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Mr. Charles Dickens presents his compliments to
Miss Florence Marryatt and begs to say that he will

be happy to subscribe for five copies of her song.
If they be delivered to Mr. Wills at the Household
Words office, he will pay the subscription.
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(1) T cannot, however, alter what seems to me to be
the fact regarding this story (for instance), any
more than I can alter my eyesight or my hearing.

(2) T do not deem it suitable for my Journal.

(3) You ask me to pass my pen over the paragraphs
which displease me. Surely that is scarcely
reasonable.

(4) I do not think it is a good story. I think its
leading incident is common-place, and one that

would require for its support some special
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observation of character, or strength of dialogue,
or happiness of description.

(5) I do not find any of these sustaining qualities in
it.

(6) T am not interested in the young people,
therefore, and I cannot put away from myself the
unfortunate belief that the readers of All The Year
Round would not be interested in them.
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(7) You have no idea of the labor inseparable from
the editing of such a Journal as All The Year
Round, when you suppose it within the bounds of
possibility that those who discharge such duties
can give critical reasons for the rejection of
papers.

(8) To read professed contributions honestly, and
communicate a perfectly unprejudiced decision
respecting every one of them to its author or
authoress, is a task, of the magnitude of which you
evidently have no conception.
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When your father’s close friend is one of the best-
loved writers in the history of English literature, not
to mention editor of his own journal, it would not be
unreasonable to request a small leg-up for one’s own
fledgling career. (Furness)
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The newspaper, Daily Telegraph, has had a principle
of denigrating Dickens over a long period of time,
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often aided and abetted by people who should know
better. One time they even published an erroneous
piece which gratuitously harmed one of his living
descendants. (Message to Patrick McCarthy. 2 April
2016)
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She [Marryat] appears to have been unperturbed
by the sharp rebuke, going on to write her first
novel five years later. By her death in 1899, she
had written some 68 novels, with numerous other

magazine and journal articles to her name. (Furness)
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My Dear Mrs. Church
I am here until the end of May, and shall be
happy to see you when you come to town.
The friendly transaction of my business with

Chapman and Hall would be impossible unless it
was distinctly understood between us that they
are free to act for themselves in reference to any
introduction of mine, without offending me. I
fear therefore that my good word in that quarter
is far less powerful than you suppose. But you
shall have it. And I think it will not be of the
less worth if you leave me to speak it, and if you
assume - as you may —that you are already known
to Mr. Chapman, through my having personally
mentioned you and your book to him, and
entreated him to give his attention to both.

Believe me always

Faithfully Yours

Charles Dickens (12:499)
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Mrs. Florence Marryat Church, one of Captain
Marryat’s daughters, has written to me for a note
of introduction to you on behalf of herself and a
novel she has in manuscript. I told her in reply, it
was clearly impossible that you could manage your
business, unless it was quite understood between
us that you on all occasions regarded it from your
own point of view, without giving me offence; and
that she must not suppose my introduction to have
any other influence than bespeaking attention for
whomsoever I presented. I then added that I need
give her no letter, as I would tell you of her, and
she might consider herself introduced already. Will
you bear this in mind when the lady besieges 193
Piccadilly. (12:501)
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