—Little Dorrit nursing —

“Every woman makes a good nurse.”
—Florence Nightingale, Notes on Nursing ¥
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Nobody’s Fault

(Household Words: A Weekly Journal, 1850-59)

(Circumlocution Office)

The Circumlocution Office was (as everybody knows without being told) the most
important Department under Government. No public business of any kind could
possibly be done at any time without the acquiescence of the Circumlocution
Office. . . . It was equally impossible to do the plainest right and to undo
the plainest wrong without the express authority of the Circumlocution
Office. . . . Whatever was required to be done, the Circumlocution Office was

beforehand with all the public departments in the art of perceiving—HOW NOT



TO DO IT. (145)

(“How Not to Do It’)

( Dr. Bangham)

We are quiet here; we don’t get badgered here; there’s no knocker here, sir, to
be hammered at by creditors and bring a man’s heart into his mouth. Nobody comes
here to ask 1f a man’s at home, and to say he’ll stand on the door mat till he

is. Nobody writes threatening letters about money to this place. It's freedom,
sir, it's freedom! (103)
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1 19 “classical daughter”

There was a classical daughter once perhaps who ministered to her father in
his prison as her mother had ministered to her. Little Dorrit, though of the
unheroic modern stock, and mere English, did much more, in comforting her father's
wasted heart upon her innocent breast, and turning to it a fountain of love and

fidelity that never ran dry or waned, through all his years of famine. (273-74)

(Euphrasia)

nursing

To have no work to do was strange, but not half so strange as having glided into
a corner where she had no one to think for, nothing to plan and contrive, no
cares of others to load herself with. Strange as that was, it was far stranger

yet to find a space between herself and her father, where others occupied



themselves in taking care of him, and where she was never expected to be. (516)

18

(825)

Dear Little Dorrit.

Looking back upon his own poor story, she was i1ts vanishing point. Every
thing in i1ts perspective led to her innocent figure. He had traveled
thousands of miles towards it; previous unquiet hopes and doubts had worked

themselves out before i1t; it was the centre of the interest of his life;



it was the termination of everything that was good and pleasant in it;

beyond, there was nothing but mere waste and darkened sky.(801-2)
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