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What an excellent example of the power of dress, young Oliver Twist was!
Wrapped in the blanket which had hitherto formed his only covering, he might have
been the child of a nobleman or a beggar; it would have been hard for the haughtiest
stranger to have assigned him his proper station in society. But now that he was
enveloped in the old calico robes which had grown yellow in the same service, he was
badged and ticketed, and fell into his place at once—a parish child—the orphan of a
workhouse—the humble, half-starved drudge—to be cuffed and buffeted through the
world—despised by all, and pitied by none. (3)
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“ you'll begin to pick oakum to-morrow morning at six o’clock”  (10)
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Noah was a charity-boy, but not a workhouse orphan. No chance-child was he,
for he could trace his genealogy all the way back to his parents, who lived hard by; his
mother being a washer woman, and his father a drunken soldier, discharged with a
wooden leg, and a diurnal pension of twopence-halfpenny and an unstateable fraction.
The shop-boys in the neighbourhood had long been in the habit of branding Noah, in
the public streets, with the ignominious epithets of ‘leathers,’ ‘charity,’ and the like;
and Noah had borne them without reply. But, now that fortune had cost in his way a
nameless orphan, at whom even the meanest could point the finger of scorn, he
retorted on him with interest. (31-32)

“ charity child (boy)” “ charity child”

(Pool
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‘But yer must know, Work'us yer mother was regular right-down bad ‘un.’
‘What did you say?’ inquired Oliver, looking up very quickly.

‘A regular right-down bad’ un, Work'us,’ replied Noah, coolly. ‘And it's a great



deal better, Work'us; that she died when she did, or else she’d have been hard
labouring in Bridewell, or transported, or hung; which is more likely than either, isn't
it?’ (41)
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‘You've over-fed him, ma'am, You've raised a artificial soul and spirit in him,
ma’am, unbecoming a person of his condition: as the board, Mrs. Sowerberry, who are
practical philosophers, will tell you. What have paupers to do with soul or spirit?
It's quite enough that we let’ em have live bodies. If you had kept the boy on gruel,

ma’am, this would never have happened.” (46)
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The pauper’s favorite mode of evincing a mutinous spirit is the destruction of their
own clothing, but there is a pleasing variety in their attempt to annoy those who have
sheltered them. Some obstinately refuse to get up in the morning; others become
violent on being requested to break stones or to pick cakum in return for their night's
lodging; others, and especially women, assail the superintendents and matrons with

the foulest language, out of malevolence. (7The Times, 27 January 1866)
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bumbledom: Fussy official pomposity and stupidity, especially as displayed by the
officers of petty corporations, vestries, etc.; beadledom in its glory.

Sartor Resartus

There are some promotions in life, which, independent of the more substantial
rewards they offer, acquire peculiar value and dignity from the coats and waistcoats
connected with them. A field-marshal has his uniform; a bishop his silk apron; a
counsellor his silk gown; a beadle his cocked-hat. Strip the bishop of his apron, or
the beadle of his hat and lace; what are they? Men. Mere men. Dignity, and even
holiness too, sometimes, are more questions of coat and waist coat than some people
imagine. (267)

6 “ The prerogative of a man is to command.”
(269) “ To obey, ma’am” (269)

(Alfred Tennyson, 1809-92) The Princess (1849),Pt.V.

Man for the field and woman for the hearth;
Man for the sword, and for the needle she;

Man with the head, and woman with the heart:
Man to command, and woman to obey;

All else confusion.

Walter E. Houghton The Victorian Frame of Mind : 1830-1870 “ submissive
wife” Houghton 348
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