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@ In fact missionaries were always one of Dickens’s pet hates, principally

because he had no very high opinion of the “savages” of Africa or the West



Indies whom they were trying to convert. In modern terminology Dickens was a
“racist” of the most egregious kind, a fact that ought to give pause to those who
persist in believing that he was necessarily the epitome of all that was decent

and benevolent in the previous century. (572)
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The application was successful, the meeting was held; the orator (an
Irishman) came. He talked of green isles—other shores—vast Atlantic—
bosom of the deep—Christian charity—blood and extermination— merely in
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everybody knew it must be affecting, because even the orator was overcome.
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