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David Copperfield: Steerforth as a Byronic Hero
Kazuho Yoshida

Abstract

David Copperfield (1849-50) is usually considered the dividing point in Dickens'’s
career between the early and late novels. It is carefully crafted and unified novel,
presenting its hero as a Victorian man. If we regarded David as a Victorian man, we
could not disregard his class consciousness, and Steerforth is closely related to David’s
class consciousness. Although he is a man of gentleman class, Steerforth does not
want to continue living a stable life, and, what he tries to find the meaning of life on his
own, brings about his tragic end. This paper shows Steerforth as ‘a Byronic Hero’, by
considering him from the viewpoint of his relationship to David, his own character, and

his seduction of Emily and his tragic end.
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The natural result of this treatment, continued, | suppose, for some six months
or more, was to make me sullen, dull, and dogged. | was not made the less so by
my sense of being daily more and more shut out and alienated from my mother.
(55)
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To see Steerforth walk to church before us, arm-in-arm with Miss Creakle,
was one of the great sights of my life. | didn't think Miss Creakle equal to little
Em’ly in point of beauty, and | didn't love her (I didn't dare); but | thought her a
young lady of extraordinary attractions, and in point of gentility not to be
surpassed. When Steerforth, in white trousers, carried her parasol for her, | felt
proud to know him; and believed that she could not choose but adore him with all
her heart. Mr. Sharp and Mr. Mell were both notable personages in my eyes;
but Steerforth was to them what the sun was to two stars. (92)
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For myself, | felt so much self-reproach and contrition for my part in what
had happened, that nothing would have enabled me to keep back my tears but the
fear that Steerforth, who often looked at me, | saw, might think it unfriendly—or, |
should rather say, considering our relative ages, and the feeling with which |
regarded him, undutiful—if | showed the emotion which distressed me. (100)
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‘He would have risen against all constraint; but he found himself the monarch
of the place, and he haughtily determined to be worthy of his station. It was like
himself.’ (296)
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‘Why, there’s a pretty wide separation between them and us,’ said Steerforth,
with indifference. ‘They are not to be expected to be as sensitive as we are. Their
delicacy is not to be shocked, or hurt very easily. They are wonderfully virtuous, |
dare say. Some people contend for that, at least; and | am sure | don't want to



contradict them. But they have not very fine natures, and they may be thankful

that, like their coarse rough skins, they are not easily wounded.” (294)
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AT R 2 B Eo A By L ERADETELLNG o WA
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HZLIZRDL, ZOEFIE, BORT 4T 74— ADEMERTR L TND0D LS 720
Fithd, A7 4T 7+ —ADZI Y —FRKIZONWTIE, TA T4y RIZxHT D227 47
T —ADNL(HamZRBLL TOSE, [bOBRIAIZL b, FOHFRR—v L LT
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There was a passionate dejection in his manner that quite amazed me. He
was more unlike himself than I could have supposed possible.

‘It would be better to be this poor Peggotty, or his lout of a nephew,” he said,
getting up and leaning moodily against the chimney-piece, with his face towards the
fire, ‘than to be myself, twenty times richer and twenty times wiser, and be the
torment to myself that | have been, in this Devil’'s bark of a boat, within the last
half-hour!” (322)
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And you, ye crags, upon whose extreme edge
| stand, and on the torrent’s brink beneath
Behold the tall pines dwindled as to shrubs
In dizziness of distance; when a leap,

A stir, a motion, even a breath, would bring
My breast upon its rocky bosom’s bed

To rest for ever—wherefore do | pause? ' ¢’
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WDRHEZFHRTZRE, WEDHRENT 5%, BEENIINTLEI RATZIERH-TELTYH
X, BEoZ T, EO—FBRP oL ATHEATEBNTINIZEZ] @32)551HT
HD, TORNIAT 4T 7+ —ANES LS EITERIMEST 2, A7 47 74+—AF, 7
AT —. ZHWEBROAMITBR ST 4RI o2 Ebia, #iX, 204 TEEESD
MRIFERATE L —RZ, 1EICH 2O LEARIOT T, ax, BEWE X
(436) L 59, ZOFHEIX, AT AT 7+ —ANEIFORMTH 5'Daisy 71 7 4 v &
MIRT DT THELO T RWZ L Z2ERT D, ZOFHEIZX, AT AT 7+—ANTA V4
v Rz BHORONI AR EZRNV T HAELE L TND L2 RLTNDLDOTH D,
ZDEICBZIRE, AT 4T 74 —ADTIAA AT 4 v 7 &b ENDITENOBH B BEF
TEXDHDThHD, Palzy b Vaild, A7 47+ —ADEMN, B LA - TR
DEIRZWDONT Y v I AT —=ARHG LD TORHROKNZRRLUT-#E & LT,
B 2 BRI R B E R U 2 < BF R BT ERRTNENR | RAF AT T 4—AD
TIV—FK, BTELIE. AT AT 74— ARNLET I =05 8D L RVENE
EEBEZTTET TR, LT 420720 U —OEWE MR 2, RN R EE 2 H U X
IELTCOITEIEEX DD THD, Wix, AT 4T 74—AD A THDERTHET
X 5127251 (1 am heavy company for myself sometimes’)(322) & V9 SZE X, o HF
DREBOBFETCHICEY, FTFEFmdOoNn=n, BEVPHOONMHTH 03P 212, i
CHORRZBECLED, AN ELATNDIZEERLTNDIDTHD, v A
T — R e R—A Lo lc AT 4T 74 —AF, KETEDFENEZRAD ENHIEEL R
<, FMSBHTELS 2D VIRB R, Ay I A7+ — FRFTRELTHSN, B
EXFENFRICENATE T, e EDEER S & Bk W o3 H/MER—FEIZ72 D



TAF DR LEZRDENCODVWTHEDNGFES>TWNDL I b, Ele~ T 4 v 77
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(5 L) Tempest CEELLTLE S, ZOEIZEITDE ML, KEZ2E T THED LT
WHNR, IV —Z I =1y O, B URISEATITE, BT = U — (Shelly) @ X
SIHIE LI AT 4 T 74— A%« 2 THHORFUCHE L TEE R L 5 ITR A
Do BIZTA T 4 v RiE, BREZTIIXMTAORE, BEEBEZEDTNL LRV AT ¢
T 7 A= ADFER EEe D MR OZE LI AEEEAERF L L D LTI TE DR
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T 7 —ADNRAB=y 7 «b—a—15dz b5, -z, =TIV —0FK, BT
BHLLEWIZAAL AT 4w I REHFENELTZELTH, AT AT 74 —REITA T4 v
RONEWMICa~ T 4 v 7085 5 XA EE LT, HOLOHF TAZEIITEHT D
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Paul Davis, Dickens Companion (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1999), p.105.

2 Paul Schlicke, Oxford Reader's Companion to Dickens ed. Paul Schlicke (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1999), p.147.

3 Allan Grant, A Preface to Dickens (London: Longman, 1984), p.112.

Charles Dickens, David Copperfield (New York: Oxford University Press, 1989),
p.55. IR, SIASCERIFICL Y, sIAREBO( )=V a7,

5 T 472X, T Z Tthough there was a child once set in the midst of the
Disciples'(55) & fHIF MM TWAH Z LIFFEHICET 2, Zhik, v A ICXo@EE,
F18H2 —3HI~NDFEKLTHD, BTFENPATADOE LIZET nWofon, KETIX
DR WBIZABENDTT)] EEo7DITR L, A =X FH R FEFFREFE, 5
DEAPFICLE T, TESKHER IV, DEVINZ THRFO X 51272 67207 U,
RKEZIEWD Z LI TERNWTHAH | EFIDThD, ZOXFAIZLDWMEEF~
DEKIZEY, Ty o XFu~ AROFHE L 8T 5 F Bl 2 RO ThH 5,

6 H—TANDRBUL, BAERAINE L FERE THST-DT, L [EH, TL1D

b D] LEZ T, FHHCEBOAR Lo 25t 2 228 U, £ ORER,

FHONEIL, FTETLEI VS LFEERDD L DI =T A VP EREAT

KXY, TEITLZEICRDE, ZOXROELHLIENSL, ZAEL Y b

(Smollett), 7 7 +—(Defoe), 7 4 —/N7 ¢ > 7 (Fielding) 72 & & #ite Z L IT72 572,
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TITF— TA—NT 4Tl Eeimted THEROFEICBET 5 BRI X EIT
WHEFZ D, MEROTATARIT, FOBEERELZITHE S &35, WEROE
FELTOREBEE-T-E2 NS, [#iFE TZYHE&’*&??J — T ARLy S L
H B Ot — (HARMONY % 10 75, pp.113-4.) ] Y= >« AF 27—k + 2 /1(John
Stuart Mill)i%. Autobiography(1873)IZBW\ T, HH~DRXBOHEBIZHONTiET
Wo, ZTRIZEDE, INORBIL, BEFFHZHICLIDDIRNoT2, £V
STEREPFRT D2 LF, WOFHO—EHIE ST 0D DT TIERY, £V oTo
DODARZRXBUT, BEFODEV =6 ThHDH, VX, Arabian Nights, 7> >
(Cazotte) ™ Arabian Tales, Don Quixote, x> 7 — A4 SO Popular Tales 7s:
EEFTEBL TS, AENE-> TWEARD T T LITHERC Robinson Crusoe 7% fx b 45
LATEX S TH D, [John Stuart Mill, Autobiography (Harmondsworth: Penguin,
1989), p.30.] I/ 8 ~12 FRITB DI TR L7 E AT L UL, ~— FA b
MTAT 4y NICLTEHEBEETA T 4y ROLBELET LB A6ND, oWk
O, IWE, TRAFEE L WEA M 2570 < T, HATROARBZ FRWeR, 2
g < DIZ, BB TG Z LD FE > TV Z L 2iE, RIZFR S eho72DTh
5.1 (Autobiography, p.32.) LiR_XTNWEHINLTH D,
BEERDOZ T 4 DRFENT T AL (George Bryan Brummell, 1778-1840) T, 1
Fr s RO R T o mEE L, HITEEOMELZ L TWe—TOFEROR S
ELTHEZZITEN, A— bbb A v 7 AT 4— RV ) BIENRBEERELZEAL
2o WIFTEFEFNOIEDIT L EZADRVIRIERE TS LA ENEHLERD D, Y E
A7 Gl o CHALZB L., [REBE— [ ¥V) R - m~vrExm5il] (LREE
J. 1995) , p.356.]
</l -T2 R 2—A(Malcolm Andrews)id, #EEDFEY FELTOTA T 1 >
ROKRED . HMOBEFER &L L TOHEBMEDORIKICR > TV D REREHL TV D,
[Malcolm Andrews, Dickens and the Grown-Up Child (lowa: University of lowa
Press, 1994), p. 154] Z®Z ki, 74#/x#§§ﬂﬁhtﬁm@¢%L i <
LT, AERE L TEREERIC DEENBEN TS Z LBz %
HDT, BIsHETEEZXDDTHD,
Valxzy b Varit, (A7 4773 —A1%, 19 HALOBEBIAEIZH L, o X
IMBEEICD Z b TET, FHOIIREZX 2RO L b TE R, HOMEMIZ
KT ORI, HEOFRFEHOBE THDL, ] Lib~<%, [Juliet John, Dickens'’s
Villains. Melodrama, Characters, Popular Culture (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2001), p.178.]
INREER T4 XY A E=WEE] G4t 2001) |, pp.41-2.
Juliet John, gp. cit.., p.180.
NABALHESRNNAS vV BEORIZL > TEHE R il 72oT0 %, (1798)
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[T FE e N4 S iR (p.997.)]
Frank Donovan, Dickens and Youth (New York: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1968),
p.31.
LT, AV 4y RIZH LTIV —DBHSEDHEIIOWTE2TLFETH D,
‘Besides,’...,'your father was a gentleman and your mother is a lady; and my father
was a fisherman and my mother was a fisherman’s daughter, and uncle Dan is a
fisherman.’ (34-5)
Frank Donovan, gp. cit., p.31.

PO 13 [EMmoR] ThRveix, AIREHE 3E~DELTHDL, THLEA
TIREDELERRIZEEMORNT 205 [HEOH] ThoH1, =7 CORICIE, 2
DIENIT T O] 238 > T, Mid, THEOR ] OFIZ K> TEEAZH - 72 N,
SHIT MEMmoR] OEZ LIS TRV, NEVRIAEXLHE IR T LaB,
THLEATHHEENGIBRLIZOTHD,
Lord Byron. Selected Poems ed. Susan J. Wolfson and Peter J. Manning
(Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1996), p.472.
Juliet John, gp. cit., p.176.
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