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‘It's a nasty trade,’ said Mr. Limbkins, when Gamfield had again stated his wish.

‘Young boys have been smothered in chimneys before now,” said another



gentleman.

‘That's acause they damped the straw afore they lit it in the chimbley to
make ‘em come down agin,’ said Gamfield; ‘that’s all smoke, and no blaze; vereas
smoke ain't 0’ no use at all in making a boy come down, for it only sinds him to
sleep, and that's wot he likes. Boys is wery obstinit, and wery lazy, gen’lmen, and
there’s nothink like a good hot blaze to make ‘em come down vith a run. It's
humane too, gen’lmen, acause, even if they've stuck in the chimbley, roasting their

feet makes ‘em struggle to hextricate theirselves.'(16)
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When my mother died | was very young,
And my father sold me while yet my tongue

Could scarcely cry 'weep 'weep, ‘weep ‘weep!" *
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The boy was lying, fast asleep, on a rude bed upon the floor; so pale with
anxiety, and sadness, and the closeness of his prison, that he looked like death; not
death as it shows in shroud and coffin, but in the guise it wears when life has just
departed; when a young and gentle spirit has, but an instant, fled to Heaven, and
the gross air of the world has not had time to breathe upon the changing dust it
hallowed. (143)
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Dickens'’s childhood experience in the Warren'’s Blacking warehouse made him feel
that his own childhood had come to an abrupt end and that he had been prematurely
exposed to adult responsibilities and independence. This undoubtedly made him
especially sensitive to the neglect and exploitation of children in Victorian England.
[Oxford Reader's Companion to Dickens, ed. Paul Schlicke , p.89.]
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‘Don’t you feel how naughty it is of you,” resumed Miss Monflathers, ‘to be a
wax-work child, when you might have the proud consciousness of assisting, to the
extent of your infant powers, the manufacturers of your country; of improving your
mind by the constant contemplation of the steam-engine; and of earning a comfortable
and independent subsistence of from two-and-ninepence to three shillings per week?
Don’'t you know that the harder you are at work, the happier you are?” (p.235.)
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She was dead. No sleep so beautiful and calm, so free from trace of pain, so fair to
look upon. She seemed a creature fresh from the hand of God, and waiting for the
breath of life; not one who had lived and suffered death. ( pp.538-39.)
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JF3C D weep, weep, weep, weep T 5703, ZAUTHEILW O AT, 49 sweep &9
FBOSHNEHLTLEST LD THD, NUIFICELS HDIBGETHLN, shZenk | nic &
WO ERIZAR D By TRE<, pa<, pa<, BE< | ERB 2 R DRFOE T, BRI 9
HILHE SN2 L WS Z LD, T A7 DFFENLEDRNINMri > TL b,

15 Martin K. Nurmi, “Fact and Symbol in ‘The Chimney Sweeper’ of Blake's Songs of
Innocence”, in Blake : A Collection of Critical Essays ed. Northlop Frye , p.16.

16 Ibid., p.17.

17 Ibid., p.16.

18 William Blake, op. cit. p.68.

19 VA7 ANFED v K(Ned) & 7 L+ 7 ®"The Chimney Sweeper”®3EA 721t v
F(Ned)3[F CARTCTHD Z EIZER L2V, T4 7 AN T LA 7 DFFames . Oliver
Twist\Zx >y REWH ARIZfioTo &2 bbb,

20 William Blake, gp. cit. p.68.

21 /bid., p.69.

22 Y F v — K- (Richard J. Dunn)ix, 7 « 7 > X Oliver Twist % 3E< (2% 7=V 1830
FERPEOEZ NO AR IIZT TR AERAANDRFL L U TREBR L 728N S v
HLTWizE4Ei9 %,  [Richard J. Dunn, Oliver Twist : Whole Heart and Soul , p.8.]
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The Image of Child Coming Home to Heaven in Oliver Twist

YOSHIDA, Kazuho

Many literatures, pictures, photographs of the Victorian age show that the
contemporaries were interested in childhood, and the novels of Charles Dickens also
show that he was interested in it. Dickens’s interest in childhood, was related to his
experience in his own childhood; John Dickens, Charles’s father, was a cheerful person
but he had no sense of economy. He was imprisoned in the Marshalsea prison, and
Charles had to work at Warren Blacking warehouse, which gave him an agony and
despair. Dickens's childhood experience in the Warren's Blacking warehouse made him
feel that his own childhood had come to an abrupt end, and that he had been
prematurely exposed to adult responsibilities and independence. Dickens had suffered
from the trauma and expressed his view of childhood in his novels.

Dickens represented the ill-treatment of workhouse to children in Oliver Twist.
The children suffered from the hunger. The poor relief and the New Poor Law of 1834
were the highly topical subjects when Dickens took them up in Oliver Twist, and his
related sense of outrage at the misery of pauper children brought up in baby farms and
adults living in workhouses remained strong right through to the end of his life. Oliver

who says, “Please, sir, | want some more”, is treated like a criminal. Oliver barely



escapes being apprenticed to a chimney sweeper. Dickens showed that the children of
chimney sweeper were ill-treated and connected such children to “the image of child
coming home to heaven”, as William Blake(1757-1827) did in “The Chimney Sweeper”.
Dickens expressed his feeling toward the children as victims of his age by ‘the image of
children coming home to heaven’, relating Oliver’s destiny to a workhouse, a chimney

sweeper, an undertaker, and a criminal.



