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[See] how eagerly this writer takes every suggestion, how little of self-esteem and
self-sufficiency there is, with what a consciousness of the tendency of his humour
to exuberance he surrenders what is needful to restrain it, and of what small
account to him is any special piece of work in his care and his considerateness for
the general design. (Forster 365-7)
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There isagenera delusion likewise, in these lower regions, on the subject of time;
everybody conceiving that it ought to be, at the earliest, ten o’clock at night,
whereat it is not yet three in the afternoon. A shadowy idea of wickedness com-
mitted, haunts every individual in the party; and each one secretly thinks the other
a companion in guilt, whom it would be agreeable to avoid. No man or woman
has the hardihood to hint at the projected visit to the play. Anyone receiving the
notion of the ball, would be scouted as a malignant idiot. (532)
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The Captain had spread the cloth with great care, and was making some egg-
saucepan a little saucepan: basting the fowl from time to time during the process
with a strong interest, as it turned and browned on a string before the fire. Having
propped Florence up with cushions on the sofa, which was aready wheeled into a
warm corner for her greater comfort, the Captain pursued his cooking with extraor-
dinary skill, making hot gravy in a second little saucepan, boiling a handful of
potatoes in a third, never forgetting the egg-sauce in the first, and making an
impartial round of basting and stirring with the most useful of spoons every
minute. Besides these cares, the Captain had to keep his eye on a diminutive fry-
ing-pan, in which some sausages were hissing and bubbling in a most musical
manner; and there was never such a radiant cook as the Captain looked, in the
height and heat of these functions: it being impossible to say whether his face or
his glazed hat shone the brighter. (773)
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