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The Daily News (John Russdll, 1792-1878)
("Crime and Education™) 6 "A
Sleep to Startle Us®

...anauful sightitis. | blush to quote Oliver Twist for an authority, but it stands on that ground,
and is precisely such a place as the Jew lived in.  The school is held in three most wretched
rooms on the first floor of a rotten house; every plank, and timber, and brick, and lath, and
piece of plaster in which, shakes as you walk. One room is devoted to the girls: two to the
boys.... | have never seen ... anything so shocking as the dire neglect of soul and body
exhibited in these children.?



('in the prodigious misery and ignorance)

‘Want and Ignorance'

The Masters are extremely quiet, honest, good men.... They are well-grounded in The
Scotch--the Glasgow--system of elementary instruction, which is excellent one; and they try to
reach the boys by kindness. To gain their attention in any way, is a difficulty, quite gigantic.
To impress them, even with the idea of God, when their own condition is so desolate, becomes
a monstrous task.... And here it is that the viciousness of insisting on creeds and forms in

educating such miserable beings, is most apparent.g)

10)

1846 2 4 The Daily News

The close, low, chamber at the back, in which the boys were crowded, was so foul and
stifling as to be, at first, amost insupportable. But its moral aspect was so far worse than its
physical, that this was soon forgotten. Huddled together on a bench about the room, and
shown out by some flaring candles stuck against the walls, were a crowd of boys, varying
from mere infants to young men;

sellers of fruits herbs, lucifer-maches, flints; sleepers under the bridges; young thieves and



beggars--with nothing natural to youth about them: with nothing frank, ingenuous, or pleasant
in their faces; low-browed, vicious, cunning, wicked; abandoned of all help but this; speeding

downward to destruction; and Unutterably I gnorant. ™

Ragged School 2
Jo

(‘Unutterably Ignorance’)

| have no desire to praise the system pursued in the Ragged Schools: which is necessarily
very imperfect, if indeed there be one. So far as | have any means of judging of what is
taught there, | should individually object to it, as not being sufficiently secular, and as
presenting too many religious mysteries and difficulties, to minds not sufficiently prepared

for their reception.*?

(‘excellent”)

The new position | found in this Ragged School of the frightful neglect by the State ...
and finally impelled me to an endeavor to bring these Institutions under the notice of the
Government; with some faint hope that the vastness of the question would supersede the
Theology of the schools, and that the Bench of the Bishops might adjust the latter question,

after some small grant had been conceded. | made the attempt: and have heard no more



of the subject, from that hour.®

(the Committee of Council on Education) 4
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('l had agood deal to write for Lord John Russell about
the Ragged Schools.") The Daily News
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.... There is no doubt that they [four ragged schools] are (almost of necessity so far) badly
managed; and there is no doubt, | think, that the Union "take in" Schools, which are not,
properly speaking, Ragged Schools at al.

Have you seen the School on Saffron Hill?--in West Street? That is a Ragged School.

What | want to do, before moving legidatively in the matter, is to try an experimental
Normal Ragged School, on a system. It could be done, without reference to the Union, at
avery small expence; and surely you and | could set one going, and ascertain, by facts and
figures, and regular entriesin books, what could be donein Three Months. | am sure there

would be no difficulty in getting money by voluntary subscri ption.”)

the Union

(‘the boys would not be wearied to death ... by long Pulpit discourses.... They might

be amused, instructed, and in some sort reformed....") *®

7 (Public Education, 1853)

(‘Shuttleworthian nonsense’) *°’
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Edinburgh Review
Macvey Napier

21

Napier

1843 9 24 Starey

.. it seems to me of vital importance that no persons, however well intentioned, should
perplex the minds of these unfortunate creatures with religious mysteries that young people
with the best advantage can but imperfectly understand. | heard a lady visitor, the night |
was among you, propounding questions in reference to the "Lamb of God" which | almost
unquestionably would not suffer any one to put to my children; recollecting the immense
absurdities that were suggested to my childhood by the like injudicious catechizing.?



(Evangelicalism)

1850
3 HW AYR

"A Sleep To Startle Us' 1852 3 13

It is no depreciation of the devoted people whom | found presiding here, to add, that
with such assistance as a trained knowledge of the business of instruction, and sound system
adjusted to the peculiar difficulties and conditions of this sphere of action, their usefulness

could be increased fifty-fold in afew months.?®
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(‘'monitorial system’) ('pupil teacher system’)
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'the Home for Homeless
Women,' Urania Cottage
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