Of all impostures Self-Deception is the most dangerous,
because |east suspected.
J. Mason, Self-Knowledge (1758), 1, xi.



(Charles Dickens, 1812-70)
(Little Dorrit, 1855-57)

(ego)
(self)
( [Karen Horney] [Erich
Fromm] [Harry S. Sullivan]




(Arthur Clennam)
(retiringcharacter) (311)

(sense of helplessness) (679)
140
(Flora Finching)

(Amy Dorrit)
(Casby)

It is hardly necessary to add, that beyond all doubt he would have presented
himself at Mr. Casby’s door, if there had been no Little Dorrit in existence;
for we al know how we all deceive ourselves—---that is to say, how people
in general, our profounder selves excepted, deceive themselves—----as to
motives of action. (144)

(sins of commission)

(our better selves)

(ATaleof Two Cities, 1859)
(Great Expectations, 1860-61) (Pip)



(Bildungsroman)

(Joe Gargery)

(Estella)

It was clear that | must repair to our town next day, and in the first flow of
my repentance it was equally clear that | must stay at Joe's. But, when | had
secured my box-place by to-morrow’s coach . . . | was not by any means
convinced on the last point, and began to invent reasons and make excuses
for putting up at the Blue Boar. . . . All other swindlers upon earth are
nothing to the self-swindlers, and with such pretences did | cheat myself.
Surely a curious thing. That | should innocently take a bad half-crown of
somebody else's manu-facture, is reasonable enough; but that | should
knowingly reckon the spurious coin of my own make, as good money! (213)
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(expectations)
(disappointments)
(misunderstandings)

(Miss Havisham)

Freudian dslip)

( Have asham)

(parapraxis



(Satis House)

(49)

grain of mustard seed) (Maitt. 13: 31-32; Mark 4: 30; Luke 13: 19)

(Hard Times, 1854)
“Asyou sow, soyou shall reap.”

(  Pirrip)
(palindrome)
(Biddy)

(79)

(78)

(tableau vivant)
(M. C. Escher) (L. S. Penrose)

(a



(Ascending and Descending, 1960)

(optical illusion)

(whirling over a gulf)
(438) —

(Eccl. 1: 2)

(Psam 118: 8)

(Herbert Pocket)
11 20

(Sydney Carton)

(apathy)



(Lucie Manette) “I am a
disappointed drudge, sir. | care for no man on earth, and no man on earth cares for
me.” (79)

(acting out)
(William Fortesque) 9
“Blessed is the man who expects nothing, for he shall never be disappointed.”
(Sept. 23, 1725)

(rigid and unloving home)  (165)

(sins of omission)

(improbability) (730)
(paralogism)

(Young John Chivery)

He did what he could to muster a smile, and returned, ‘Y our fancy. You
are completely mistaken.’
‘I mistaken, sir!” said Young John. ‘I completely mistaken on that subject!



No, Mr. Clennam, don't tell me so. On any other, if you like, for | don't set
up to be a penetrating character, and am well aware of my own deficiencies. .
. (729)

(Matt. 7: 3)

(Meagles)

(Pickwick)

(Brownlow)

(194)



10

(Daniel Doyce)

(apractical man) (121)
(an invention . . . of great importance to his country and his fellow-
creatures) (119) (apublic offender)

“To be great
is to be misunderstood.”

“aweakness which none
of us need go into the next street to find” (204)

“meagles’ ()

(Henry Gowan) (Pet)

(Miss Wade) (809)
2 21

“1 have the misfor-tune
of not being afool.” (663)

(imposed upon)
(most fools)

“1 hate [Gowan] . . . [w]orse than his wife,
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because | was once dupe enough, and false enough to myself, almost to love him. . .
" (659)

(660)

(Nobody’ s Fault)

‘You remind me of the days’ said Mr. Meagles, suddenly drooping
——but she's very fond of him, and hides his faults, and thinks that no one
sees them——and he certainly iswell connected, and of avery good family!’

It was the only comfort he had in the loss of his daughter, and if he made
the most of it, who could blame him? (814)
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“If thereis. . .
anything that represents . . . our English holding-on by nonsense.. . . it isabeadle.”
(18)

(Nobody' s Fault ) (Every-
body’ s Fault) u “Nobody”
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(Mrs. Clennam) 25
(Mr. Dorrit)

(moral paralysis)

(356)
(her own deception) (357)
(Flintwinch)

. But that’s the way you cheat yourself. Just as you cheat yourself into
making out, that you didn’'t do all this business because you were a rigorous
woman, all slight, and spite, and power, and unforgiveness, but because you

were a servant and aminister, and were appointedto doiit. . . .” (782)

(65)

(appearance)
(redlity)
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(euphemism)
(Testimonial) (83)
(Spirit) (369)

(74)

(227)

(private father)

“You know my position, Amy. | have not been able to do much for you;
but all | have been able to do, | have done. . . .

‘| am in the twenty-third year of my life here,’ he said, with a catch in his
breath that was not so much a sob as an irrepressible sound of self-approval,
the momentary outburst of a noble consciousness. . . .

Only the wisdom that holds the clue to all hearts and al mysteries, can
surely know to what extent a man, especially a man brought down as this
man had been, can impose upon himself. (230-31)
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“atouch of shame’ (226)

. Asto taking care of me; | can—ha—take care of myself. Or,” he
added after a moment, ‘if | should need to be taken care of, |—hum can,
with the—ha—-blessing of Providence, be taken care of. |—hahum—I
cannot, my dear child, think of engrossing, and—ha—asit were, sacrificing
you.” (611)

(Mrs. Genera)

(fragmentary) (477)

(sacrificing) (engrossing)
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“Her father is al for himself in his views and against sharing her with
any one.” (258)
(Providence)

(Frederick)

(pang)
638)— —

(227)
(374)
(old Nandy) (641)
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The Oxford Illustrated
Dickens

G. M. Trevelyan, English Social History (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1982), p.
530.

,1974), p. 187.

“What's in a name?’ (Romeo and Juliet, 2. 2. 43)

“Good-bye, Pipl—you will
always keep the name of Pip, you know.” (149)

M C ,
, 1994), p. 108
George Sherburn, ed., The Correspondence of Alexander Pope (Oxford: Clarendon,
1956), Voal. I, p. 323.

(Nathaniel Hawthorne) “The Birthmark”

(John Forster) (Mosses from an
OldManse ) (1846)

(Aylmer)

(unconsciousself-deception)

(Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Complete Short Sories of Hawthorne [New York:
Doubleday, 1959], p. 229)

Jiddu Krishnamurti, The First & Last Freedom (New York: Harper & Row, 1975), p.
120.

R. W. Emerson, “Self-Reliance” (1841) Essays (London: J. M. Dent & Sons, 1947), p.
37.
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10

11

12

13

(Bert G.
Hornback, Noah's Arkitecture: A Study of Dickens Mythology [Athens: Ohio Univ.
Press, 1972], p. 102)
“The thing is as true as it ever was.” (190)
(OF L = beloved)
(719, 817)

(Fanny) (“Mr.
Sparkler, who, if he still believed [which there is not any reason to doubt] that she
had no nonsense about her, rather deceived himself” [499] )

(family dignity)
(498)

“nobody” Philip Hobsbaum, A Reader’s Guide to Charles
Dickens (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1973), p. 190

(422)
(dlight taint of irresponsibility)
(A. O. J. Cockshut, Thelmagination of Charles Dickens [London: Collins, 1961], p.
41)

(taint of the Calvinistic commercia ethos) (F.R. & Q.
D. Leavis, Dickens the Novelist [London: Chatto & Windus, 1973], p. 224)
“Yes, | know | am
wrong. . . .” (422)
(Angus Wilson, The
World of Charles Dickens [Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1972], p. 243)

(422)
(pious fraud) (77) (venia sin)
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15
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(privy to the fact) (420)

(Geoffrey Thurley, The
Dickens Myth [London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1976], p. 247)

(1837)

“Men's words ae a poor
exponent of their thought; nay their thought itself is a poor exponent of the inward
unnamed Mystery, wherefrom both thought and action have their birth. No man can
explain himself, can get himself explained; men see not one another, but distorted
phantasms which they call one another; which they hate and go to battle with: for all
battle is well said to be misunderstanding.” Thomas Carlyle, The French Revolution
(London: J. M. Dent & Sons, 1950), Val. Il, pp. 227-28.

, , p-32.

187-205.



