SYNOPSIS

Dr. Blimber, the proprietor and headmaster of a Brighton school in Dickens’
Dombey and Son, is another Mr. Dombey—another in the sense that regardless of his
pupils’ feelings and capabilities, he coerces them into the agonizing process of
premature flowering, thus making havoc of them. In his school, “a great hot-house,”
pupils take pain to learn vast quantities of the classics. Dr. Blimber believes in the
superiority of his educational system, and fails to recognize the disastrous effects it has
on the pupils. His system operates like a factory, so that pupils are exhausted. In Paul
Dombey’s case, his health fails. Dr. Blimber’s management of school is not genuinely
educational, but to make a man of him in the shortest period possible at the lowest cost.
Dr. Blimber’s school fails totally to educate its pupils effectively or to respond to their
physical and mental needs as they are growing up. The great clock in the school
resounds through the building, and its oppressive chiming symbolizes the equally

oppressive system of education that Dr. Blimber advocates.
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All the boys blew before their time. Mental green-peas were produced at Christmas,
and intellectual asparagus all the year round. Mathematical gooseberries (very sour
ones too) were common at untimely seasons, and from mere sprouts of bushes, under
Doctor Blimber's cultivation. Every description of Greek and Latin vegetable was got

off the driest twigs of boys, under the frostiest circumstances. Nature was of no
consequence at all.4

(Thomas Carlyle, 1795-1881)
(Sartor Resartus, 1833-34) (Teufelsdrockh)
5

(Paul)

“Shall we
make a man of him?” (142)

“I had rather be a child.”(143)

“You
would still wish my little friend to acquire—"(143)

“Everything, if you please, Doctor.” (143)

(Florence)

“infant” “boy”
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(Emile, 1762) 7
“old-fashioned”
(Mrs. Blimber)

(Cornelia) “Bring him on, Cornelia! Bring him on!” (182)

(Mr. Toots)

“Analysis of the character of P. Dombey” (180)

(Mr. Feeder, B.A) “a

kind of human barrel-organ” (140)
“barrel”
“stony-hearted verbs, savage noun-substantives, inflexible

syntactic passages, and ghosts of exercises that appeared to them in their dreams”
(140-41)
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(Nicholas Nickleby, 1838-39)

“Gentlemen, we will now resume our studies.”
(159)
“The studies went round like a mighty wheel, and the young gentlemen were always
stretched upon it.” (159)

“Gentlemen, we will resume our studies at

seven tomorrow.” (156)



“How do you do, my little friend?” (142)
“how, is, my, lit, tle, friend?” (142)

“old-fashioned”
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Paul asked him a multitude of questions about chimes and clocks: as, whether
people watched up in the lonely church steeples by night to make them strike, and
how the bells were rung when people died, and whether those were different bells

from wedding bells, or only sounded dismal in the fancies of the living. (188)

He had to peep into those rooms upstairs, and think how solitary they would be
when he was gone, and wonder through how many silent days, weeks, months,
and years, they would continue just as grave and undisturbed. He had to think—
would any other child (old-fashioned, like himself) stray there at any time, to
whom the same grotesque distortions of pattern and furniture would manifest
themselves; and would anybody tell that boy of little Dombey, who had been there
once? (189)

(King Alfred)
“it would be the



ruin of the clock trade if it was to come up again.” (189)

“old-fashioned”

18 19 (Adam Smith, 1723-90)
(Jeremy Bentham, 1748-1832)

They comprised a little English, and a deal of Latin—names of things, declensions
of articles and substantives, exercises thereon, and preliminary rules—a trifle of
orthography, a glance at ancient history, a wink or two at modern ditto, a few

tables, two or three weights and measures, and a little general information. (158)

(old Glubb)
‘I couldn’t hear of it. This is not the place for Glubbs of any kind." (159)

(Brighton)



10
‘How much do you know of your Latin

Grammar, Dombey?' (148)

‘None of it.’ (148)

‘There is a great deal of nonsense—and worse—talked about young people not

being pressed too hard at first, and being tempted on, and all the rest of it, Sir,
said Mrs Pipchin, impatiently rubbing her hooked nose. ‘It never was thought of in
my time, and it has no business to be thought of now. My opinion is “keep 'em at

it (137)

great manager of children” (98)

(Briggs) (Tozer)
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“The end of Man is an Action, and not a Thought."11

‘Dombey, Dombey, you have always been my favourite pupil. God bless you!
(198)

The Doctor had determined to paint the house outside, and put it in thorough

repair; and to give up the business, and to give up Cornelia. (814)
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