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Charles Dickens
John Forster
John Dickens

"l know that | have lounged about the streets, insufficiently and unsatisfactorily fed. |
know that, but for the mercy of God, | might easily have been, for any care that was taken for me,
a little robber or a little vagabond.™ (Forster, 1, 25)

Great Expectations(1860-61)
Jaggars

'Put the case that he[i .e. Jaggars] lived in an atomosphere of evil, and that al he saw of
children, was, their being generated in great numbers for certain destruction. Put thecase
that he often saw children so solemnly tried a a criminal bar, where they were held up to be
seen; putthe case that he habitually knew of their being imprisoned, whipped, transported,
neglected, cast out, qualifiedin al ways for the hangman, andgrowing uptobehanged .

Put the case that pretty nigh all the children he saw in his daily business life, he had reason to
lookupon assomuchspawn, to develop intothe fish that were to come to his net-- to be
persecuted, defended, forsworn, made orphans, bedevilled somehow.' (424-25)

A Christmas Carol(1843)
Scrooge

‘They[a boy and a girl] are Man's,' said the Spirit, looking down upon them. 'And they
cling to me, appealing from their fathers. This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware
them both, and all of their degree, but most of all beware this boy, for on his browl see that
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written which is Doom, unless the writing be erased. Deny it!" cried the Spirit, stretching out
its handtowardsthecity . (67)

Oliver Twist or the Parish Boy's Progress (1837-39)

Westburg 1; Ackroyd,
Introduction, 47

Oliver Twist

Bumble Fagin "the Artful Dodger" Sikes Nancy

"this strange, great, yetoften cheaply sentimental novel" (Wilson
19)

Terry Eagleton "[Oliver's] very blankness'(128),

"a negative centre" (128) "Oliver serves less as a character than as a representative
of oppressed childhood. " (Schlicke 431) Arnold Kettle "rather a
thin hero"(1: 130) "It is notable that Dickens makes no serious effort to present Oliver
with any psychologica realism."(1: 132)

Oliver Twist (workhouse)

(The Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834)



The members of this board were very sage, deep, philosophicalmen; and when they came to
turn their attention to the workhouse, they found out at once, what ordinary folkswould never
have discovered--the poor people likedit!It was a regular place of public entertainment for the
poorerclass. ... So, they established the rule, that al poor people should have the
dternative (for they would compel nobody, not they,) of being starved by a gradual process
inthehouse, or byaquickoneoutofit.

"'Please,
sir, | want some more." (1I: 12) George Cruikshank

("Oliver was the
victim of a systematic courseof treachery and deception." (lI: 3)

Bumble

Sowerberry

'Here, Charlotte,” said Mrs. Sowerberry, who had followed Oliver down, ‘give this
boy some of the cold bits that were put byforTrip..... | dare say the boy isn'ttoo
much daintyto eat 'em, --areyou, boy?

Oliver, whose eyes had glistened a the mention of meat, and who was trembling with
eagerness to devour it, replied in the negative; and a plateful of coarse broken victuals was set
before him.

I wish some well-fed philosopher, whose meat and drink turn to gall within him; whose
blood isice, whose heart isiron; could have seen Oliver Twist clutching at the dainty viands
that the dog had neglected. | wish he could have witnessed the horrible avidity with which
Oliver tore thebitsasunderwith alltheferocity offamine.

Noah Claypole



(charity school)

David Copperfield
Uriah Heap

"But you must know, Work'us, yer mother was a
regular right-down bad'un.™(VI: 44)

"the Artful Dodger" (Dawkins)
Fagin

"l wished to shew, in little Oliver, the principle of
Good surviving through every adverse circumstance, and triumphing at last. . . " (lii)

Mrs. Mann



Mrs. Corney
comic

relief

'ItwasalIMrs. Bumble. She would do it," urged Mr. Bumble; first looking round, to
ascertainthathispartnerhad lefttheroom.

'"Thatwas noexcuse,' replied Mr. Brownlow. 'You were present ontheoccasionof the
destruction of these trinkets, and, indeed, are the more guilty of the two, intheeyeofthe
law; for thelawsupposesthat your wifeactsunderyourdirection.'

'Ifthelaw supposes that,' said Mr. Bumble, sgueezing his hat emphatically in both hands,
'the law isaass aidiot. If that'stheeyeofthelaw, the law's bachelor; and the worst | wish
the law is, that his eye may be opened byexperience by experience.’ (LI: 422)

Charles Bates
"the merry

old gentleman" Devil
"What a fine thing capital

punishment isl Dead men never repent; dead men never bring awkward stories to light. Ah, it's fine
thing for the trade! Five of ‘emstrung up in a row;andnone left to play booty, or turn white-livered!"™
(IX: 65)

Sikes

‘With a little persuasion,’ thoughtFagin, ‘whatmorelikely than that [ Nancy] wouldconsent to
poison [Sikes]!Womenhavedone such things, and worse, to secure the same object before
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now. There would be the dangerous villain: the man | hate: gone; anothersecured in his place;
and my influence over the girl, with a knowledge of this crime to back it, unlimited.'
(XLIV: 362-63)

Monks

Brownlow

Mr. Fang

"There is something in that boy's face,' said the old gentleman[ Mr Brownlow] to himself as
he walked dowly away:tapping his chin with thecoverofthebook, in a thoughtful manner;
'something thattouches andinterests me. Can hebeinnocent? He looked like . By thebye,

' exclaimed the oldgentleman, halting veryabruptly, andstaring up into the sky, 'Bless my
soul!  Where have | seen something like that lookbefore? (XI: 77)

"the plot and Brownlow emerge in the novel a the same moment, for their purpose is
identical ." (Kettle 131) !
"respectable”

"a solitary, lonely man"(XLIX: 396)

"'the sight of the persecuted child has turned vice
itself, and given it the courage and ailmost the attributes of virtue.™ (XLIX: 401)

Leeford



"[Monkss] history and his
language belong asmuch to cheap melodrama as does the mad Mrs Rochester of Jane Eyre." (Wilson
25)

"anti-hero"

"There she[my mother] died,' said Monks, ‘after a lingering illness; and, on her death-bed,
she bequethed these secrets to me, together with her unquenchable and deadly hatredof all
whom they involved --though she need not have left me that, for | had inherited itlong before.
She would not believe that the girl had destroyed herselfandthechildtoo, but was filled with
the impression that a malechild had been born, and wasalive. | swore to her, if ever it
crossed mypath, to huntitdown;nevertoletitrest;topursueitwiththebitterestandmost
unrelentinganimosity ..." (LI: 420)



Wilkie Collins "The character of 'Nancy' is the finest
thing he ever did. He never afterwards saw all sides of a woman's character -- saw al round her."
(qtd. Slater, Dickens and Women 221) Michagl Slater "few would disagree
with the assertion that, intheearlierfictionatleast, Nancydoesshine among allthefemal echaracters
as a bright particular star."(Dickens and Women 221)  Coallins

"It is useless to discuss whether the conduct and character of the girl seems natura or
unnatural , probable or improbable, right or wrong. 1T IS TRUE. Every man who has watched these
melancholy shades of life knows it to be s0." (lvii) Angus Wilson

"Nancy, for us, must be the weakest character, |
suppose; yet so does taste change that we find a worldly, intelligent critic like Wilkie Collins till
asserting in 1890. .. .1t is hard to reconcile sucha statement withNancy's character as it appears in the
book, sodevoid of charm, humour, sensuality, sofinallynull."” (22)

Rose Maylie "respectable”

The Jew inflicteda smart blowon Oliver'sshoulderswiththeclub;andwasraisingitfora
second, when the girl, rushing forward, wrestled it from his hand. She flung it into the fire,
with a force that broughtsomeoftheglowingcoal swhirling outintotheroom.
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‘l'won'tstand byand see it done, Fagin,' criedthe girl. 'You've got the boy, and what more
would you have? Lethim be -- let him be, or | shall putthat mark on some of you, that will
bringme tothegallowsbeforemy time.' (XVI: 126)

"Ishall be glad to have [Oliver] away frommy eyes,
and to know that the worst is over. | can't bear to have him about me. The sight of him turns me
against myself, and al of you.™ (XXVI: 201)

The girl's life had been sguandered in the streets, and among most noisome of the stewsand
dens of London, but there wassomethingof the woman's origina nature left in herstill - .. .
Butstruggling with these better feelings was pride, --thevice of the lowest and most debased
creatures no less than of the high and self-assured. The miserable companion of thieves and
ruffians, the fallen outcast of lowhaunts, the associate of the scourings of the jails and hulks,
living within the shadow of the gallows itself, --eventhisdegraded being felt too proud to
betray a feeble gleam of the womanlyfeeling which she thought a weakness, but which aone
connected her with that humanity, of which her wastinglife hadobliterated so many, many
traceswhenaverychild. (XL: 321-22)



Smithfield

'‘Get up!" murmured Sikes, trembling with rage, and drawing the pistol from his pocket; 'get
up, orl'll strew your brains upon the grass."

'Oh! for God's sake let me go!" cried Oliver;'letmerunawayanddieinthefields. | will
never come nearLondon;never, never! Oh! pray have mercy on me, and do not make me sted .
For the love of althebright Angels that restinHeaven, have mercy uponme!' (XXII: 172)

"mercy"

'Bill," cried the girl, striving to lay her head upon his breast, 'the gentleman, and that dear
lady, told me to-night of a home in some foreign country where | could end my days in solitude
and peace. Letmeseethemagain, and beg them, on my knees, to shew the same mercy and
goodness to you. ... It isnever too late to repent. They told me o -- | fedl it now --butwe
musthave time--alittle, littletime!’

The housebreaker freed one arm, and grasped his pistol . The certainty of immediate
detection if he fired, flashed across his mind even inthemidst of his fury; and he beat ittwice
with al the force hecouldsummon, upon the upturned face thatalmost touched his own.
(XLVII: 381)

"Sikes and Nancy"
"Certainly it is Sikess mind, not his

pursuers, that Dickens traces -- and at a considerable length: noticing even such details as what
happens when he tries to burn theclub with which he had killed Nancy."(Callins, 264)

-10 -



"vision")

For now, avision came before him, as constant and more terrible than that from which he
had escaped. Those widely staring eyes, o lustreless and so glassy, that he had better borne
to see them than think upon them, appeared in the midst of the darkness; light in themselves,
but giving light to nothing. There were but two, but they were everywhere. If he shut out the
sight, there came the room with every well-known object -- some, indeed, that he would have
forgotten, if he had gone over its contents frommemory --eachinitsaccustomedplace. The
body was in its place, and its eyes were as he saw them when he stole away. He got up, and
rushed into the field without. The figure was behind him. He re-entered the shed, and shrunk
down once more. The eyes were there, before he hadlain himself along. (XLVIII: 389)

"Blanched face, sunken eyes, hollow cheeks, beard of three days growth,
wasted flesh, short thick breath; it was the very ghost of Sikes." (L: 407)

"The Jew's Last Night Alive"

"To be hanged by the
neck till he was dead."

(Wilson  25)
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Not that, all thistime, his mind was, for an instant, free from one oppressive overwhelming
sense of the grave that opened at his feet; it ever present to him, butinavagueandgeneralway ,
and hecould not fix his thoughts upon it. Thus, evenwhile he trembled, andturned burning
hot at the idea of speedy death, he fell to counting the iron spikes before him, and wondering
how the head of one hadbeen broken off, and whether they wouldmendit, or leave itasit
was. Then, he thought of allthehorrorsofthegallowsandthescaffold--andstoppedtowatch
a man sprinkling the floor to coolit--andthenwentontothinkagain. (LII: 428)

It was not until the night of this last awful day, that a withering sense of his hopeless,
desperate state came in its full intensity upon his blightedsoul . . . . He had satthere, awake,
but dreaming. Now, he started up, every minute, and with gasping mouth and burning skin,
hurriedto and fro, in such a paroxysm offear and wrath that even [the twowatches] --usedto
such sights -- recoiled of hisevilconscience, that one man could not bear tositthere, eyeing

him aone; and sothetwokeptwatchtogether. (LII: 430)

"Let me say a prayer. Do! Let me

say one prayer. Say only one,upon your knees, with me, and we will talk till morning.™ (LII: 43

5)
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realism

satire

(alegory)

David Coppefield Pip

"in Oliver Twist suffering has no consequences in the character of the child"

(Marcus 83)

("progress") John Bunyan
The Pilgirm's Progress(1678-84)

ButOliver isatoncetooperfectandtooprotectedtobereallyimitated. To whom could he
serve as an example when his success depends entirely on chanceandgrace?Bunyan’s own hero
does not possesssuchinhuman perfection: he succumbs to temptation, falls aseep on the way,
lets himself bedistractedandturnedfromhispath, and even gives way to despair.

(Sadrin 32-33)

Christian
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"suspense” Bentley's
Miscellany

comic relief
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Ilar]gd "n
Agnes

narrator "It is the
custom onthestage:inallgood, murdurous melodrama: topresentthetragicand thecomicscenes, in
asregularalternation, as the layers ofredandwhiteinasidestreaky, well-curedbacon.” (XVII:
129)

"the offspring of a guilty and most miserable love" (XLIX:
401) "the illegimate son" (L: 418)

"Oliver's father is redeemed by Oliver's endurance of his
own trial..."(Marcus 89)

‘The bulk of his property he devided into two equal portions -- one for Agnes Fleming, and the
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other for their child, if itshouldbebornaliveandevercomeof age. Ifitwereagirl, it was
to inherit the money unconditionaly; but if a boy, only on the stipulation that in his minority he
shouldneverhave stained his name with any public act of dishonour, meanness, cowardice, or
wrong. He did this, he said, to mark his confidence in the mother, and his conviction --only
strengthenedby approaching death --that thechild would share her gentle heart, and noble
nature.' (LI: 419)

"I know that of the wretched marriage, into which family pride, and the most
sordid and norrowest ofallambition, forced your unhappyfather when a mere boy, you were the sole
and most unnatural issue." (XLIX: 396)

But, as afamily romance, the story is more disturbing, for it ends with theenthronement of a
bastardson and heir, which implies an unusua and unorthodox reversal of parts. Oliver,
love-child, has for his creators(authorandfather) the 'true legitimacy' that John Jarndyce will
recognize someyears later in Esther, whereas his half-brother, thefruitofasordidmarriage,
bears the mark of'truebastardy', a birthmark, the scarlet letter of his parents loveless union,

'A broad redmark, likeaburnorscald'(XLVI) which is aso the sign of his moral degeneracy.
(Sadrin 41)

Henry Fielding
The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling (1749)
Allworthy Bridget
Bridget BIifil
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Harry

Mrs Bedwin

Grimwig
"respectable”

Removing with him and the old housekeeper to within a mile of the parsonage-house, where his
dear friends resided, [Mr. Brownlow] gratified the only remaining wish of Oliver's warm and
earnest heart, and thus linked together a little society, whose condition approached asnearly to
one of perfect happinessascaneverbeknowninthischangingworld. (LIII: 437)

"perfect happiness'
"society"

"perfect happiness'
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voices polyphony

Oliver Twist

"No words can express the secret
agony of my soul as | sunk into this companionship; compared these everyday associates with
those of myhappierchildhood; and feltmyearlyhopes of growing uptobeal earnedand
distinguished man crushedin my breast. ... My whole nature wassopenetrated with the grief
and humiliation of such considerations, that even now, famous and caressed and happy, |
often forget inmydreams that | have a dearwifeandchildren; even that | am aman;and
wander desolately back to that time of my life." (Forster 1: 2223)

David Copperfield

Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1999) 10.

57-99.

"But now that [Oliver] was enveloped in
the old calico robes which had grown yellow in the same service, he was badged and ticketed,
and fell into his place & once  a parish child  the orphan of a workhouse  the humble
harf-starved drudge  to becuffed and buffeterd through the world  despised by al, and
pitied by none."(l: 3, my itdics)

74-94
John Sutherland Sutherland 35-45.
Badri Raina " Subsequentreadings of Oliver Twist have hadtocontend with Kettle's forceful
perhaps definitive  analysis.™" Raina 21.
Slater "few, | imagine, would now agree with Wilkie Collins that it was 'the finest
thing he ever did'." Sater, Guide 38.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Richard J. Dunn "Nancy, the fallen woman,
finaly diesassomething of a martyr toagoodnessthat Oliver believes haddied with his own
mother (herself a fallen woman), and itis Nancy, therefore, who serves as one of the
mother-sisters who sustainOliver." (47)
Humphry House
"AtCheltenham old Macready said the murder was
‘two Macheths . Milling crowds, more or less hysterica, were common. The performance got
such a hold on Dickens that he gave the murder at three readings out offour, andsometimes
four nightsin a single week. . . . How utterly remote are these scenesandthisstateof mind
fromtheearnestmoralitiesofthePreface!" (ix-x)
Bob Fagin
Forster "One of them
came up, in aragged apron and a papercap, on the firsstMonday morning, to showmethe
trick of using the stringandtying the knot. His name wasBobFagin; and | took the liberty of
using his name, long afterwards, in Oliver Twigt."" (Forster 1: 22)

Stephen Gill "Increating his Fagin astheT emperand
destroyinghi mwithsuchpassionateurgency, Dickens was struggling to exorcise his personal
devil . " Bob Fagin

Gill xxv.
Peter Ackroyd Mary Hogarth

"But there is another change which has been less
widely noticed since it is in the episode after the death of Mary Hogarth, and in those that follow,
that Dickens begins tol oseinterestin the topical and polemical intent of the first chapters. The
suppressed poetry of the narrativebegins more clearly to emerge as aresult, and what hadbeenin
partaseriesofsharpsatirical sketches turns into a narrative at once more romantic and more
mysterious.” Ackroyd 242. Mary

Bentley's Miscellany

Gail Turley Houston
"I suggest that this description of Fagin asanoffal-seeking mouth,
and as feces, traveling through the intestinal maze of criminal London, acts as a carnivalesque
version of Oliver's desire to seek his fortune in London." (32) "Oliver's private alimental ,

sexual or avaricious appetites' (34)

ArnoldK ettle
"We do not remember, when we think back on it, the intricacies of the plot; wearenot
interested in the affairs of Rose and Harry Maylie; we do not carewhoOliver'sfather wasand,
thoughwe sympathize withOliver's struggles,we do not mind whether or not he gets his fortune. "
(1: 130)
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A Study of Oliver Twist: The Dramatization of Materiality and Holiness
Hidetoshi Kimura
Abstract

Oliver istreated as an article of merchandise, and, at the sametime, heis an embodiment of

"the princilple of Good," which means that he is a sacred being. Each character's destiny in this novel
is determined in relation to Oliver's holiness. On the other hand, though Oliver experiences various
hardships, he remains a passive suffererandhispsychological development is never depicted. Thisis
brought by the necessity of the structure of this novel, the process of which | mean to analyze in this
paper .

Considering this respect, | mean to examine the particular structure and attractive points of
"Oliver world" through analyses of the characterizations of Oliver and other principal figures, and the

relationship betweenthe protagonist and the plot of this novel .

Keywords: materiality, holiness, the dualistic world, alegory , suspense, polyphony
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