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The first half of Shepherd’s Bush. . . . The Dickens’

Connection by Pamela Janes

Kiiko Nagaoka

Among the numerous female philanthropists in Victorian England, Angela
Burdett-Coutts is famous not only for her various kinds of charity work but also
for her connection with Charles Dickens. They cooperated to improve the lives
of the poor, and Urania Cottage, a home for fallen women, was the project into
which they poured their souls into the most.

This booklet is “an expansion of a lecture given by Pamela Janes of the
Shepherd’s Bush Local History Society at the West London Local History
Conference”, and includes important information such as the tithe record of
property in Lime Grove from 1791 to 1821 and a list of the occupants of Urania
Cottage taken from the 1861 census. Until now several biographies of Burdett-
Coutts and innumerable biographies of Charles Dickens have been published,
and the novelist’s involvement with Urania Cottage has already been much
discussed. The present leaflet will contribute to furthering Dickens’ studies,
both as a unique and compact guide to the local history surrounding the House

and as a research work on the Dickens’ view on people in desperate need.



