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You will be surprised to hear that | have changed the end of “Great
Expectations” from and after Pip’s return to Joe’s, and finding his little
likeness there.

Bulwer (who has been, as | think | told you, extraordinarily taken by
the book) so strongly urged it upon me, after reading the proofs, and
supported his views with such good reasons, that | resolved to make the

change.l

“such good reasons”
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1 Mamie Dickens and Georgina Hogarth, eds., The Letters of Charles Dickens (London:
Macmillan, 1893) 521.

2 Richard J. Dunn, “Far, Far Better Thing: Dickens’ Later Endings,” Dickens
Studies Annual 7 (1978): 232
3 John Forster “the first ending nevertheless seems to be more consistent

with the drift, as well as natural working out, of the tale, and for this reason it is

preserved in a note” John Forster, The Life of Charles Dickens, vol. 3
(London: Chapman and Hall, 1874) 336.
4 Monroe Engel “Itis

reasonable then to suggest that Pip has reentered the ruined Eden in order to leave

again, as Adam had left, chastened and with his chastened Eve....” Monroe Engel, The



George Bernard Shaw Shaw
6 Dickens
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Pip  Estella

I [Pip] had heard of the death of [Estella’s] husband (from an accident
consequent on ill-treating a horse), and of her being married again to a
Shropshire doctor, who, against his interest, had once very manfully
interposed, on an occasion when he was in professional attendance on Mr.

Drummle, and had witnessed some outrageous treatment of her.(461)”

Maturity of Dickens (MA: Harvard University Press, 1959) 167-8.

5 Martin Meisel “That scene, [Pip’s] return to Joe’s and the finding of little

Pip, remains practically unchanged, and it is the true ending of Great Expectations.”
Martin Meisel, “The Ending of Great Expectations,” Essays in Criticism 15

(1965): 327.

6 Shaw “Dickens wrote two endings, and made a mess of both.” “So

far the new ending was in every way better than the first one.”

“Since that parting | have been able to
think of her without the old unhappiness; but | have never tried to see her again, and |
know I never shall” Dan H. Laurence
and Martin Quinn, eds., Shaw on Dickens (New York: Frederick Ungar, 1985) 55, 56.

7 The Oxford Illustrated Dickens Great Expectations (Oxford: Oxford



Drummle Estella
Shropshire Estella
Pip
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Drummle Estella “..for
anything | [Pip] knew, she was married again”(458).
“lI had heard of...her being married again to a
Shropshire doctor...”
Estella

Estella

I took her hand in mine, and we went out of the ruined place; and, as
the morning mists had risen long ago when 1 first left the forge, so, the
evening mists were rising now, and in all the broad expanse of tranquil light

they showed to me, | saw no shadow of another parting from her.(460)

Pip  Estella
Pip  Estella
“We are

friends,’ said I, rising and bending over her, as she rose from the bench. ‘And will

University Press, 1953)
8 George Bernard Shaw “Unfortunately, what Bulwer
wanted was what is called a happy ending, presenting Pip and Estella as reunited

lovers who were going to marry and live happily ever after....” Laurence and Quinn 56.



continue friends apart,’ said Estella”(460).

“l saw no shadow of another
parting from her” “another parting” The
Oxford English Dictionary “another” “One more, one further;
originally a second of two things; subsequently extended to anything additional or
remaining beyond those already considered; an additional.”®

“another parting” “one parting” “partings”

“another parting”

“another parting” “one
parting” Pip Estella

“lI saw no shadow of another parting from her”

| take thee to my wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward,
for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love,
cherish, and to obey, till death us do part, according to God's holy ordinance;

and thereto | give thee my troth.10

Pip Estella
Pip Estella
“To me parting is a painful thing. To me, the remembrance of
our last parting has been ever mournful and painful”(460). “our last
parting” Pip Estella
“another parting” “one parting”
Miss

9 The Oxford English Dictionary, vol.1 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1933) 348.
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Havisham

Pip  Estella

Estella  Pip
Pip
Biddy Estella Pip

‘Tell me as an old friend. Have you quite forgotten her?’

‘My dear Biddy, | have forgotten nothing in my life that ever had a
foremost place there, and little that ever had any place there. But that poor
dream, as | once used to call it, has all gone by, Biddy, all gone by’

Nevertheless, | knew while | said those words, that | secretly
intended to revisit the site of the old house that evening, alone, for her sake.
Yes, even so. For Estella’s sake.(457-8)

Pip Estella

Estella Pip Pip

Pip Estella

“another parting” “one parting” “lI saw no
shadow of another parting from her”

“another parting”

The Oxford English Dictionary
“another” “another parting”

Pip Estella

Pip Estella

“another parting” “partings”



“l saw no shadow of
another parting from her”

“another parting” “one parting” “partings”

We changed again, and yet again, and it was now too late and too far
to go back, and | went on. And the mists had all solemnly risen now, and the

world lay spread before me.(152)

Joe Pip Pip

Pip
“...as the morning mists had risen long
ago when | first left the forge, so, the evening mists were rising now....” “the

morning mists”

“had risen” “were
rising”

Pip Estella Pip

“shadow” “parting”
Pip Estella

J. Hillis Miller

A Victorian novel is, finally, a structure in which the elements (characters,

scenes, images) are not detachable pieces, each with a given nature and



meaning, each adding its part to the meaning of the whole. Every element
draws its meaning from the others, so that the novel must be described as a

self-generating and self-sustaining system....11

Dickens
Kate Flint “In the case of
many of his earlier novels, most frequently in his appended prefaces, Dickens had tried

to cover himself against such criticism by claiming that each work had a particular

focus.”12 Dickens
Dombey and Son
13 Great Expectations
Angus Wilson “the most completely unified work of art that
Dickens ever produced”14 Great Expectation
Miller
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11 J. Hillis Miller, The Form of Victorian Fiction (OH: Arete, 1968) 30.

12 “such criticism”  Bleak House George
Brimley Kate Flint, Dickens (Gr. Brit.: Harvester, 1986) 59
13 Edgar Johnson “...Dombey is the first masterpiece of

Dickens’s maturity.... The problem of building a united plot around a central theme so
imperfectly tackled in Chuzzlewitis triumphantly solved in Dombey. None of Dickens'’s
later books exhibit the loose improvisation with which he had begun....” Edgar Johnson,
Charles Dickens.: His Tragedy and Triumph, vol.2 (London: Hamish Hamilton, 1952)
643.

14 Angus Wilson, The World of Charles Dickens (London: The Book Society, 1970) 269.

15



Estella

“another”

Pip  Estella “another”

“another”

Great

Expectations

Great

Expectations

16

16 Dickens  Great Expectations



