0.1. (Franklin)

"mete and drynk"
1066

Whit was his berd as is the dayesye;

Of his complexioun he was sangwyn.
Wel loved he by the morwe a sop in wyn;
To lyven in delit was evere his wone,
For he was Epicurus owene sone,

That heeld opinioun that pleyn delit

Was verray felicitee parfit.



His breed, his ale, was always after oon;
A bettre envyned man was nowher noon.
Withoute bake mete was nevere his hous,
Of fish and flesh, and that so plentevous

It snewed in his hous of mete and drynke;

Of alle deyntees that men koude thynke,

After the sundry sesons of the yeer,

So changed he his mete and his soper.

An anlaas and a gipser al of silk,

Heeng at his girdel, whit as morne milk. (I (A) 332-58)
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0.2. OED "meat and drink"

“ meat”
“ drink”
and

1. a. Food in general; anything used as nourishment for men or animals; usually,
solid food, in contradistinction to drink. Now arch. and dial. green meat. grass or g
reen vegetables used for food or fodder (see green a. 4). See also hard meat, horsemeat, white

meat. meal of meat, meal's meat. see meal n.2 le.

a900 tr. Beeda's Hist. v. iv. (Schipper) 568 He eode on his hus & pzer mete [v.r. meaete] pygede.
c975 Rushw. Gosp. Luke xii. 23 Sawel mara is Oonne mett. al050 Liber Scinnll. xIvii. (1889) 153
Nys rice godes meta & drinc. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 135 Ne sculen 3e nawiht 3imstones leggen
Swinen to mete. ¢1200 Ormin 3213 Hiss drinnch wass waterr a33 occ a33, Hiss mete wilde rotess
. al240 Lofsong in Cott. Hom. 205 Ich habbe i-suneged ine mete and ine drunche. a1300 Cursor
M. 898 Mold sal be pi mete for nede. ¢1380 Wyclif Wks. (1880) 206 Alas, pat so gret cost &
bisynesse is sette abouten pe roten body, pat is wormes mete. ¢1440 Pol. Rel. & L. Poems (1903)
185 Thy mete shall be mylk, honye, & wyne. 1477 Norton Ord. Alch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 76
Without Liquor no Meate is good. 1578 Lyte Dodoens ii. xlvi. 205 These kindes of lillies are
neither used in meate nor medicine. 1623 Cockeram ii, Meate of the Gods, Ambrosia, Manna.
1693 Tate in Dryden's Fuvenal xv. (1697) 378 Who Flesh of Animals refus'd to eat, Nor held all
sorts of Pulse for lawful Meat. 1775 Johnson Fourn. W. Isl. 86 Our guides told us, that the horses
could not travel all day without rest or meat. 1794 C.Smith Wanderings of Warwick 66 Sending
out women and children, after a hard day's work, to collect meat for the cattle. 1819 Shelley
P.Bell vii. v. 4 He had+meat and drink enough. 1844 Stephens Bk. Farm II. 709 Meat is then set
down to them on a flat plate, consisting of crumbled bread and oatmeal. 1893 Stevenson Catrion
a xxi. 253 When+my father and my uncles lay in the hill, and I was to be carrying them their
meat. 1902 Daily Chron. 12 Dec. 5/6 Imports of fruit and other choice green~meat.



b. fig. in various applications. (Also in many passages of the Bible, e.g. John iv.32,
34,1 Cor. iii. 2, Heb. v. 12, and in allusions to these.) rto be meat and drink to
(a person): to be a source of intense enjoyment to.

1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 27 pe pridde is for mete pat ilch man agh mid him to leden pan he sal of

pesse liue faren, pat is cristes holie licame. al1340 Hampole Psalter vii. 5 Synful mannys lif is the
deuels mete. 1497 Bp.Alcock Mons Perfect. Cjb/2 Obedyence is+the meete and comforte of all
sayntes. 1533 Frith Answ. More Ej, It ys meate and drinke to this childe to plaie. 1600 Shakes.
A.Y.L. v.i. 11 It is meat and drinke to me to see a Clowne. 1620 T.Granger Div. Logike 20
Idlenes is the meate of lust. 1693 Humours Town 5 Petty-foggers, and their Meat and Drink, the
Litigious. 1837 Carlyle Misc., Mirabeau (1840) V. 139 But then his style!+ Strong meat, too
tough for babes. 1855 Browning Fra Lippo 315 To find its meaning is my meat and drink.
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0.3. "meat and drink"
1604 James I 1611 King James' Bible
(Authorised Version)
1525 30 "meat and drinke"
20
"food and drink"  "eating and drinking"

"meat"



1611 Authorised Version:
For the kingdome of God is not meat and drinke; but righteousnes, and peace,

and ioy in the holy Ghost. (Rom 14:17)

1989 New Revised Standard Version:
For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and

joy in the Holy Spirit. (Rom 14:17)

1989 The Rivised English Bible
for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but justice, peace, and joy,
inspired by the Holy Spirit. (Rom 14:17)

(1973)
"meat and drink"
20
"food" "eating"
1. "meat and drink"

"mete and drynke"

And mete and drynke this nyght wol I brynge
Ynough for thee, and clothes for thy beddynge. (KnT 1615-16)

meat and drink



And right anon, withouten wordes mo,

This Nicholas no lenger wolde tarie,

But dooth ful softe unto his chambre carie

Bothe mete and drynke for a day or tweye, (MilT 3408-11)

"meat and drink"

But specially I pray thee, hooste deere,

Get us som mete and drynke, and make us cheere,

And we wil payen trewely atte fulle. (RvT 4131-33)

2. idiom "meat and drink"

"125. Here we should turn to the Bible which has afforded side by side with
Shakespeare the greatest number of quotations to Dickens' language. Likewise
in this case we must first discriminate those set-phrases which, though originally
Biblical, have now lost the proper association. To these belong, for example,
such words and phrases as are employed in the followiing.

(Bounderby) "First of all, you see our smoke. That's meat and drink



tous." HT II 2 (cf. 'this was meat and drink to him', a great pleasure.
COD. Cf. Rom. xiv 17: "The kingdom of God is not meat and
drink.") / (Lizzie) "I-I do not like it, father." -- "As if it wasn't your
living! As if it wasn't meat and drink to you!" MF 11 (here
livelihood.)" (Yamamoto 1950: 245)
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