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excelsior, a. <L. excelsior, masc. and fem. compar. (neut. excelsius) of excelsus,
elevated, lofty, high, pp. of excellere, rise, be lofty, be eminent: see excel.]
Loftier; more elevated; higher: the motto of New Y ork State, hence sometimes called the
Excelsior State.
From the sky, serene and far,
A voice fell, like a falling star,
Excelsior! Longfellow, Excelsior.
excelsior,n. [ excelsior, a.  The trade- name of a fine quality of wood-shavings, used as
stuffing for cushions, beds, etc., and as a packing material.
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Excelsior. [L., compar. deg. of excelsus high: see EXCELSUS.]
1. a. The Latin motto (‘higher') on the seal of the State of New York (adopted by the
senate of that state 16 Mar. 1778), the accompanying device of being a rising sun.
Hence attrib. in The Excelsior State, New York. b. Used by Longfellow (quasi-int. asan
expression of incessant aspiration after higher attainment) as the refrain of a popular
poem; hence employed with similar sense by many later writers.
1778 Drawing of Seal in N. Y. Senate Rep. (1881) No0.61 Excelsior. 1841
LoNnGF. Excelsior 30 A voice replied, far up the height, Excelsior!
2. Often used as a 'trade-mark’, and attrib. in the names given by tradesmen to special
articles of manufacture; also in the titles of various periodicals in U.S. and in England.
1851 Catal. Grt. Exhibition [111. 1467 Excelsior soap [An American
exhibit]. ... 1888....
3. U.S. A trade name for short thin curled shavings of soft wood used for stuffing
cushions, mattresses, etc. Also attrib. in excelsior-machine.
1868 .... 1884 ....

G. & C. Merriam An American
Dictionary of the English Language
Unabridged Neilson 'PREFACE' p. V)

Webster's International Dictionary of the English Language.

Webster's New International Dictionary of the English Language.

Webster's New International Dictionary, Second Edition, Unabridged.

Webster's Third New International Dictionary of the English Language, Unabridged.

Neilson'PREFACE' pp.iv-vi; Gove 6a 'footnote'
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excelsior, adj. [L., compar. of excelsus elevated, lofty, past part. of excellere. See
EXCEL.] More lofty; still higher; ever upward; -- used as a motto, and [cap.] as the title of
a poem (1841) by Longfellow.

excelsior, n. 1. A material of curled shreds of wood used for stuffing upholstered furniture,
for packing, etc. 2. Print. A small size of type (3 points), seldom used.

Excelsior diamond. See biAMOND, la.

excelsior knife. See kKNIFE, 3, Illust.

Excelsior State. New York; -- from the motto "Excelsior" upon its coat of arms.
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Webster's Third New International
Dictionary of the English Language, Unabridged.
Gove7a

Gove 6a ‘excelsior’

n -s L, higher, comparative of excelsus : fine curled shavings of wood forming a
resilient mass and used esp. for packing fragile items

OED
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To AVO'W. v.a. [avouer, Fr.] To declare with confidence; to justify; not to dissemble.
His cruel stepdame .... Fairy Queen
He that delivers them .... Boyle
Left to myself, | .... Dryden
Such assertions proceed from.... Swift
Thenblaz'd his smother'd .... Thoms.



AVO'W, v.
Avo'w, n. Fr. Avouer. See AVOUCH, and also Vouchand Vow. Lat. Vo-
AVO WABLE. vere, to vow, or promise.
AVO WAL. To promise, or declare, strongly or loudly; to protest or affirm.
AVO'WED.
AVO'WEDLY.
AVO’'WER.
AvVO'WRY.
R. Brunne, Wiclif ....

OED
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+Excelsior. [L., comp. of excelsus, ‘high.’]



1. ‘Higher,” the Latin motto adopted by New York for its state seal.

( 1778 )
b. Excelsior State, New Y ork.
( 1871 )

2. Fine shavings of wood used as a packing material and for stuffing cushions,
mattresses, etc.
( 1869, 1884, 1887, ... 1909 )
3. Often used attrib. in sense 1 b, and in names of things regarded as superior.
{1851-} Also absol.
( (a) 1862, (b) 1863, 1870, 1894 )

excelsior, a. and n. [L., higher.]
1. n. (cap.) The motto of New York State. Hence Excelsior State, New Y ork.

1778, 1871, 1948
2. Fine shavings of wood used as a stuffing for cushions and mattresses, and as a packing
material.
1868, 1905, 1948
3. a. Possessing superior qualities. Also absol.
1851, 1862, 1870, 1894

” Samuel Johnson,
Dictionary of the English Language. With numerous corrections ... by the Rev.
Henry J. Todd. London: Longnam, Hurst et al. [1815]-1818. 4 vols.
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Taran Schindler ( John J.
McCormick Betty Tonglao (

Nathaniel [or Nathan] Bailey, Dictionarium

Britannicum ( Stephen Skinner,

Etymologicon Linguae Anglicanae (1671), Francis Junius, Etymologicum Anglicanum

(1743) Kennedy 224[no.6220]; 264; 374-75
Kennedy 230-231; 66, 89

Encyclopaedia
Metropolitana "an English lexicon"

Dictionary of National Biography; Kennedy
230 [no. 6365]; OED Vol.1, p.vii

"The principal dictionaries of the English language in use at present, are Johnson's, first
published in 1755; Richardson's, commenced in 1826; and that of Webster, of America,
first published in this country in 1832 .... Webster'sdictionary, which forms the basis
of the present work, is acknowledged both in this country and in Americato be not only
superior to either of the two former, but to every other dictionary hitherto published. It
is more copious in its vocabulary, more correct in its definitions, more comprehensive
initsplan, and in the etymological department it stands unrivalled." (Ogilvie 1850 ed.
'Preface’ pp. i, ii)

Blackie & Son
The Century Co. Kennedy, p.239, no.6553
The Gresham Publishing Com.
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Excelsior, a. L., compar. degree of excelsus, lofty--ex, intens., and
celsus, lofty. See Excel. Loftier; more elevated; higher.
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Grammar of the English Tongue, Spoken and Written; for Self-Teaching and for Schools
(1853); Dictionary of the English Language (1865); The Globe Dictionary of the
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and the East (1890).
Worcester Ixi
Dictionary of
National Biography

M1
Henry Hyde Clarke

London
and county bank Council of foreign bondholders Frederic Boase,
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It [this dictionary] includes far above a hundred thousand words, and at least sixty
thousand more tan any dictionary that has yet been published, reckoning the number of
words by the same standard as in other dictionaries.

(P. Austin Nuttall) The Standard
Pronouncing Dictionary of the English Language; Based on the Labours of Worcester,
Richardson, Webster, Goodrich, Johnson, Walker, Craig, Ogilvie, Trench, And Other
Eminent Lexicographers. London: Routledge Warne & Routledge, 1863.
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"PUBLISHERS' NOTE ON THE COMPLETED WORK"

"The first edition of The Century Dictionary was completed in 1891, that of The
Century Cyclopedia of Names in 1894, and that of the Atlasin 1897. During the years
that have elapsed since those dates each of these works has been subjected to repeated
careful revisions, in order to include the latest information, and the results of this
scrutiny are completed in this edition."

The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia Vol. 1X (The Century
Cyclopedia of Names)
The
Century Atlas of the World 1906 In Ten Volumes
The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia. New Volume[2 vols.]
The Century Dictionary Supplement. Vol.XI, Vol.XII
"PUBLISHERS' NOTE ON THE

COMPLETED WORK™ "The first edition of The
Century Dictionary was completed in 1891, ... and that of the Atlasin 1897, and that of
the two new volumes in 1909." Kennedy 241 [no.6584]

"1889-91. 24 pts. in 6 vols. Also publ. 1895, 1899, ... 1906-9, 1911, etc."



The Wellesley Index to Victorian Periodicals 1824-1900
The Quarterly Review.
Volume 54 (September 1835

"For a number of years past a great revolution has manifestly been going on in the
English language. Many words and terms formerly current have now passed into
oblivion; many others have acquired new meanings ...; and thousands of words and
terms have been introduced into our language which were altogether unknown in the
time of Johnson, or even at aconsiderably later period." (Ogilvie 1850 ed. 'Preface’ p. i)
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