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Hard Times (1854) is fundamentally built up of a binary opposition, Fact vs.
Fancy. Since the central world is a patriarchal middle-class society, the opposition
can also be seen as Reason vs. Sensibility, that is, according to the then view of
gender, Man vs. Woman. This paper makes clear the existence of some
heterogeneous elements involved in the center, those that do not fit into the
dichotomy.

Society, based on male discourse, tries to obliterate all things feminine to
maintain its homogeneity. But men can hardly contain their suppressed desires. The
same can be said of women who are subjugated to the center, such as Louisa. Her
distorted sensibility, appearing in the lorm of sexuality, shakes society to
instability. It is now easily exposed to attacks from excluded women.

True, Hard Times is not as realistic and persuasive as Gaskell's North and South
(1854-53). but achieving consistency because of its shortness, it directs readers' eyes
to the inhumanity of the industrialized society, and insists forcibly on the necessity
of feminizing it to some degree.
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vapour, which hung in a dense ill-favoured cloud above the housetops and filled the air with
gloom; the clank of hammers beating upon iron, the roar of busy streets and noisy crowds,
gradually augmenting until all the various sounds blended into one and none was
distinguishable for itself, announned the termination of their journey. [Charles Dickens, The
Old Curiosity Shop, the Oxford Illustrated Dickens (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1987) 325.]

But, night-time in this dreadful spot!—night, when the smoke was changed to fire; when
every chimney spirted up its flame; and places, that had been dark vaults all day. now shone
red-hot, with figures moving to and fro within their blazing jaws, and calling to one another
with hoarse cries —night, when the noise of every strange machine was aggravated by the
darkness; when the people near them looked wilder and more savage;.... (OCS 336)

a -~ st [ TR .. e
Philip James de Loutherbourg, Paul Sandby Munn, "Bedlam Furnace,
"Coalbrookdale by Night," 1801 Madely Dale Shropshire," 1803

As he [trooper George] comes into the iron country farther north, such fresh green woods
as those of Chesney Wold are left behind; and coalpits and ashes, high chimneys and red
bricks, blighted verdure, scorching fires, and a heavy never-lightening cloud of smoke, become
the features of the scenery. [Charles Dickens, Bleak House, the Oxford Illustrated Dickens
(Oxford: Oxford UP, 1978) 845.]

14) 18544E108 146 1138 f#i. The Letters of Charles Dickens, vol. 7, 439.
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