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SINOPSIS

The purpose of this paper is to show what the Gradgrind’s principle of education in Hard Times (1854),
‘Teach these boys and girls nothing but Facts’ brings to the pupils of his school as well as to his children, and
to make the meaning of the utilitarianism of the novel clear. Dickens reveals that utilitarianism based on
self-interest exerts harmful influences on many people in Coketown. The unhappy fates of Tom and Louisa,
and eventually Mr.Gradgrind’s tragedy are Dickens'’s criticism of utilitarian philosophy based on self-interest.
The world of fancy of Sissy Jupe as an altruist and that of the circus troupe, present a contrast to the world
of facts; Dickens teaches us that fancy and ‘a childhood of mind’ are indispensable for happy human life by
providing such a contrast. Sissy’s behavior is based on her unconditional love and she gives relief to others by
her insight into their mentalities. Dickens demonstrates that such a consideration for others as Sissy shows
in Hard Timesis required for what J. S. Mill proposes as “ideal utilitarianism.”
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‘Then Mr. M'’Choakumchild said he would try me again. And he said, This schoolroom is an
immense town, and in it there are a million of inhabitants, and only five-and-twenty are starved to
death in the streets, in the course of a year. What is your remark on that proportion? And my remark
was—for | couldn’t think of a better one—that | thought it must be just as hard upon those who were
starved, whether the others were a million, or a million million. And that was wrong, too.’ (57)
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‘Oh my friends, the down-trodden operatives of Coketown!

Oh my friends and fellow-countrymen,

the slaves of an iron-handed and a grinding despotism! Oh my friends and fellow-sufferers, and



fellow-workmen, and fellow-men! I tell you that the hour is come, when we must rally around one
another as One united power, and crumble into dust the oppressors that too long have battened upon
the plunder of our families, upon the sweat of our brows, upon the labour of our hands, upon the
strength of our sinews, upon the God-created glorious rights of Humanity, and upon the holy and
eternal privileges of Brotherhood! (138)
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‘I beg your pardon for interrupting you, Sir,’ returned Bitzer; ‘but | am sure you know that the
whole social system is a question of self-interest. What you must always appeal to, is a person’s
self-interest. It's your only hold. We are so constituted. | was brought up in that catechism when | was
very young, Sir, as you are aware.’ (288)
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He really liked Sissy too well to have a contempt for her; otherwise he held her calculating
powers in such very slight estimation that he must have fallen upon that conclusion. Somehow or
other, he had become possessed by an idea that there was something in this girl which could hardly be
set forth in a tabular form. Her capacity of definition might be easily stated at a very low figure, her
mathematical knowledge at nothing; yet he was not sure that if he had been required, for example, to
tick her off into columns in a parliamentary return, he would have quite known how to divide her. (92)
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‘I hope not, for | have always loved you, and have always wished that you should know it. But you

changed to me a little, shortly before you left home. Not that | wondered at it. You knew so much, and |

knew so little, and it was so natural in many ways, going as you were among other friends, that | had

nothing to complain of, and was not at all hurt.” (225)
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