British Association for the Advancement of Science)

1831 !
1833 6
(Charles Dickens)
(Bentley"s Miscellany 1837
1838
(Professor Snore)
(Professor Doze) (Professor Wheezy)
(Mr. Slug) 2
Mary Poovey
3
1854 (Hard
Times)
(Raymond Williams)
(Thomas Carlyle) (Signs of the Time)
1829 (Edinburgh Review)

(""industrialism™)



(""Condition of England question™)

(Asa Briggs)

(Michael Mason)

(Thomas Gradgrind)

"Now, what I want is, Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing but
Facts. Facts alone are wanted in life. Plant nothing else, and root
out everything else. You can only form the minds of reasoning animals
upon Facts; nothing else will ever be of any service to them. This
is the principle on which I bring up these children. Stick to Facts,
sir!™ (1, Ch. 1, 1)

("fact™)

(""fancy™)
(Sissy Jupe)

(1, Ch.
7, 37) ("1 wonder™)
(""Never Wonder™)



(1, Ch. 8, 38)



(""domestic ideology™)

("paternalistic ideology™)

(“'deconstruct™)

("'subversive™) (Louisa)
(Tobias Smollett)
(Humphry Clinker, 1771)

8

[Coketown]



THOMAS GRADGRIND, sir. A man of realities. A man of facts and

calculations. . . . Thomas Gradgrind now presented Thomas Gradgrind
to the little pitchers before him, who were to be filled so full of
facts.

Indeed, as he eagerly sparkled at them from the cellarage before
mentioned, he seemed a kind of cannon loaded to the muzzle with facts,
and prepared to blow them clean out of the regions of childhood at one
discharge. He seemed a galvanizing apparatus, too, charged with a
grim mechanical substitute for the tender young imaginations that were
to be stormed away. (I, Ch. 2, 2)

(""grind™)

(“"substitute™)

(""self-help™)
(Josia Bounderby)®

The Fairy palaces burst into illumination, before pale morning showed
the monstrous serpents of smoke trailing themselves over Coketown. A
clattering clogs upon the pavement; a rapid ringing of bells; and all

the melancholy mad elephants, polished and oiled up for the day"s



monotony, were at their heavy exercise again. (I, Ch. 11, 53)

Mr. Gradgrind greatly tormented his mind about what the people read
in this library: a point whereon little rivers of tabular statements
periodically flowed into the howling ocean of tabular statements,
which no diver ever got to any depth in and came up sane. It was a
disheartening circumstance, but a melancholy fact, that even these
readers persisted in wondering. They wondered about human nature,
human passions, human hopes and fears, the struggles, triumphs and
defeats, the cares and joys. . . . They sometimes after fifteen hours”
work, sat down to read mere fables about men and women, more or less
like themselves. . . . They took De Foe to their bosoms, instead of
Euclid. . . . (1, Ch. 1, 38)



19
(""age of Blue Books™)

10

15
(""fables™)
18
("'synecdoche™)
15
1833 (""Factory Act™)
10
11
12
15 1833

(Stephen Blackpool)
15

Although Mr. Gradgrind did not take after Blue Beard, his roomwas quite
a blue chamber in its abundance of blue books. Whatever they could
prove (which is usually anything you like), they proved there, in an
army constantly strengthening by the arrival of new recruits. In that
charmed apartment, the most complicated social questions were cast up,
got into exact totals, and finally settled - if those concerned could
only have been brought to know it. As if an astronomical observatory
should be made without any windows, and the astronomer within should
arrange the starry universe solely by pen, ink, and paper, so Mr.
Gradgrind, in his Observatory (and there are many like i1t), had no need



to cast an eye upon the teeming myriads of human beings around him,
but could settle all their destinies on a slate, and wipe out all their
tears with one dirty little bit of sponge.

To this Oservatory, then: a stern room, with a deadly statistical

clock in it . . . Louisa repaired on the appointed morning. (I, Ch.
15, 73)
1832
1833 1834
1830
(""Royal Comminsion')
1849 100
1832 2 (Earl Grey)
(Jeremy Bentham) 1842
(Edwin Chadwick)

(Nassau Senior)

13

("arny”)
(""recruits™)
(""astronomical
observatory')



(llcensusll)l4
(Thomas Malthus) (An Essay on Population)

(""moral restraint™)

15



16

(1, Ch. 15,
74-75) (""the expression™)

. - Now, what are the Facts of this case? You are, we will say iIn
round numbers, twenty years of age; Mr. Bounderby is, we will say in
round numbers, fifty. There is some disparity in your respective
years, but in your means and positions, there is none; on the contrary,
there is a great suitability. Then the question arises, Is this one
disparity sufficient to operate as a bar to such a marriage? In
considering this question, it is not unimportant to take into account
the statistics of marriage, as far as they have yet been obtained, in

England and Wales. 1 find, on reference to the figures, that a large

10



proportion of these marriages are contracted between parties of very
unequal ages, and that the elder of these contracting parties is in
rather more than three-fourths of these instances, the bridegroom. It
is remarkable as showing the wide prevalence of this law, that among
the natives of the British possessions in India, also in a considerable
part of China, and among the Calmucks of Tartary, the best means of
computation yet furnished by travellers, yield similar results. The
disparity I have mentioned, therefore, almost ceases to be disparity,

and (virtually) all but disappears.” (I, Ch. 15, 75; italics mine)

20 50

("'environmentalism™) o

20 50

19

18 19
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1780

18

1790

1800

(""population questions™)

(William Godwin)

19

25
20
2 1798
1826 6
30
(1, Ch. 4, 16) %
1803 2
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30

23

50

24

13



(James Harthouse)
35

Mrs. Sparsit

Mrs. Sparsit saw James Harthouse come and go; she heard of him here
and there. . . . she kept her black eyes wide open, with no touch of
pity, with no touch of compunction. . . . Mrs. Sparsit had not the
smallest intention of interrupting the descent. Eager to see it
accomplished, and yet patient, she waited for the last fall, as for
the ripeness and fulness of the harvest of her hopes. Hushed in
expectancy, she kept her wary gaze upon the stairs; and seldom so much
as darkly shook her right mitten(with her fist in it), at the figure
coming down. (11, Ch. 11, 156-57)
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I, Ch. 1, 167
("the triumph of his system™)
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Dickens, Malthus and the Criticism of Statistics in Hard Times
Takashi NAKAMURA

The subject of Dickens’s involvement with statistics has received scant
attention. But it is evident, I should think, that his Hard Times (1854)
rather overtly criticizes the i1deology of statistics, an example of which
is Malthus’s influential politico-economical work, An Essay on Population
(1798). In the novel Dickens caricatures such protagonists as Gradgrind
and Bounderby who believe only in such “Hard” things as facts, figures and
“Blue Books” of the “Royal Commissions.” As elsewhere in Dickens’s novels,
in Hard Times, tropes, or metaphors and metonymies are of significance since
those tropes function as an agency to lampoon the person who is obsessed
with statistical facts and figures.

The novel also lays bare the defect that the discourse of Malthusian
statistics inescapably gives rise to. According to Malthus, man should
refrain from marriage until he is convinced he can maintain his family in
amore or less wealthy condition. This constraint on early or rash marriage
is called by Malthus “preventive check” or “moral restraint.” Bounderby,
who is a bourgeois banker and owner of a large factory, succeeds in a
Malthusian marriage at the age of fifty. The bride is Louisa, young and
pretty, but she is cold-hearted because her education consisted of hard
facts and figures. As a consequence, this Malthusian marriage proves to
be a failure due to lack of love, despite abundance of money. Having escaped
from her husband, Louisa is faced with her father Gradgrind and protests
against him, for her father persuaded Louisa that the marriage between her
and Bounderby was not unnatural but ideal because the “statistics of
marriage” in the world endorses such a Malthusian marriage between an old,
wealthy husband and a young, pretty wife. The novel in this way presents
us with falseness of statistics by showing that Malthusian marriage
supported by Victorian statistics cannot stand but fails.

14 1 1998 PP. 187-203
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