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Finaly, | derived this Christmas Greeting from the Haunted House, which |
affectionately address with all my heart to all my readers. — Let us use the great
virtue, Faith, but not abuse it; and let us put it to its best use, by having faith in the
great Christmas book of the New Testament, and in one another.?
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“Rappers, or the Ghost of the Cock-Lane Ghost'0 0 000 O0O0O0OOOOOOOCOO
DickensO0 OO0 Henry Morley 0000 O0OO00OCOOOOODOOOON. C. Peyrouton,
“Rapping the Rappers: More Grist for The Biographers' Mill.” Dickensian 53 (1957): 19-33, 75-
8 oon
“To UNKOWN CORRESPONDENT [?2JANUARY -3 SEPTEMBER 1860]” The Letters of
Charles Dickens vol.9. ed. Graham Storey Pilgrim Edition (Clarendon, 1997) “Of course | have
no need to tell you that there has never been such athing as a“controversy” between me and Mr.
Howitt.”
“To WILLIAM HOWITT [6 SEPTEMBER 1859]” The Letters of Charles Dickens Vol.9.“1 have
always had a strong interest in the subject, and never knowingly lost an opportunity of pursuing
it. [...] | would not believe—could not believe—in your War Office ghost, without
overwhelming evidence.”
“To WILLIAM HOWITT [31 OCTOBER 1859]" The Letters of Charles Dickens Val.9. “I will
only add on the general subject that if you know of any haunted house whatsoever within the
limits of the United Kingdom where nobody can live, eat, drink, sit, stand, lie or sleep, without
spirit-molestation, | believe | can produce a gentleman who will readily try its effect in his own
person.”
“To WILLIAM HOWITT [15 NOVEMBER 1859]" The Letter of Charles Dickens Vol.9. “My
friend—whom you altogether mistake for somebody else whom | don’t know of—has an idea of
taking the haunted House at Cheshunt altogether. Can you tell me to whom application should
be made about it?’
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THE HAUNTED HOUSE

TheMortalsintheHouse............ By Charles Dickens.
The Ghost in the Clock Room ... . . . . .. By Hesba Stretton.
The Ghost in the Double Room. . . . . .. By G. A. Sala

The Ghost in the PictureRoom .. . . . .. By Adelaide Procter.

The Ghost in the Cupboard Room. . . . . By Wilkie Coallins.

The Ghost in the Master B.s Room. . . .By Charles Dickens.

The Ghost in the Garden Room . . . . . . . By Mrs. Gaskell.

The Ghost in the Corner Room......... By Charles Dickens.

(“The Content Page” from the collected edition (1868) of the extra Christmas numbers of

All the Year Round.)
“ToWILLIAM HOWITT [17 DECEMBER 1859]" The Letters of Charles Dickens Val.9.
“To WILLIAM HOWITT [21 DECEMBER 1859]" The Letters of Charles Dickens Vol.9. “[...]
the Christmas No. which gives you so much offences, and the Cheshunt House, are two perfectly
distinct things. | went to Cheshunt to make enquiries, the very day before the Christmas No. was
published, and when it had been at pressten days. [...] The Mr. Forster of the Oriental club [...]
wrote me a letter so clumsily describing a letter he had from you [...], there must be some
mistake. [...] | found the house in which Mr. Chapman had lived four years, altered, enlarged,



22

Dickens 000000 Howitt — 000000000000 —

increased in rent, and prosperously inhabited. | hope that is sufficient for your satisfaction, but |
found nothing else[...] .

Harry Stone, “The Unknown Dickens,” Dickens Studies Annual Vol. 1 (New York: AMS, 1980)
12.

“George Smith 42 Plymouth Grove—Saty [?1 October 1859]” The Letters of Mrs Gaskell ed. by
J. A. V. Chapple and Arthur Pollard (Manchester UP, 1966), 577. “[...] (| am going to write an
article for their Xmas Number, “All the Year Round” | mean) [...] .”

The Haunted House. Christmas Number of All The Year Round (1859) 1.
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John R. Searle, Speech Acts, an Essay in the Philosophy of Language (Cambridge UP, 1969) [J.
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“A Physician’s Ghost” All the Year Round (August 6, 13 & 27, 1859), 346-50, 382-84 & 427-32.

The Haunted House, 1-2.
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Harry Stone, 22. “it also performs the Carol or the Chimes function of attacking the abuses of the
day: in 1859 the target is Howitt and the abuse of faith.”; Peter Ackroyd, Dickens (Minerva,
1990) 918-9. “It was then the idea occurred to him; he decided to call the Christmas story
sequence ‘ The Haunted House,” and under his direction it became a systematic satire against the
proponents of psychical phenomena.”

Richard Altick, The English Common Reader (Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1957) 00 00000

0000000000 ooooooooo0o00o00000014000000

21

22

23

24

Wilkie Callins, “Unknown Public,” Household Words Val.18 (August 21, 1858) , 217-22.0 O
CollinsO 000000 O0DOOOO0ODOOQCOOO Sue Lonoff, Wilkie Collins and His
Victorian Readers: A Study of Authorship (New York: AMS, 1982)0 0 0 O

Charles Dickens, “A Preliminary Word,” Household Words VVol.1 (March 30, 1850): 1.

The Haunted House, 48.

“Well-Authenticated Rappings’ Household Words (February 20, 1858), 217-220. 0 0 O 00 O
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Janet Oppenheim, The Other World: Spiritualism and Psychical Research in England, 1850-
1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1985) 45.





