and companions in their pursuits. To represent a pretty face, an
affectionate disposition, and a weak intellect as together constituting the
most attractive of women, isalibel on both sexes. (297)
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ooooooooooo
Jane Eyre, in spite of some grand things about her, is a being totally
uncongenial to our feelings from beginning to end. We acknowledge her
firmness — we respect her determination — we fedl for her struggles;
but, for al that, and setting aside higher considerations, the impression
she leaves on our mind is that of a decidedly vulgar-minded woman —
one whom we should not care for as an acquaintance, whom we should

not seek as a friend, whom we should not desire for a relation, and whom
we should scrupulously avoid for a governess. a77)
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Emilia0 00 00000000000000000000WaneEyred 00000
O000O0O0ODO0ODO“Now, Jane, be her faults what they may, is never tedious; her worst
enemy cannot say that she wearies him, and this probably is the reason why she comesin
for rather more than her fair share of our love and favour” (477). Strong-minded heroine
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0000000000000 D0000D00000D0David0OODO OO Dorald
000000000000 000DavidOOOOOOO “I had been unhappy in try-
ing it; | could not endure my own solitary wisdom; | could not reconcile it with her for-
mer appeal to me as my child-wife” (697)0 O O O “Better to be naturally Dora than any-
thing elsein theworld” (696)00 O O O O “child-wife' D000 Dorad0 OO O OO OO
O00OD0DavidDODOODODOOOOOODOODOOODOOODODora0OOOOONO
gobooobbooboboobuooboobobouooboborab D000 O
000000000 D0DavidODO OO OOODOO “[I]t would have been better for me
if my wife could have helped me more, and shared the many thoughts in which | had no
partner[...]” (697).Dora0 0 00000000000 OOOOOOOOODOOO
OO0 Agnesd David0 D00 OO0 0DO0O00O0OOO0OODDODO Davidd Dorall
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Davidd “It was nothing, now, that | had accustomed myself to think of her, when we
were both mere children, as one who was far removed from my wild fancies. | had
bestowed my passionate tenderness upon another object” (817) D 0D D OO0 OO0 OO
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and must remainmine” (861) 0 D0 0O O0OOOOAgnesD OO0 OOOOOOO
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woman” 0 O O O Betseyd O O O “A fine firm fellow, with awill of your own. With
resolution. [. . .] With determination. With character, Trot. With strength of character that
is not to be influenced, except on good reason, by anybody, or by anything” (275) O O
O000000O0Agnes000D0OODOOOODOOOODOODOOMerrynWilliamsQO
0000000000000 00O0O0O0OO0OQOO Dorad DavidD OO O AgnesO O
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Agnes|. . .] emerges from her sad childhood a stronger person than those

who have never think or plan. We understand that she has no ‘feminine

weakness because she immediately sees Steerforth for what he is, and

does not resent Dora. (82
O0000000000Agnes0 000000000 OOODOOOOODOO
OO0Steerforth0 DavidO O OO0 O0O0O000COCOOOO0O0OOOAgnesI OO0
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goo0o0boO0o00o0o0bbobUUO0AgnesD D00 00O0O0OO0OODODDODODOOO
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Agnesd “If she trains the young girls whom she has about her, to be like herself [. . .]
Heaven knows, her life will be well employed! Useful and happy, as she said that day!
How could she be otherwise than useful and happy!” (837) 0 O O O Betseyd O O O
000000000 Agnes0 00000000 OOOOODOOOOODODO Betsey
gooooooo

Betsey[d “strong-mindedwoman” 0 000000000 OODOOOODOOO
000 OWilliamsO DickensD 000 0000000000000 OOOOO0O
OO0OOMrs dlyoyD OODOOODOOOOOOO0OOOOOOOOO0OODOOO
O000D00DOD0O0O84M0O00HesingerD 000 0O *“strong-minded woman” [
0000000oooooooOO0O0O0O00000000000D0DOO0O0O0ODO
00000000000000000000000000O* 000 BetseyO
DavidO “I was the object of her constant solicitude; and my poor mother herself could
not have loved me better, or studied more how to make me happy” (538)0 0 00O 0O O
000000000000 o0O0David0OOUOOCOOOODavidOODODOODO
00o00oU00ooooUdoo0ooU0Uoooooooooooooooooooog
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O0Agnes0 0000000000000 0ODODOODOOOOOOODODOO
000 “l am certain of success. So many people know me here, and think kindly of me,
that | am certain. Don’'t mistrust me. Our wants are not many. If | rent the dear old house,
and keep a school, | shall be useful and happy” (776). 0 O AgnesD OO OO0 OO0 OO
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000000000000 00000000O0000000 bavidO OO “She
was happy and useful, was prospering as she had hoped” (8150 0000000 O OO
O00DaviddOOOAgnes0 00 O0O0OO0OODOODOODODO O Strong-minded hero-
ine0000Agnes0 000000000000 OOODOODOQO DavidO Agnesd
angel 00 000ODoral OO0 AgnesD D00 ODO0OOOOOOOOOCOOO
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| had advanced in fame and fortune, my domestic joy was perfect, | had

been married ten happy years. Agnes and | were sitting by the fire, in our

house in London, one night in spring, and three of our children were

playingintheroom|[...] . (866)
OO0DavidDOODOOODOCOOOOAgnesDO0OOOOOOCOOODODODOO
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0000000000000 DO The Woman Question: Society and Literature in Britain and
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2 Lewes The Westminster Review (1853)0 “They [Rochester and Jane Eyre] are men and
women of deep feeling, clear intellects, vehement tempers, bad manners, ungraceful, yet love-
able persons. Their address is brusgue, perhaps unpleasant, but, at any rate, individual, direct,
free from ‘shams’ and conventions of al kinds. They outrage good taste, yet they fascinate.”
(donooopooOoooogoo

3 0000 Merryn WilliamsO Women in the English Novel 1800-19000 0 00000

4 “The most significant aspect of the contemporary reception of Aurora Leigh, however, is the
number of critics who do not find the spectacle of an independent-minded heroine fulfilling the
angelic role to be either unnatural or impossible.” (102)
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