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| fancied, as | looked at her, that | dlipped hopelessly back into the coarse
and common boy again. O the sense of distance and disparity that came
upon me, and the inaccessibility that came about her!
(235)
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No character points out his shallowness throughout more effectively
than Estella, questioning and teasing him, mocking his efforts to be his
own hero. [. . .] no character so writes her own novel, escaping Pip’s
monomaniacal obsession, than Estella, who throughout is wiser, sadder,
and funnier than Pip, — and who is the character most entirely “bent and
broken” by the novel into another form.
(154)
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| was very glad afterwards to have had the interview; for, in her face
and in her voice, and in her touch, she gave me the assurance, that suffer-
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ing had been stronger than Miss Havisham's teaching, and had given her
aheart to understand what my heart used to be.
(509)
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“

[. .. .] now, when suffering has been stronger than all other teaching,

and has taught me to understand what your heart used to be. | have been

bent and broken, but — | hope — into a better shape.”

(484)
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1 000D0O00000O Hilary M. Schor0 “Adept Dickens readers might note the specifics of
the reprise: the return of Dora and Agnes in Estella and Biddy; [. . .] the careful regret and hard-
won wisdom of thefirst person narrator and the romance of maturity’ (153)0 0 0 00000

2 Merryn Williams[O ‘The women in Great Expectations (except Biddy) are completely different
from their predecessors. In this novel it is the man whose heart is wrung by the coldness and cru-
elty of women, not the other way round’ (86-87) 0 O 0 O O O O O O Michael Slaterd ‘Great
Expectationsis anovel without a heroineto love and admire’ 0 0 O O O O (282)0
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‘he states that on a specific evening in a specified place, he was unable to foresee another parting
— a statement one must certify as truthful regardless of subsequent events. Pip divulges al he
knew or could have known at thetime' (44) 0 0000000
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