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‘ If they[women] could but unite their forces, earth's whole
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dynasty would be changed, and woman would become the mistress of the creation."®
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A Study of Hard Times-Men at the Mercy of Women--
Takanobu Tanaka

The keynote of Hard Timey(1854) is a conflict between Fact and Fancy. This conflict is also that
between reason/man and emotion/woman.  Dickens insists men should be feminized to some extent for
the construction of awholesome society, and regards the rigid dichotomy asunjust. At the basis of his
attitude lies the conviction that men are also emotional/feminine by nature. Thereforein Hard Times
men conceal fancy in the form of suppressed and distorted desire while they apparently aspire to unify
their world by reason. In this paper, we bring into relief the heterogeneity involved in society, and
make it clear that society is easily exposed to the attack of such exiled women as Mrs. Pegler and Mrs.
Blackpool and therefore becomes unstable.

A society based upon paternity/masculinity contrives a kind of matricide in order to maintain its
unity. A denial of maternity isalso adenial of femininity it bears. Dickens regards as quite mad a
society which appliesits own ideology to Othersin gender and class and obstinately claimsto stand for

reason.
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But men themselves keep in secret the chaotic desire that is incompatible with reason. It
sometimes bursts forth to the surface in relation to women.  Suppressed and perverted fancy/emotion
wrigglesin the form of sexual desire.

Women do not only make the unified society unstable by detonating men's suppressed desire, but
also hinder the redlization of itsideology. Even though Bounderby denies the maternal value to realize
themyth of a“ self-made man," Mrs. Pegler's appearance in the denouement discloses its falsehood and
castrateshim. Mrs. Blackpool plays the role of obstructing the formation of an ideal domestic space
for the middle-class men. As female reproductive power is asserted through Mrs. Pegler, so is
aggressive femal e sexuality asserted through Mrs. Blackpool.

Dickens's attitude toward Mrs. Blackpool is somewhat ambiguous. Principally sheis portrayed as
an abominable woman who plunges the good Stephen, a worker embodying middle-class virtues, into
unhappiness. But we should notice that it is after marriage that she began to fall away. Does Stephen
have no responsibility for hiswife'sfall? She can be judged another victim of patriarchy.

This novel isfilled with women undermining the paternalistic system. The spirituality of Rachael
can aso be a threat to society when we find her caprice the cause of Stephen's desertion of his
coworkers. Men must both exclude some women as “ witches' and take in other women as “ angels"
to constrain them, so that they can retain their vested rights.  Underneath it there is men's unconscious
fear of women.

It cannot be denied that Dickens himself is caught up in the language which classifies women into
two extreme categories, a“ witch" and an“ angel." Furthermore, his mention of sympathy and fancy
as an idealized woman's qualities is also problematic.  Another problem is that women's
reason/masculinity isunheeded. It is also truethat Dickens does not seek to discern what view
women, the subjugated gender, form of men.

But these are problems arising when we read the novel from the present-day viewpoint. We should

note that Dickens, a member of the patriarchal society, takes up the problem involvedin the then
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dominant ideology of paternity/masculinity vs. maternity/femininity. He shows readers the chaotic and
carnivalesque qualities lurking under the surface division, and does so with a consistency only possible
due to the compactness of the novel.

At its background, we can see the development of the nineteenth-century British women’s movement.
Dickens himself often draws the women of transgressive power especialy after Martin
Chuzzewit(1843-44). That tendency comes down to Hard Times. It istrue that he sympathizes with
women as victims of society, but he also recognizes their potentiality constitutes a threat to patriarchy.
His insistence is not so simple as that men should be feminized to some extent. Female power
gradually comesto the forein his later works. There, not only his fear of but also his masochistic
sympathy with women is depicted, and the weakening of male power isrevealed. The reconstruction
of patriarchy by correcting women by force becomes one of the main themes of those works. In
accordance with such aresponse of his, while sensation novels were very popular in the 60s, the first
brutal Contagious Disease Act was passed in 1864.
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