Dungeons, Dragons, and a Dutiful Daughter
——The Old Curiosity Shop —_—

She was dead. No sleep so beautiful and calm, so free from trace of pain, so fair to
look at....

Shewasdead. Dear, gentle, patient, noble Nell, was dead. (557) *

Mentally drowned and blinded by the sticky overflowings of his heart, Dickens was
incapable, when moved, of re-creating, in terms of art, the reality which had moved him....
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Consumed by a rapacious ecstasy, he [Quilp] is drawn toward Nell so that he may satisfy his
instinctive craving to violate her.... [The] passion for purity becomes urgently felt only in
proportion to the intensity of a passion for defiling it.(154)
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"You look very pretty to-day, Nelly, charming pretty. Are you tired, Nelly?' [said
Quilp.]

"No, sir. I'minahurry to get back....”

"There's no hurry, little Nell, no hurry at al,” said Quilp. "How should you like to be
my number two, Nelly?’

"To be what, sir?’

"My number two, Nelly, my second, my Mrs. Quilp,” said the dwarf....

"To be Mrs. Quilp the second, when Mrs. Quilp the first is dead, sweet Néll ... to be
my wife, my little cherry-cheeked, red-lipped wife....” (52-53)

“My number two” Quilp
AngusWilson "Quilp's fedingstowards Nelly...seem to us...sensual, erotic, sadistic
in a physical sense.”(140) 19
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Leona Sherman and Norman Holland “Gothic Possibilities’

“image of the woman-plus-habitation and plot of mysterious sexua and supernatural
threats in an atmosphere of dynastic mysteries within the habitation has changed little since the
18th century” (279) 6
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[The] child in her bed: aone, unwatched, uncared for (save by angels), yet sleeping
peacefully. So very young, so spiritual, so dight and fairy-like a creature ... | could not
dismissit from my thoughts. (19)
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Nell looked at the old man, who ... kissed her cheek.

"Ah!” said the dwarf, smacking his lips, “what a nice kiss that was--just upon the rosy
part. What acapital kiss!” ...

"Such a fresh, blooming, modest little bud, neighbour,” said Quilp, nursing his short
leg, and making his eyes twinkle very much; “such a chubby, rosy, cosy, little Nell!”
(82 )
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"What a pretty little Nell!” cried Quilp....

“Has she come to sit upon Quilp's knee,” said the dwarf in what he meant to be a
soothing tone, “or is she going to bed in her own little room inside here--which is poor Nelly
going to do?’ ...

“l am not going to stay at al,” faltered Nell. ...

"And avery nice little room it is!”... “Quite a bower. You're sure you're not going to
useit, you're sure you're not coming back, Nelly?’

"No,” replied the child ... “never again, never again.”

"She's very sensitive,” said Quilp looking after her.  “... The bedstead is much about
my size. | think | shall make it my little room.”... [The] dwarf walked in to try the effect,
which he did by throwing himself on his back upon the bed with his pipe in his mouth, and

then kicking up hislegs and smoking violently. (96; )
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[Nell] could get none of but broken sleep by fits and starts all night,for fear of Quilp, who
throughout her uneasy dreams was somehow connected with the wax-work, or was
wax-work himself....(217)

Quilp indeed was a perpetua nightmare to the child, who was constantly haunted by a
vision of his ugly face and stunted figure. She dept...in the room where the wax-work
figures were, and ... at night ... she tortured herself ... with imagining a resemblance ... to the
dwarf, and this fancy would sometimes so gain upon her that she would almost believe
he had removed the figure and stood within the clothes. (226)
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like you in darkened rooms by night, robbing the sleepers of their gold.” (330)
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What! Thefigure in the room!

A figurewasthere.... [And] there, between the foot of the bed and the dark casement,
it crouched and slunk along, groping its way with noiseless hands, and stealing round the bed.
She [Néll] had no voiceto cry for help, no power to move, but lay still, watching it. (237)
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The idea flashed suddenly upon her -- what if it entered there, and had a design upon
the old man'slife!  Sheturned faint and sick. It did. It went in. There was alight inside.
The figure was now within the chamber, and she, still dumb -- quite dumb, and amost
senseless -- stood looking on. (238)
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The Pickwick Papers (1837)
[An] old man was seated ... with his eyes rivetted on the floor, and his face settled into an

expression of the deepest and most hopeless despair. A young girl -- his little granddaughter
-- was hanging about him endeavouring with a thousand childish devices, to engage his



attention.... (657)

4 The OId Curiosity Shop 16
Little Nell Little Dorrit
Amy Dorrit
Nell
Codlin  Short
Nell
Codlin Nell

Nell retired to her poor garret, but had scarcely closed the door, when it was gently tapped at.
She opened it directly, and was a little startled by the sight of Mr. Thomas Codlin, whom she
had |eft, to al appearance, fast asleep down stairs. (153)

Codlin "Tom Codlin's the
friend” (154) Nell
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Thomas Codlin stole on tiptoe, leaving the child in a state of extreme surprise. She was still
ruminating upon his curious behaviour, when the floor of the crazy stairs and landing creaked
beneath the tread of the other Travelers.... When they had all passed ... one of them
returned, and after a little hesitation and rustling in the passage, as if he were doubtful what
door to knock at, knocked at hers. (154)

Codlin  "Mr. Thomas Codlin ... kept close to her, and ... warned her
by certain wry faces and jerks of the head ... to reserve all confidence to Codlin.” (155) Nell
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Nell Master Humphrey
"all the possible harm that might happen to the child -- of fires and robberies
and even murder” (17)
The Mysteries of Udolpho
Montoni Udolpho Emily St. Aubert
Count Morano

[Emily] now screamed in despair, and, believing herself given up by Montoni, saw, indeed,
no possible escape....
“Why all thisterror?’ said he [Count Morano], in a tremulous voice.

“Hear me: | comenot to dlarm you.... | love you too well....” (261)
“honour”
Codlin
“avery indifferent character” “too
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[The] dark murky rooms -- the gaunt suits of mail with ghostly silent air-- the faces all awry,
grinning from wood and stone -- the dust and rust, and worm that lives in wood -- and aone
in the midst of all this lumber and decay, and ugly age, the beautiful child in her gentle
slumber, smiling through her light and sunny dreams. (20)
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“Avoiding the small cabin ... which was very dark and filthy, and to which they [bargers] often

invited both her and her grandfather, Nell sat intheopen air....” (334)  Quilp
Nell Quilp

3 "avery pretty voice, every soft eye” (336)
1 "exist in akind of alegory”(19)



Nell "aspirit” (330)
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"The throng of people
hurried by ... intent upon their own affairs.” “...each man has an object of his own, and feels
assured that ever other man has his’ (338) "No one passed who seemed to notice
them, or to whom she durst appeal.” (339)

LT

Nell "Men, women, children, wan in their looks and
ragged in attire, tended engines, fed their tributary fires, begged upon the road, or scowled half
naked from the doorless houses.” (348) “maddened men, armed with
sword and fireband” “the tears and prayers of women” “orphans cried, and distracted women
shrieked” (349) "who shdll tell the terrors of
the night to that young wandering child!” (350) Quilp

Nell
Nell
Nell "as strange,

bewildered, and confused as if they had lived thousand years before, and were raised from the dead
and placed there by a miracle”’ (337)
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"] fed as if we were both
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Norman Page  Nell "A Nell...who married Kit Nubbles, bore

him a large, rosy-cheeked family and lived happily ever after, would betray the ideal the child
represents.” (xviii)
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“The beauty of the child, coupled with her gentle and timid bearing, produced quite a
sensation.... Grown-up folks began to be interested in the bright-eyed girl, and some score
of little boys fell desperately inlove....” (225)
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“Little Mrs. Quilp ... consulted in her second choice nobody but herself” (569)
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There was one lady who seemed to understand the child, and she was one who sat
alone in a carriage, while two young men in dashing clothes, who...talked and laughed
loudly ... appearing to forget her, quite. There were many ladies all around, but they turned
their backs, or looked another way....She motioned away a gipsy-woman urgent to tell her
fortune, saying that it was told aready and had been for some years, but called the child
towards her, and taking her flowers put money into her trembling hand, and bade her go
home and keep at home for God's sake. (159; )
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Dickens's readers were drowned in awave of grief ... he [W.C. Macready] noted in his
diary. "I could not weep for some time. Sensations, sufferings have returned to me, that
are terrible to awaken....” Daniel O'Connell, the Irish M.P, reading the book in a railway
carriage, burst into tears.... Thomas Carlyle ... was utterly overcome.... [Walter Savage]
Landor felt that her story might have beguiled Desdemona of her tears. Lord Jeffrey was
found by a friend, Mrs. Henry Siddons, in his library with his head bowed upon the table; he
raised it and she saw that his eyes were bathed in tears. (304)
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