SYNOPSIS

Hard Times is Charles Dickens®"s portrait of a Lancashire

mill-town in the 1840"s. Under the influence of the Industrial

Revolusion, the population of the North industrial cities

increased and various occupations appeared. In order to train

technicians who were concerned in new occupations, the attention

about education rose rapidly. In such a time as this, it is not

too much to say that Hard Times centered round the educational

theme.

Dickens described the conflict between "facts"™ and "fancy"

both in educational and industrial scenes. Gradgrind, who

symbolizes "facts", tried to educate his children merely by the

cramming in of knowledge but only to fail. The failure of his

education makes us realize the importance of fostering their

imagination for the proper education of children and human

well-being.
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"Mr.Gradgrind, though hard enough, was by no means so rough a man
as Mr. Bounder by"
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"Now, what I want is, Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothin

g but Facts. Facts alone are wanted in life. Plant nothing else
and root out everything else. You can only form the minds of re
asoning animals upon Facts: nothing else will ever be of any serv
ice to them. This is the principle on which I bring up my own ch
ildren, and this is the principle on which I bring up these child
ren. Stick to Facts, Sir!"(Book I, I, p.I)

(Bitzer)
"Quadruped.Graminivorous.Forty teeth,namely twenty four grinders,

four eye-teeth, and twelve incisive. Sheds coat in the spring;
in marshy countries, sheds hoofs, too...(Bookl, 2, p.5)
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(M*Choakumchild)

He and some one hundred and forty other schoolmasters, had be
en lately turned at the same time, in the same factory, on the sa
me principales, like so many pianoforte legs. He had been put th
rough an immense variety of paces, and had answered volumes of he
ad-breaking questions...(Book I, 2, p.8)



"If he had only learnt a little less, h
ow infinitely better he might have taught much morel!*"(Book , 2, p.

8)

(Louisa)

(Tom)

"...Besides, though Loo is a girl, she®"s not a common sort of girl.
She can shut herself up within herself, and think--as | have often
known her sit and watch the fire--for an hour at a stretch."(Book

11, 3, p.135)

Never Wonder

"l was encouraged by nothing, mother, but by looking at the red spa
rks dropping out of the fire, and whitening and dying. It made me
think, after all, how short my life would be, and how little I coul

d hope to do in it."(Book 1,8,p.54)



ire with nothing to burn,Book , 3, p.12)

Sleary"s Horse-ri
ding)

"There is no place which recalls so strongly our rec
ollections of childfood as Astley"s”
(Sketches by Boz)




"1 was tired, father, | have been tired a
long time."(Book , 3, p-13)

"What does it matter?
"(Book , 15, p.100)

...rubbing the cheek he h
ad kissed, with her handkerchief, until it was burning red.
[Book , 4, p.21])

(James Harthouse)



" __..All that I know is, your philosophy and your teaching will not
save me. Now, father, you have brought me to this. Save me by some
other means!®™ He tightened his hold in time to prevent her sinkin

g on the floor, but she cried out in a terrible voice, "I shall die
if you hold me! Let me fall upon the ground!®" And he laid her dow

n there, and saw the pride of his heart and the triumph of his syst

em, lying, an insensible heap, at his feet.(Book , 12, p.219)

"The One Thing Needful*®
"Anoth

er Thing Needful™

(to b
e purchaseable in the cheapest market and saleable in the dearest
Book , 5, p.23])

"hypocrite® (Book , 3, p.132)
*whelp® (Book , 3, p.-132)
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(Stephen Blackpool)

Leavis "sardonic comedy”



sowing ,reaping, garnering

But, whereas the girl was so dark-eyed and dark-haired, that she se

emed to receive a deeper and more lustrous colour from the sun, whe
n it shone upon her, the boy was so light-eyed and light-haired tha

t the self-same rays appeared to draw out of him what little colour
he ever possessed.

(Book , 2, pp.4-5)



"...but 1 am sure you know that the whole social system

is a questi
on of self-interest.

What you must always appeal to, is a person's

self-interest. It"s your only hold. We are so constituted. | was

brought up in that catechism when | was very young, Sir,

as you ar
e aware." ( Book , 8, p.288)

"My schooling was pai
d for it; it was a bargain; and when 1 came away, the bargain ended.
"(Book , 8, p.288)

Leavis
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John
Butt Kathleen Tillotson

Besides, Gradgrind in his unreformed days had taken pity upon Sissy
and now he is to garner the reward which, by her presence in his h
ouse, he had already begun to reap.

"...thinking no innocent and pretty fancy ever to be despised; tryi

ng hard to know her humbler fellow-creatures, and to beautify their
lives of machinery and reality with those imaginative graces and d

elights; without which the heart of infancy will wither up, the stu

rdiest physical manhood will be morally stark death, and the plaine

st national prosperity figures can show, will be the Writing on the
Wall,..." (Book , 8, p.299)






"th
e educationof heart”

"...People mutht be amuthed. They can®"t be alwayth a learning,nor
yet they can®"t alwayth a working, they an"t made for it. You mutht
have uth, Thquire. Do the withe thing and the kind thing too, and

make the betht of uth; not the wurtht! " (Book , 8, p.293)
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