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Similarly, though with a subtle difference, a species of fervour or intoxication, known,
without doubt, to have led some persons to brave the guillotine unnecessarily, and to die by it,
was not mere boastfulness, but a wild infection of the wildly shaken public mind. In seasons
of pestilence, some of us will have a secret attraction to the disease a terrible passing
inclination to die of it. And all of us have like wonders hidden in our breasts, only needing

circumstances to evoke them. (292)
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