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Those fanatic Peoples of La Vendée will no longer keep under; their fire

of insurrection, heretofore dissipated with difficulty, blazes out anew,

after the King's Death, as a wide conflagration; not riot, but civil war.

Your Cathelineaus, your Stofflets, Charettes are other men than was

thought: behold how their Peasants, in mere russet and hodden, with their

rude arms, rude array, with their fanatic Gaelic frenzy and wild-yelling

battle-cry of God and the King, dash at us like a dark whirlwind; and

blow the best-disciplined Nationals we can get into panic and sauve-qui-
peut! Field after field is theirs; one sees not where it will end. Comman-
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dant Santerre may be sent there; but with non-effect; and he might as well
have returned and brewed beer.
(French Revolution, Bk. I11, Ch. IV “Fatherland in Danger”,
Everyman's Library edition, Part |1, 238)
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[...] asfor therevolution in France, only two actual episodes are taken
out of history and re-enacted in the novel, the fall of Bastille and the
lynching of ‘old Foulon’, and in both Dickens follows Carlyle very close-
ly. None of the great personalities of the revolution comes on the scene,
and only the executioner Samson is mentioned among them.
(Woodcock 15)
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As the MS changes [. . .] suggest, Dickens clearly revised the time-
scheme of this chapter while correcting the proofs of All the Year Round.
It is likely that he reread the appropriate sections of Carlyle and then
determined to move the date of Darnay’s visit to France back to the peri-
od preceding the momentous attack on the Tuileries in August 1792, the
fall of the monarchy and the prison massacres of September. Has Darnay
proceeded to France as originaly intended in the December of 1792, he
might have exercised considerably more caution, given the significant

turn of eventsin the summer and autumn of that year.
(Sanders 126)
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De Lescure had studied and thought much; he was older than Laroche-
jaquelin, much better educated than Cathelineau. He was as ardent in the
cause as they were: why else had he undertaken it? But he understood

better than they did the fearful chances which were against them: the
odds against which they had to fight, the aimost insuperable difficultiesin
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their way. [...] He foresaw also al the horrors into which [the peas-
antry] were about to plunge; horrors, of which an honourable death on
the field of battle would be the least. [ ...] Besides, how could they
hope for success against the arms of a whole nation supported by a
despotic government? His friends talked sanguinely of aid from England,
from Austria, and from Prussia; but he feared that that aid would come
too late, after their houses were burnt, and their fields destroyed; after the
best among them had fallen; after their children had been murdered;
when the country should be depopulated, and nothing but the name of La
Vendée |eft.
(La Vendée 53-54)
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