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The particulars of the assassination being withheld, the strength of the narrator is put
forth, in the beginning of the story, to whet curiosity in respect to these particulars;
and, so far, he is but in proper pursuance of his main design. But from this intention he
unwittingly passes into the error of exaggeration anticipation. And error though it be, it

is an error wrought with consummate skill. (Poe ”Barnaby Rudge” 239)
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“And so your husband is a brickmaker?”

“How do you know that, sir?” asks the woman, astonished.

“Why, I suppose so, from the colour of the clay upon your bag and on your dress. And I
know brickmakers go about working at piecework in different places. And I am sorry to say

I have known them cruel to their wives.” (554-55)
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