En attendant Godot, 1952; Waiting for Godot, 1954

Samuel Beckett, 1906-89

A Christmas Carol, 1843 Great Expectations, 1861

Charles Dickens, 1812-70

Rockaby, 1981,

Berceuse, 1982 Play, 1964; Comédie, 1966 Not 1,

1973, Pas moi, 1974

Our Mutual Friend, 1865

Victor Sage

Sage 17



Sage 19

James Acheson
Fin de partie, 1957; Endgame, 1958
David Copperfield, 1850

The Old Curiosity Shop, 1841

Murphy, Eng., 1938; Fr., 1947

(A 7ale of Two Cities, 1859)

19

“more”



49

| saw that everything within my view which ought to be white, had been white long ago,
and had lost its lustre, and was faded and yellow. | saw that the bride within the bridal
dress had withered like the dress, and like the flowers, and had no brightness left but the
brightness of her sunken eyes. | saw that the dress had been put upon the rounded
figure of ayoung woman, and that the figure upon which it now hung loose, had shrunk
to skin and bone.  Once, | had been taken to see some ghastly wax-work at the Fair,
representing | know not what impossible personage lying in state.  Once, | had been
taken to one of our old marsh churchesto see a skeleton in the ashes of arich dress, that
had been dug out of a vault under the church pavement. Now, wax-work and skeleton
seemed to have dark eyes that moved and looked at me. | should have cried out, if |

could. (50)

grave-clothes shroud 52

spectre ghost



So she sat, corpse-like, as we played at cards; the frillings and trimmings on her bridal
dress, looking like earthy paper. | knew nothing then, of the discoveries that are
occasionally made of bodies buried in ancient times, which fall to powder in the

moment of being distinctly seen;  52; emphasis mine

William E. Gruber

Mother Goose Rhymes
Rockabye, Baby

Rockabye, baby, on the tree top,
When the wind blows the cradle will rock;
When the bough breaks the cradle will fall,



And down will come baby, cradle, and al. 350-51

“till in the end / the day came” “time

she stopped”’ “close of along day”



let down the blind and down
right down

into the old rocker

mother rocker

where mother rocked

al the years

al in black

best black

sat and rocked  (280)

Krapp's Last Tape, 1958, La derniere bande, 1959

58

69 30

63

60



65

39 12

lhab Hassan

236

Proust's creatures . . . are victims of . . . Time; . . . victims and prisoners.
There is no escape from the hours and the days. Neither from to-morrow nor
from yesterday. There is no escape from yesterday because yesterday has
deformed us, or been deformed by us. . . . and irremediably part of us, within

us, heavy and dangerous. Proust 2-3



John Calder (Calder 11)

89

90

.. . it (=epergne) was so heavily overhung with cobwebs that its form was quite
undistinguishable; and, as | looked along the yellow expanse out of which | remember
its seeming to grow, like a black fungus, | saw speckled-legged spiders with blotchy
bodies running home to it, and running out from it, as if some circumstance of the

greatest public importance had just transpired in the spider community. (69)



69

John Forster, 1812-76

138



Enoch Brater

till in theend

the day came

in the end came
close of along day

sitting at her window

10

“more”

256

“the inner voice’

“ma’

Brater 386



quiet at her window
only window

facing other windows
other only windows

All blindsdown (278)

11

Stephen L. Franklin

80

301



12



(Calder 13)

Samuel Beckett, Collected Shorter Plays. (Faber and Faber, 2006)

13



Charles Dickens, Great Expectations. (Norton, 1999)

Victor Sage, “Dickens and Beckett: Two Uses of Materialism.”
Journal of Beckett Sudy. No. 2 (Summer 1977); 15-39.

Acheson 183
(Gruber 94)
Samuel Beckett, Collected Shorter Plays. (Faber and
Faber, 2006)
Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godott. ( Faber and Faber, 1956)
142
(Gruber 92)
L

Franklin 29

Orwell 493; emphasis original
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