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William Blake (1757-1827)
[Both] Blake and Dickens have at the heart of their work a sense of a threat to human
spirit from the forces of repression, and they locate that threat symbolically in the rapidly

developing urban and industrial world around them. 3
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It was a Sunday evening in London, gloomy, close, and stale. Maddening church bells



of all degrees of dissonances, sharp and flat, cracked and clear, fast and slow, made the
brick-and-mortar echoes hideous. Melancholy streets, in a penitential grab of soot, steeped the
souls of the people who were condemned to look at them out of windows, in dire despondency.
In every thoroughfare, up almost every alley, and down almost every turning, some doleful
bell was throbbing, jerking, tolling, as if the Plague were in the city and the dead-carts were
going round. Everything was bolted and barred that could by possibility furnish relief to an
overworked people. No pictures, no unfamiliar animals, no rare plants or flowers, no natural
or artificial wonders of the ancient world —all taboo with that enlightened strictness, that the
ugly South Sea gods in the British Museum might have supposed themselves at home again.
Nothing to see but streets, streets, streets. Nothing to breathe but streets, streets, streets.
(67-68) 13
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In Little Dorrit, indeed in all his later writing, the discovery of the connection between
social and personal disorders becomes Dickens % chief pre-occupation.
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“the only child of parents who weighed, measured, and priced everything*”
(59)
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DS) Mr Dombey

“& repressive social psychology”” o

To sit speechless himself in the midst of rigid silence, glancing in dread from the one
averted face to the other, had been the peacefullest occupation of his childhood. (73)
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“1 devoted myself to reclaim the otherwise predestined and lost boy; to give him the reputation

of an honest origin®*(846)
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LD 13 “The Progress of Epidemic””
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“& deeper shadow of the shadow of the Marshalsea Wall**(712)
20

“1t seems to me hard [. . .] that he should have lost so many years and suffered so much,
and at last pay all the debts as well. It seems to me hard that he should pay in life and money
both.””(472)

“the poison atmosphere””

“in Little Dorrit Dickens seems to abandon the idea that the individual can assert himself any

hope of success against the pressure of society””**
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“For a talented and ambitious child there is no hell worth than this**(59)
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“1t always grieves me [. . .] to contemplate the initiation of children into the ways of life,
when they are scarcely more than infants. It checks their confidence and simplicity— two of the
best qualities that Heaven gives them— and demands that they share our sorrows before they
are capable of entering into our enjoyments.”” (The OIld Curiosity Shop [Harmondsworth:
Penguin, 1972] 48)
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