Abstract

The Old Man and the Child in The Old Curiosity Shop

The purpose of this paper is to show the symbolic meaning of the death of Little
Nell in 7he Old Curiosity Shop (1841) by considering the novel from the viewpoint of the
pilgrimage of the old man and the child. Nell leaves the house of London with her
grandfather to escape from the menace of the grotesqueness of Quilp, a moneylender,
but she cannot be released from her difficulties; the old man cannot overcome the
temptation to gamble without the help of Nell and she has to go through Birmingham as
an industrial city. Nell as a victim of the old man overlaps with Victorian children as
victims of adults, especially those who worked in mines and factories. Dickens not only
created ‘the image of the child coming home to heaven’ by using a bird as a metaphor of
celestial soul and emphasizing the death of Nell in the Victorian age, but also showed
the meaning of the forgiveness of sin by Jesus Christ by the representation of the

pilgrimage of the old man and Nell.
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