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What was Oliver’s horror and alarm as he stood at few paces off, looking on with his
eyelids as wide open as they would possibly go, to see the Dodge?plunge his hand into the
old gentleman’s pocket, and draw from thence a handkerchief ! To see him hand the same to
Charley Bates ; and finally to behold them, both, running away round the corner at full

speed.
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In an instant the whole mystery of the handkerchiefs, and the watches, and the jewels,
and the Jew, rushed upon the boy’s mind. He stood, for a moment, with the blood so tingling
through all his veins from terror, that he felt as if he were in a burning fire ; then confused
and frightened, he took to his heels ; and, not knowing what he did, made off as fast as he
could lay his feet to the ground. ------

‘Stop thief ! Stop thief " There is a magic in the sound. The tradesman leaves his counter,
and the carman his waggon ; the butcher throws down his tray ; the baker his basket ; the
milkman his pail ; the errand-boy his parcels ; ---. Away they run, pell-mell, helter-skelter,
slap-dash : tearing yelling, screaming, knocking down the passengers as they turn the corners,
rousing up the dogs, and astonishing the fowls : and streets, squares, and courts, re-echo with
the sound. «+++++

‘Stop thief ! Stop thief !’ There is a passion for hunting something deeply implanted in the
human breast. One wretched breathless child, panting with exhaustion ; terror in his looks ;
agony in his eyes ; large drops of perspiration streaming down his face ; strains every nerve
to make head upon his pursuers ; and as they follows on his tracks, and gain upon him every
instant, they hail his decreasing strength with still louder shouts, and whoop and scream
with joy.

‘Stop thief I Ay, stop him for God’s sake, were it only in mercy !

(The New Oxford Illustrated Dickens, Oliver Twist, pp. 66- 7 )
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The evening arrived ; the boys tock their places. The master, in his cook’s uniform, sta-
tioned himself at the copper ; his pauper assistants ranged themselves behind him ; the gruel
was served out ; and a long grace was said over the short commons. The gruel disappeared ;
the boys whispered each other, and winked at Oliver ; while his next neighbours nudged
him. Child as he was, he was desperate with hunger, and reckless with misery. He rose from
the table ; and advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said : somewhat alaramed at
his own temerity :

‘Please, sir, I want some more.’

The master was a fat, healthy man ; but he turned very pale. He gazed in stupefied as-
tonishment on the small rebel for some seconds, and then clung for support to the copper.
The assistants were paralysed with wonder ; the boys with fear.

‘What !’ said the master at length, in a faint voice.

‘Please, sir, replied Oliver, ‘I want some more.’ (Oliver Twist, p. 12)
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