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The tidings of my high fortunes having had a heavy fall
had got down to my native place and its neighborhood
before I got there. I found the Blue Boar in possession of
the intelligence, and I found that it made a great change in
the Boar’s demeanour.
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Dickens wishes to place Pip as lover in a situation of extreme,
even fantastic, hopelessness, and does not want the reader’s
attention deflected to the character of Estella herself. She
is simply a given entity in the novel, star-like, as her name
suggests, in her coldness, beauty and remote indifference
to the agony and strife of human hearts. Only as a child
does she seem psychologically convincing .... But the
adult Estella must, it seems to me, be considered more
as a fictive device than as a character in the mode of
psychological realism.... Dickens confuses us by not
consistently presenting Estella as thus preternaturally
passionless. At various points in the narrative he makes her
suddenly display natural emotions . . . . (Slater, 280-81)
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But rather than a defect in her characterization, emotional
ambiguity is Estella’s character as Dickens understands it

. She descends from a well-established line of Dickensian
women of “cold” passion — Edith Dombey, Lady Dedlock,
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Louisa Gradgrind . . . . (Garnett, 35-36)
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Pip’s persistent blindness throughout the story of his romance
enables Dickens to complicate conventional paradigms
of moral growth .... [W]hat Pip finds heartless is her
insistence on her own point of view, a perspective that is
chilled, sardonic, unable to love, but ready to be friends.
(Darby, 215, 221)
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