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Henry Mayhew

1851 1859 4 Edinburgh Review Harriet Martineau
"In the modern sense of 'earning one's bread,' the position arose, for
men first, and subsequently for women, after the creation of a middle class of society.”
“Women have been more and more extensively involved in the thing, especialy
during the last half century....” (30)

Our Mutual Friend

Lizzie Hexam
Little Nell
Lizzie Hexam Our Mutual Friend BellaWilfer,
Jenny Wren (Fanny Cleaver)
Lizzie Michael Slater "...For dl the vigour of her actions...Lizzieisnot a

character likely to hold the modern reader's interest for her own sake.” (285)

Norman Page Lizzie
5 Page “Lizzie...belongs to the class of fairy-tale heroines whose rags and squalid
surroundings conceal only temporarily an innate excellence....” (202)

Hilary M.
Schor “Lizzie Hexam proves herself as a heroine...in essence, by being a good worker.  What
she seems to offer ... is a sense of autonomy through labor....” (181) Alan Dilnot



“[Lizzi€] illustrates the subject of women's independence, which is closely related to her
occupations.” (662)

Schor
Our Mutual Friend
Schor
‘autonomy' Lizzie
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George Moore Esther Waters (1894)
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BellaWilfer
‘dust’
Roger Riderhood Jesse 'Gaffer' Hexam
“robbing a man...of robbing a live man” (16)
'‘Rogue’ Riderhood Riderhood
'rogue’
“asquinting leer” (15)(151) “crooked eye” (355)
'bird of prey' "bloodthirsty” (157)
“[W]hen a pot of money is going about...get his hand into that pot of money...."
(357) Riderhood Book |, Chapter 12
Gaffer Hexam Mortimer Lightwood Eugene Wrayburn
Book 111, Chapter 8 Betty Higden “amorsel of money” (502)
Riderhood Gaffer “apot of money” (157) "l mean to

have it!” (157) "a



hang-man air” (158) Riderhood

“blood-money” (356) John Harmon
George Radfoot “dark business’ (356) Riderhood
Eugene Wrayburn Bradley Headstone "l want

it...and | mean to haveit...l want money of you...[e]verythink elsel” (776)

Headstone "Mine is a poor
caling.” (777) Riderhood
Our Mutual Friend Silas Wegg 'The Golden Dustman' Mr.
Boffin Riderhood
Wegg "an observant person” (54) “powerful sight of notice” (54)(56)
Riderhood “descrying possibility of profit” (56)

“imaginary power” (53)
“Our House” (53)

Mr. Boffin “a vea and ham pie’ (65) “far-seeing and
far-reaching” (294) Silas Wegg
Mr. Boffin ‘The Bower'
Mr. Boffin

Power (unless it be the power of intellect or virtue) has ever the greatest attraction for the
lower natures; and the mere defiance of the unconscious house-front, with his power to strip
the roof off the inhabiting family like aroof of a house of cards, was atreat which

had a charm for Silas Wegg. (493)

“all-powerful” (763) Silas Wegg
Mr. Boffin ‘Bof-fin' “You must be kept
under inspection.” (645) Wegg " newly-asserted
power” (646) Mr. Boffin “1 am worth my price,

and | mean to haveit.” (766)
‘I mean to haveit'
Our Mutual Friend
Samuel Smiles Self-Help (1859)
Smiles Sif-Help
“The road of human welfare lies along the old highway of steadfast well-doing; and they who are



the most persistent...will usually the most successful.” (90)

Gaffer Bradley Riderhood
"] am aman as gets my living...by the sweat of my brow.” (151)
Mr. Boffin Wegg "l have a

prospect of getting on in life and elevating myself by my own independent exertions.” (88)
Samuel Smiles Self-Help
‘perseverance Riderhood Wegg
Fagin Quilp Our Mutual Friend

'power’

Riderhood Wegg

Wegg Mr. Venus "I've gone on
improving myself in my knowledge of Anatomy, till both by sight and by name I'm perfect.” (89)
Smiles Riderhood
“pardner” (15) Gaffer Hexam "an eager look out” (13) “a most intent
and searching gaze” (13) 'bird of prey’ 8

Miss Abbey Potterson “[Gaffer] helpsto
their deaths a few of those that he finds dead.” (74)

Silas Wegg John Harmon
Mr. Boffin “[1]t cannot be denied that he profits by a murder.” (301)
Mr. Boffin
Gaffer
Mr. Venus Riderhood  Wegg
Smiles
Our Mutual Friend
Our Mutual Friend Jane Eyre
Jane “It was a grand boon doubtless, and

independence would be glorious...that thought swelled my heart.” (427)
Our Mutual Friend

Jane
Riderhood
Roger Riderhood Pleasant “[S]he was not of an evil
mind or unkindly disposition.” (345) “that tenderness of conscience

and those feelings of humanity” (351)



“Pleasant Riderhood had it in the blood, or had been
trained, to regard seamen within certain limits, as her prey.” (345)

Silas Wegg
Miss Abbey Potterson "1t was been hard
work to establish order here, and make the Fellowships what it is, and it is daily and nightly hard
work to keep it s0.” (76) 'the Fellowships Lizzie
Lizzie
Jenny Wren “[ploorly paid” (223) “pressed for time” (223)

“Put down your money thisinstant.”
(241) “business-like manner” (241)
Lizzie Eugene Wrayburn “['Y]ou had better by half set-up a pen-wiper,
and turn industrious, and use it” (237)

Riderhood
Wegg Mayhew London Labour and London Poor
Lizzie Hexam
Gaffer Lizzie
“a hungry look” (14) “aroused bird of prey” (14) Gaffer

"very pale’ (14) “terrified

expostulation” (15) “shivered” (14)(15) Lizzie Gaffer
“meat and drink” (15)
Lizzie
Little Nell
Book |, Chapter 6 Lizzie Charley Headstone

...and she remained there, with a woman's patience and her own purpose. When the morning
was well on between four and five, she slipped off her shoes (that her going about, might not
wake Charley), trimmed the fire sparingly, put water on to boil, and set the table for
breakfast.... Lastly, from her pocket, and from the chimney-piece, and from an inverted
basin on the highest shelf, she brought halfpence, a few sixpences, fewer shillings, and fell to
laborioudly and noiselessly counting them.... (77)

Lizzie Charley

Book I, Chapter 14 Gaffer Hexam



“for demonstration” Mr. Inspector 1

..."and when it was wet, or freezing, or blew cold, he would hang this coil of line round his
neck. Last evening he does this. Worse for him!'  He dodges about in his boat, does this
man, till he gets chilled. His hands,” taking up one of them, which dropped like a leaden
weight, “get numbed....” (177)

Lizzie
Charley " She had been practical enough with him, in suffering and striving for
him.” (228) Gaffer “apoor girl who used to row poor father on the river” (343)
Lizzie
Book I, Chapter 1 Lizzie
Gaffer Hexam "Asif it wasn't your living!” (15)
Book I, Chapter 13
Eugene Wrayburn "Tastes like the wash of theriver.... | feel asif | had been
half drowned, and swallowing agallon of it.” (166)
Lizzie Lizzie
“...she was
weeping. A sad and solitary spectacle....' (166)
Book 1V, Chapter The Last Podsnap
Mortimer Lightwood Eugene Lizzie
Riderhood Wegg
'Society' Mr. Podsnap Mortimer
Lizzie “a female waterman”
Mortimer “Never. But she sometimes rowed in aboat with her father.” (794)
“afactory girl” “Never. But she had some employmentin a
paper mill....” (794) Mr. Boffin
Mortimer '‘Never'
Mortimer Lizzie

Podsnap ‘waterman' ‘factory girl'

“A man may do anything lawful, for money.” (796)



Smiles Riderhood

Lizzie
Mortimer
Lizzie Book IV,
Chapter 6 Eugene Wrayburn Bradley Headstone Lizzie “I
live here peacefully and respected, and | am well employed here.” (676)
Harriet Martineau “factory girls of Old and New England” (57)

“what is repulsive and
lamentable here” “'yelling and screaming' of the women in the lane” (57)

‘factory girl' Lizzie

So, in the rosy evening, one might watch the ever-widening beauty of the landscape --
beyond the newly-released workers wending home -- beyond the silver river -- beyond the

deep green field of corn, so prospering ...beyond the hedge grows and the clumps of trees --
beyond the windmills on theridge.... (672)

Eugene Mortimer "a brave
woman...who has saved hislife, with awonderful energy, and address’ (794)

Lizzie
Our Mutual Friend
Riderhood
Lizzie
Podsnap Twemlow "This lady.
What else would you call her...?" (796) Lizzie

Lizzie

Lizzie Hexam

Great Expectations Pip Joe

Hard Times Rachel

Our Mutual Friend



Mr. Boffin

Riderhood
Wegg Mr. Venus, Mr. Boffin, Pleasant Riderhood
Riderhood Headstone Wegg
Mr. Boffin
dust Mrs. Boffin
Old Harmon “asif his money had turned bright again, after along

long rust in the dark” (757)

Our Mutual Friend

Harriet Martineau "1n the United States, the telegraphing is largely
consigned to women; and with it the kindred art of the compositor.” (48)
Our Mutual Friend Lizzie “aberthin

an Electric Telegraph Office, where young women answer very well” (795)
'Saciety'

Bella Wilfer John Harmon/Rocksmith
Riderhood
Wegg
Little Dorrit Amy Dorrit
9
volume form Our
Mutual Friend Adrian Poole Penguin Classics

Arnold Kettle 1962 John Gross and Gabriel Peason Dickens and



the Twentieth Century “Our Mutual Friend” “The two most important
concrete visual images in Our Mutual Friend, as everyone recognizes, are the mounds and the
river.” (167) "Dickens
and Class’ Norman Page (ed), Hard Times, Great Expectations, and Our
Mutual Friend (London: The Macmillan Press Ltd, 1979) Angus
Wilson "But the dirt-money symbol, by virtue of which it [Our Mutual Friend] has crept to the
top of the chart in some modern critics estimation is, | think, too much emphasized by critics....”
(281-2)

'dust heap' ‘dustmen’
Henry Mayhew London Labour and the London Poor
1851-2 “Of the Dustmen of London”
Henry Mayhew, London Labour and the London Poor (London: Penguin,
1985), 218-49 Household Words 1850 'dust heap'

R. H. Horne, “Dust; Or Ugliness Redeemed,”
Household Words | (13 July 1850), 379-84.

Anny Sadrin Our Mutual Friend "The society depicted in these
pages is...very different from that in which Arthur [Clennam] or Pip were placed.... The
aristocracy ... had been dready for a long time been threated by the onset of industrial
capitalism....” (122-3)

Kenneth Muir “Quite unredistically, even when talking with Jenny Wren, she
[Lizzie] apparently speaks Queens's English; and when Eugene falls in love with her, he is very
conscious of the difference of class, but not of her speech.” (189) Lizzie

Lizzie Edmund
Wilson "[T]he chief heroine is not Bella Wilfer...but Lizzie Hexam, the illiterate
daughter of a Thames-side water-rat. Dickens has here, for the first time in his novels, taken his
leading woman from the lowest class; and it will be the principal moral of Our Mutual Friend that
Wrayburn will have the courage to marry Lizzie.” (65)

Henry Mayhew
"It is customary for a street-seller who wants to 'pitch’ in a new locality to solicit the leave of
the house keeper, opposite whose premises he desires to place his stall.  Such leave obtained, no
other is necessary.” (54-5)
Harry Stone A Tale of
Two Cities (1859) Our Mutual Friend
“Jerry Cruncher in A Tale of Two
Cities also earns his (and his family's) mean and bread, as he tells his Distraught wife, by 'fishing' --
the word is his -- fishing in graveyards rather than rivers, but fishing still for corpses and food.”
(154)
George Moore Esther Waters



Esther had been constantly in service in many different lodging-houses, many of them of immoral
character ... to get her living she had to work from early morning till late at night, scrubbing grates,
preparing bacon and eggs, cooking chops and making beds: she was one of the many London girls
to whom rest, not to say pleasure, is unknown, and who, if they should sit down for afew moments,
hear the mistress's voice, crying: ‘Now, Eliza, have you nothing to do, that you are sitting there
idle? (25)
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