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The Old Curiosity Shop and The Gambler :
The Fall of the Gambler
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“[h]is concern with crime was, however, more persistent and more
serious than most men’s. Extraordinary in character as well asin literary
skill, he had strong and conflicting feelings about criminals. He readily
identified himself, in imagination, with their aggressive activities, but
would aso strongly repudiate this sympathy by extolling their adver-
saries, the police, and by demanding severe punishment for offenders
against the law” .
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Writers on Dostoyevsky [sic] frequently remind usthat the Russian word
for ‘crime’ (prestupleniye) means ‘transgression’ or ‘stepping over’, and
that is a ‘stepping over’ of the bounds of common morality into a region
where there is no distinction between good and evil that is the basic moti-
vating force in [Crime and Punishment] .

(68)
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[IIn the nineteenth century Dostoyevsky's own life and his story The
Gambler (1866) are outstanding examples, but a quarter of a century ear-
lier Dickens in his portrait of the grandfather in The Old Curiosity Shop

‘intuitively perceived’ the psychological make up of the compulsive gam-

bler.
(13)
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Dickens's knowledge of the mentality of the gambler is of a depth that
suggests first-hand experience, for Trent’s mania is described with a full-
ness and accuracy that look forward to Dostoevsky’'s The Gambler,

whose protagonist, although known to be a devastating self-portrait, yet

shows aremarkable resemblance to Trent.
(82-3)

gooooboooobobobbobobooobobboobooooobobooo
O000000000D00O00000Db0O00DO0O0 steppingoverd 00000
gboboooooooogo

u
poooooooobooogoooboboboboobobobboobuoobo
goobodoboboobgoobobuooboboobbooobuoobuooobooooo
O O “gambling had always been popular, but exclusive casinos and gentlemen’s clubs
were established in an attempt to legitimise thepursuit” (Guy 12) 0 0 000 d O OO
gobodbobooobooboboooboobboobobuooboobobooobo



oooogd 13

0000000000000 0oooooDoDoooooooooooooooDog
O00000o0O000oo0oo0ooooooooooooooooooooog
o000oooDo00DOO00ooOO00ooo0oooDoU0oDoooooooooo
000000000000 00ooooooooooooooooooooog
O0000000000000(@vorekss). 0000000000000 O00O0O
0000000 DO"in1839 aPolice Act was passed which made gambling house keep-
ers liable to six months imprisonment and a fine of up to £ 100 (Ashton 140-41)"
(Cordery59). DD D000 D0OO0OODODODDOOODOODOODOOODDOODOOO
000000000000 00ooooooDo0ooooooooooooooog
O00000oD0oo00oooooooooDooooooooooooooog
O0000000000000000D0 0O 0 “the spread of the VICE of gambling”
(Cordery44)0 00000000000 0OODODODOODOODODMOOOOO
0000000000000 DO0oo00o00ooooooooooooooOooog
Oo0ooooooooooooon
go0wwoooooodoodoooooooDoooogdoooooooo
0000000000000 00000000oDooooDooooDoooog
00000000000 0ooo00ooo0oo00o0oooo0oDoooooooo
0000000000 00ooo0o0ooooooooooooooooooog
o000oo00oooooo0OoooooOoooooooooooooooood
0000000000000 0o0oooDoooooooooooOoDoog
0000 compulsivegambler D 0 0 00 0000000000000 OODOOO
O00000oOoooooooooa® [there aretwo sorts of gambling, one for gen-
tlemen and the other for plebeians — the scum plays for profit” (TG29)2 0 0O 0O O
0000000000000 00D0D00D00DO0o00o0oDoooooOoog
0000000 MoDoo00000o0o0o0o00oDooooooooDooDoDo
OO00o0oooooooooooooooMr.Asleyyd000o0o0oooog
O000O00o0o00ooo“rmnotblaming you, and | feel most Russians are like you or
could easily become so — Roulette is mostly a Russian game’ (TG 179). D O 0O O O
0000000000000 000000D0000000DooOooDoooDoO
O0000o0ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooog
000000000000000000000000® 0000000000
0000000000000 0000000D000D0OD0O (Nikola Strakhov)d O
0000000000000 000000000000000 (Lotoman 219). O
O00000o0ooooooo0ooooooooooooooooooooog
000000000000 oo0o0ooopdooOdoooDoooDooDooooo
00000000000 00000000000D0*"themain VICE of the Russian



14 gobooooooogoo
privilegedclasses’0 0 0 0 00000 OO O (Hingley 124).

00o000000oooDoo0ooooooooooDoooooooooDooDo
00000o00oooDooooooooooooooooooooooooog
00000o0ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooog
000000000000 00O0000000ooVvICEDDDODOOooooo
000000 (Zemka304). 0 0 O O O O O “the tragedy is profoundly universal: it is
the story of wasted ability, wasted possibilities, a wasted life’(Krag 114)0 0 O O O O
0000000 o00oooooooooooooooooooooooooog
00000000000 000000000000DMO0000000o0o0o
0000o0ooooooooDdooooodoooooooooooooog
0000000000 ooooooooooooooooooooooooog
000o0ooooooooooooooo

O

0000000000000 0ooo0ooooooooooooooooo
0000000o0ooDoo0oooooooooooooooooooooog
00o0oo0oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooog
00000 (Master Humphrey)d 0O O O “even that very affection was, in itself, an
extraordinary contradiction” (OCS12) 0 0 0 00000000000 OOOOO®
00000o00oooooooooooooooooooooooooooog
o0ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooog
oooooooooo

0000000000000 o0oooooooooDoooooDoon
0000000000 ooooDooo0ooooooooooooooon

“1 am no gambler, | call Heaven to witness that | never played for gain of
mine, or love of play; that at every piece | staked, | whispered to myself
that orphan’s name and called on Heaven to bless the venture, which it
never did”.

(OCs 74)
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